
(NEW DRAFT)

The committee onBills In The Third Reading to whom was refer-
red the bill authorizing a pilot program for multiple-handicapped
young adults (House No. 6173), reports recommending that the
same be amended by substituting therefora new draft entitled “An
Act Further Regulating Financial Assistance and Authorizing a
PilotProgram for Multiple-Handicapped Young Adults.” (Senate,
No. 2375), and that, when so amended, the same will be correctly
drawn.

For the Committee

ARTHUR JOSEPH LEWIS, JR.

SENATE No. 2375
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Senate, December 19, 1984.



SENATE No. 2375. [Dec.2

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-four

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in GeneralCourt
assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

Section 1. Section 4J of chapter 111 of the GeneralLaws is
hereby amendedby strikingout the first paragraph, as amend-
ed by section 4N of chapter 1229 of the acts of 1973, and insert-
ing in place thereof the following three paragraphs:
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Financial assistance in the payment of expenses for the
hospital and nursing care of multiple-handicapped individuals
twenty-two years of age or under may be paid by the depart-
ment on a statewide basis; provided that (1) eligibility for
assistance shallbe determined in accordance withan income
and resource schedule established by the department which
takes into account the number of persons in the family and
the out-of-pocket expenses for such hospital or nursing care;
(2) any person applying for suchassistance shall provide the
department with a financial statement which discloses in full
any income, assets, liabilities or other data deemedrelevant
by the department; and (3) if such care is required as a result
of injury, disease, or disability for which a third party may
be liable, the department shall require the person receiving
such care, his parent or legal guardian, to provide for assign-
ment to the commonwealth of the amounts expended under
this section from the proceeds recovered as the result of a
claim against such thirdparty in the event he is found liable.
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No such multiple-handicapped individual from birth to age
eighteen shallbe admitted to a nursing home without certifica-
tion of eligibility for nursing home care by the department’s
medical review team, and nothing in chapter one hundred and
eleven shall restrict the right of a person eighteen years of age
or older from being admitted to a nursing home. The medical
review team shall be comprised of a team of health and allied
healthprofessionals and such other individuals as the depart-

23
24
25
26
27
28
29

J

An Act further regulating financial assistance and
AUTHORIZING A PILOT PROGRAM FOR MULTIPLE-HANDICAPPED
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ment may, from time to time, deemappropriate. The medical
review team shall, in consultation with the departments of
mental health, social services, welfare, education, office for
children, and the commissionfor the blind, assess the medical,
nursing, developmental and social needs of all such multiple-
handicapped individuals. In the event that the medical review
team denies certification, it shall recommend an alternative
care program appropriate to each individual’s needs.
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Payments made under this section shall not supersede
payments or services available under any other federal, state,
local or private health program or insurance plan and shall
be made only to providers of care in accordance with rates
established by the rate setting commission under chapter six
A. The department shall review at least annually the finan-
cial need for assistance by such multiple-handicapped in-
dividuals and shall terminate any payments when such need
no longer exists.
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1 Section 2. In addition to the responsibilities of the bureau
2 of transitional planning within the executive office of human
3 services hereinafterreferred to in this section as the Bureau,
4 as set forth in the provisions of sections twelve Ato twelve C,
5 inclusive, of chapter seventy-one Bof the General Laws and
6 notwithstanding the provisions ofany other general or special
7 law to the contrary, the bureau shall plan and implement a
8 pilot program to include, but not be limited to, nursing home
9 care for multiple-handicapped young adults who are residing

10 in pediatric nursing homes and who have attained the age of
11 twenty-one years on or before the effective date of this act.
12 The bureau shall submit a plan for the pilot program to the
13 transitional advisory committee of said executive office which
14 shall propose guidelines for the operation of the program in-
15 eluding recommendations for resolving any interagency issues
16 necessary to implement the program. The plan for the pilot
17 program shall be approved by said transitional advisory
18 committee and reported to the joint committee on health care
19 within six months of the effective dateof this act ; and the pilot
20 program described therein shall be established within three
21 months thereafter. The bureau shall report the results of the
22 pilot program and its recommendations, if any, together with
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23 drafts of legislation necessary to carry its recommendations
24 into effect, by filing the same with the joint committee on
25 health care on or before September first, nineteen hundred and
26 eighty-seven.


