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MINUTES: Presiding Officer Ernest May called the 578th Regular Meeting of the Faculty Senate to 

order on Thursday, April 27, 2000 at 3:30 p.m. in Herter Hall 227. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
A. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

1. Principal Administrative Officers 
 

Provost Cora Marrett announced that the reviews of Deans Seymour and Edwards and the search 
for the Dean of the Commonwealth College were complete, and that the search for the Vice 
Chancellor for Research is now underway. She thanked the members of the various search 
committees and evaluation committees for their hard work. 
 Provost Marrett then spoke of the Student Assessment website, offered since April 10th, 
which provides information to students and faculty from the Student Responses to Instruction 
forms. She thanked the Office of Information Technology for their work in getting this website up 
and running. 
 Provost Marrett's last announcement recognized the University for its ranking of 5th of 
the top 15 colleges and universities of Interior Design mentioned in the Almanac of Architecture 
and Design for the year 2000.  
 
Vice Chancellor Royster Hedgepeth updated the Senate on the progress of Campaign UMass, 
noting that in the first four years of the campaign 8.8 million dollars has been raised for financial 
aid. 
 
Vice Chancellor Javier Cevallos announced that the search committee for the Director of 
Admissions, chaired by Harlan Sturm, has been interviewing finalists, and hopes to make a 
decision shortly. 

 
2. The Interim Secretary of the Faculty Senate 

 
Interim Secretary Joseph Larson announced that the Rules Committee has received a request 
from the Academic Matters Council to designate a lead council to prepare special reports when 
referring items such as new centers or programs to specific Faculty Senate councils. He stated that 
the Rules committee would institute this process if there were no problems or objections by 
anyone in the Senate. 
 Secretary Larson then mentioned that at the next Senate meeting the Senate would be 
electing a new Secretary and Presiding Officer. In addition, in the fall, the Senate will be electing 
two at-large members of the Rules Committee, one of which will be elected by the Senate to Chair 
the Committee. Secretary Larson then asked that the Rules Committee be notified of any 
nominations or suggestions for these positions. 

 
3.  The President of the Graduate Student Senate  

 
President Mike Tjivitua  called attention to the tenure case of Professor Deirdre Almeida. He 
identified Professor Almeida as "a victim of dysfunction in the School of Education" and 
demanded that an investigation by an outside agency be conducted to review the School's budget 
and restructuring of academic programs. President Tjivitua ended by asking for the proactive 
support of the Faculty Senate. 

 



4.  The President of the Student Government Association  
 

Seth Avakian, Student Trustee also addressed the issue of Professor Almeida's tenure case. He 
noted that he has spoken at length with several of her colleagues and students, and has found that 
"her record of service is nothing but exceptional." Student Trustee Avakian expressed deep 
concern for the way Professor Almeida's case was handled and asked for the support of the 
Faculty Senate in this matter. 

 
5.  The Representative of the Massachusetts Society of Professors  
 

President Jane Giacobbe-Miller read a motion passed the Massachusetts Society of Professors on 
the preceding day regarding the Professor Deirdre Almeida's tenure case. The MSP's motion 
demands that Chancellor Scott:  

 
• Overturn Provost Marrett's decision and support Professor Almeida's tenure and promotion; 

and 
• Order his administration to cease and desist from redefining and misapplying standards and 

criteria for major personnel actions. 
 

The MSP provided full copies of the motion at the back of the room, and additional copies are 
available at the MSP office. 

 
B. QUESTION PERIOD 
 

Senator Robert Wilson asked about the construction of the Old Chapel and if the clock would be working 
soon. 
 
Vice Chancellor Paul Page answered that the construction has been completed, and that he will look into 
the status of the clock. 
 
Senator Murray Eisenberg  asked on what basis have the MSP, the Student Government Association, and 
the Graduate Student Senate made their remarks regarding Professor Deirdre Almeida. He asked Jane 
Giacobbe-Miller how many members of the MSP were present when the vote was taken to pass their 
motion, and asked the other two organizations if there was a vote taken within their organizations, and on 
what documentary basis was the vote taken. 
 
President Tjivitua  answered that he has been a student of Professor Almeida's for the past eight years and 
he has done extensive research into her case. 
 
Student Trustee Avakian answered that he has met with Professor Almeida, has spoken with her students, 
and has looked through as much of her personnel file as possible. 
 
President Giacobbe-Miller answered that the MSP resolution was passed 17:1 by the Executive Board, and 
was based on a review of the entire tenure file. 
 
