
UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS AT AMHERST 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

THE FACULTY SENATE 
 
 
 

MINUTES: Presiding Officer Ernest May called the 576th Regular Meeting of the Faculty Senate 
to order on Thursday, March 23, 2000 at 3:30 p.m. in Herter Hall 227. 

 
A. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

1. Principal Administrative Officers 
 

Provost Cora Marrett began her announcements by inviting faculty to attend meeting 
sessions set up with candidates for the Deanship of Commonwealth College April 3, 6, 
and 13th from 2:30-3:30 in the campus center. 
 Provost Marrett entitled the second part of her announcements "Significant 
Awards and Accomplishments of Individuals."  At that time she recognized Lynn 
Margulis, recipient of the National Medal of Science; Willie Hill, the newly elected 
president of the Music Education National Conference; Robert Lenz, recipient of the 
Herman Mark Polymer Chemistry award; and announced that the University was one of 
40 chosen to move to the second stage of a program on technology enforced redesign, 
one of 19 finalists for a program of the American Council on Education, US Group 
Foundation on Academic Excellence and Cost Management, and recipient of the Ace 
Award on Science and Social Science Courses.  
 Provost Marrett's final announcement was that the Berkshire Hills Music 
Academy plans to acquire the Skinner Estate to open a post-secondary school for students 
with Williams Syndrome and related challenges.  
 
Vice Chancellor Royster Hedgepeth announced that Campaign Umass has officially 
crossed the 100 million dollar mark, and that plans are already underway for the next 
campaign.  
 
Vice Chancellor Javier Cevallos noted that the University has received over 19,000 
applications for admission and has already admitted approximately 9,600 students.  Next, 
Vice Chancellor Cevallos brought attention to the ALANA open house taking place April 
7, 2000 at 8:00 p.m. and asked for faculty volunteers to participate in that event. 
 Vice Chancellor Cevallos' final announcement pointed out a recent Supreme 
Court decision upholding the right of Universities to charge a mandatory student activity 
fee as long as its distribution system is neutral. 
 
Deputy Chancellor Marcellette Williams drew attention to an article in the Chronicle 
regarding OIT's efforts at virus protection.  She assured faculty that incoming e-mails and 
attachments were not being read, but scanned for viruses.  Deputy Chancellor Williams 
also mentioned that everybody should protect their computers with individual virus scan 
programs as well. 
 
Chancellor David K. Scott recited two quotes that he saw as relevant to the University 
and its financial situation.  First, from the Chronicle of Higher Education, "America's 
public universities must enter into a new covenant with Federal and State Governments to 
ensure that colleges have the technology needed to prepare an ever-growing populous for 
the workforce" and next, from a Strategic Thinking document, " the state must seriously 
consider a special appropriation and a special investment.  Such an investment would 
lead to rich returns for the Commonwealth and beyond".   

After reading from the two sources, and noting his support for both, Chancellor 
Scott stated "it remains my belief now that the Commonwealth of Massachusetts…has 
the opportunity to invest in this University, to create exactly the kind of institution, the 
kind of environment…to move ahead of the curve." 

 



2. The Interim Secretary of the Faculty Senate 
 

Interim Secretary Joseph S. Larson began by asking for support for the family of David 
Ferro, chair of the Entomology department, who had suffered a serious stroke.   

Secretary Larson then spoke of the Consumer Studies department, noting that 
the review process had begun, and that the Rules Committee and Academic Priorities 
Council had been very much involved in that matter. 

 
5. The President of the Graduate Student Senate 

 
President Mike Tjivitua expressed his unhappiness with the decision to deny professor 
Deirdre Almeida tenure, and appealed to the Chancellor and the administration to 
carefully look at the case and reverse this decision.  He then urged Deputy Provost 
Cunningham to reconsider his decision to cut nine T.A.'s and $285,000 from the Spanish 
Department. 

 
6. The Representative of the Massachusetts Society of Professors 

 
President Jane Giacobbe-Miller announced a lobbying effort generated by the MSP to 
get the Infrastructure funded separately from the Operating Budget. President Giacobbe-
Miller urged volunteers to come forward from the Faculty, Staff, and Student population 
to lobby the first three days of each week throughout April and May, until the budget 
situation is resolved. 

 
 
B. QUESTION PERIOD 
 

Senator Mary Wickwire asked President Giacobbe-Miller for a response regarding the 
disproportionate prices of parking permits on campus.  
 
President Giacobbe-Miller replied that she was not on the Parking Committee, and suggested that 
she speak with an MSP representative who had been on the committee. 
 
Senator Robert Wilson asked why there is a need for parking price increases and why faculty, 
staff, and students have to pay to park in the first place. 
 
President Giacobbe-Miller responded that the increase was part of an entire package negotiated 
by the bargaining unit, which included resources for pay increases.  She then mentioned that 
parking fees are used to make improvements to existing lots. 
 