Senator Jack Tager mentioned that the Senate is only hearing one side of the argument, and asked the 
MSP what the Senate could possibly do in this matter. 
 
Senator Ernest May commented that this issue is not on the agenda and can only be considered a case of 
announcement, and is not an action item for the Faculty Senate. 

 
C. NOMINATIONS FOR SECRETARY OF THE FACULTY SENATE 
 

Senator Lisa Saunders  explained the process that the Search Committee has gone through to find a new 
Secretary and announced Ernest May, chair of the Department of Music and Dance as their nominee. 
Senator Saunders then asked for any further nominations of which there were none. 



D. NEW COURSES  
 
MOVED: That the Faculty Senate approve the courses LING 501, MIE 642, PHYSICS 568 and PUB  
38-00  P&A 608, as recommended by the Graduate Council. 
 

Senator Eisenberg  made a motion to divide Motion 38-00 so as to consider PUB P&A 608 separately from 
the other courses.  

 
This motion was seconded and passed. 
 
The motion to approve the courses LING 501, MIE 642, PHYSICS 568 was seconded and passed. 
 
PUB P&A 608 was referred back to the Graduate Council to consult with the Mathematics and Statistics 
Department. 
 
E. BYLAW CHANGES 
 

Special Report of the Campus Physical Planning Committee concerning Bylaw Changes, as presented in 
Sen. Doc. No. 00-022 with Motion No. 33-00. 

 
MOVED:  That the Faculty Senate approve the Bylaw Changes, as presented in Sen. Doc. No. 00-022. 
 33-00 
 

(Inasmuch as this is a change to the Senate Bylaws, this is the second of three readings of this motion. It 
will be read again and voted on at the 579th meeting. The motion may be debated and amended at all three 
meetings.) 
 
There were no questions or discussions about the Bylaw change at the second reading. 

 
F. NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Special Report of the Foreign and International Studies Council concerning the Agreement of 
Academic and Scientific Cooperation between the University of Massachusetts at Amherst, 
Massachusetts, U.S.A. and Universita Degli Studi Di Siena, Siena, Italy, as presented in Sen. Doc. 
No. 00-025 with Motion No. 39-00. 

 
MOVED: That the Faculty Senate approve the Agreement of Academic and Scientific Cooperation  
39-00  between the University of Massachusetts at Amherst, Massachusetts, U.S.A. and Universita  
  Degli Studi Di Siena, Siena, Italy, as presented in Sen. Doc. No. 00-025. 
 

This motion was seconded and passed. 
 

2. The Graduate, Program and Budget and Research Councils have reviewed the proposal for the 
Center for Education Policy and approved it without comment. There is no report associated with 
the following motion: 

 
MOVED: That the Faculty Senate approve the Center for Education Policy, as recommended by the 
40-00  Graduate, Program and Budget and Research Councils. 
 

This motion was seconded and passed. 
 



3. Special Report of the Academic Matters Council concerning the Strategic Information Technology 
Center, as presented in Sen. Doc. No. 00-026 with Motion No. 41-00. 

 
MOVED: That the Faculty Senate approve the establishment of the Strategic Information Technology  
41-00  Center in the Isenberg School of Management, as presented in Sen. Doc. No. 00-026. 
 

This motion was seconded and passed. 
 

4. Special Report of the Academic Matters Council concerning the Center for Research in Art and 
Technology, as presented in Sen. Doc. No. 00-027 with Motion No. 42-00. 

 
MOVED: That the Faculty Senate approve the establishment of the Center for Research in Art and  
42-00  Technology, as presented in Sen. Doc. No. 00-027. 
 

This motion was seconded and passed. 
 

5. The following motion is from the Rules Committee at the request of the Academic Matters 
Council. (There is no report associated with this motion.) 

 
MOVED: That the Faculty Senate require that all proposals for new Centers and Institutes include a  
43-00   description of how the Center or Institute may impact existing teaching responsibilities of  
  participating faculty members through "buy-out" arrangements, reduced teaching loads, or  
  other provisions, and how such impacts will be resolved. 
 

This motion was tabled until the next meeting so that it could include suggestions from other various 
Senate councils and committees. 

 
 
The 578th Regular Meeting of the Faculty Senate stood adjourned at 4:50 pm. April 27, 2000. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Joseph S. Larson, Interim Secretary of the Faculty Senate. 
 
The Proceedings of this meeting are available on audiotape at the Faculty Senate Office dated April 27, 2000. 