Chancellor Scott also responded that revenues from parking fees are used to maintain the lots, and 
then added that parking fees have not been increased for many years, so on the average the 
amounts of the increases are just. 
 
Senator Kandula Sastry asked why the review of the Consumer Studies Program did not involve 
Councils or Committees other than the Academic Priorities Council. 
 
Interim Secretary Larson replied that participation of the Academic Priorities Council in the 
review process is  a matter of University Policy developed by the Senate and Administration, voted 
in 1991.  Secretary Larson then added that there is now a very active undergraduate program and 
very talented faculty looking for homes within the University, and steps are being taken to raise 
these issues and see them resolved. 
 
Senator Roland Chilton commended the Chancellor for his earlier statements regarding an 
investment in the University and asked if there was "concrete language which could be submitted 
to the legislature." 
 
Chancellor Scott answered that there is no draft legislation yet, but they are trying to create a 
movement to get people to understand what is at stake without an investment in the University.  



He stated "we need to move beyond the discussions over the difficulties for next year… and focus 
our minds on the larger vision and larger agenda." 
President Tjivitua  asked the Chancellor if he was aware of the declining rank of the School of 
Education according to U.S. News and World Report. 
 
Chancellor Scott answered that it's important to keep departments important to the University 
mission in the top ten and to try to move schools and colleges into the rankings as well, although 
schools and colleges are complicated to deal with as they are an integration of many factors. 
 
Senator Surinder Mehta asked if the Dean of the College of Food and Natural Resources should 
be asked to rescind his letter of January 29th since he did not originally follow procedures when 
drafting the letter regarding the termination of the Consumer Studies department. 
 
Deputy Provost Cunningham clarified the situation by explaining that the Dean of the College of 
Food and Natural Resources wrote a letter of intent to close the department, but does not have the 
authority to actually do so.  Since the termination process will still be followed and the Dean has 
only expressed intent, procedures have not been broken and there is no need for the Dean to 
rescind his letter. 
 
Senator Ernest May then added that the Rules Committee is monitoring the situation closely and 
will keep the Senate informed. 

 
C. NEW COURSES  
 
MOVED: That the Faculty Senate approve the course AFROAM 238, as recommended by the 
29-00  Academic Matters Council. 
 

This motion was withdrawn by the Academic Matters Council until the course gains  
approval by the Council.   

 
MOVED: That the Faculty Senate approve the course ANSCI 672, as recommended by the  
30-00  Graduate Council. 
 
  This motion was suspended pending further review of the title of the course by the  
  Graduate Council. 
 
D. BYLAW CHANGES 
 
 
MOVED: That the Faculty Senate establish a Council on University Service, Public Service 
18-00  and Outreach.  The Council shall:  (a) Monitor and review campus-level activities  
  and develop policy recommendations relating to the defini tion, development,  
  promotion, delivery and evaluation of public service and outreach activities;  

(b) and serve as a liaison to systems -level service and outreach task forces and 
administrative bodies. 

 
Composition: 
a. One tenure-track faculty member from each of the schools and colleges; 
b. The Chairs of the Academic Matters Council, Research Council, Council for 

Teaching, Learning and Instructional Technology and Research Library 
Council or their designees; 

c. The Vice Chancellor for Research and Economic Development or designee, 
serving ex officio; 

d. The Vice Provost for University Outreach serving ex officio; 
e. One representative designated by the Massachusetts Society of Professors; and 
f. The Director of Libraries or a designee, serving ex officio. 

 



(This motion was amended at the 575th Regular Meeting of the Faculty Senate on March 9, 
2000 to include b) the Chair of the Research Library Council and f) the Director of Libraries 
or a designee, serving ex officio. ) 
 
This motion was suspended until the next Senate meeting.  A substitute motion to approve 
the Council as originally proposed was seconded and carried.  The amendment will be 
brought to the next Senate meeting in order to complete the three readings required by the 
Bylaws. 

 
E. OLD BUSINESS 
 
MOVED: That the present Astronomy Program in the department of Physics and Astronomy 
22-00  be established as a separate Department of Astronomy, as presented in Sen. Doc.  
  No. 00-018. 
 

This motion was seconded and passed without objection. 
 
MOVED: That the name of the present Department of Physics and Astronomy be changed to 
23-00  Department of Physics. 
 

This motion was seconded and passed without objection. 
 
F. NEW BUSINESS 
 
MOVED: That the Faculty Senate approve the establishment of the Center for Spectator      
31-00  Sport Research at the University of Massachusetts/Amherst, as presented in Sen.  

 Doc. No. 00-021. 
 
 This motion was seconded and passed without objection. 

 
The 576th Regular Meeting of the Faculty Senate stood adjourned at 4:55 p.m. March 23, 2000. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Joseph S. Larson, Interim Secretary of the Faculty Senate. 
 
The proceedings of this meeting are available on audiotape at the Faculty Senate Office dated March 
23, 2000. 

 


