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Twenty-five years ago this month, a young man—29 years of age —

first entered this Chamber as the newly-elected State Representative
from the town of Brookline. He was single then, though not for long—-
with bushy eyebrows and hair that at that time was completely black.
He was idealistic and he burned with a passion for public service—-
a flame that had been lit by another son of Massachusetts, John
Kennedy.

And on that day in January of 1963, that young man sat in this
Chamber, as you do tonight, and listened to his first State of the State
message.

Governor Peabody spoke that day of a Commonwealth that had
fixed great goals for herself, “but not greater,” he said, “than we are
capable of attaining and not greater than it is fitting for this
Commonwealth of Massachusetts with its magnificent past and
shining future to achieve.”

Just eleven days later, another son of Massachusetts spoke—this
time to an entire nation. And again the young man from Brookline
listened and dreamed—of the new frontier and of what he might do
in some small way to help bring it to life.

Armed with what the President that night called “the torch of
idealism,” that young State Representative from Brookline set out on
a 25-year journey that finds him standing before you this evening—-
his hair no longer completely black, his eyebrows now a subject for
political cartoonists —a blessedly, happily married man, a proud
father and a man deeply grateful for the opportunity he has had to
serve the people of this very special state.

Many of the dreams of aquarter of a century ago have been realized.
By working together—the Governor, the Legislature, the people of
this Commonwealth —we have brought care and compassion to the
problems of the hungry and the homeless, the mentally ill, the
disabled, the frail elderly. No longer are they simply forgotten and
hidden from view.

We have built a strong and vibrant economy in this Common-
wealth. Once a basketcase —Massachusetts is today a showcase —with
the lowest unemployment in industrial America, with record numbers
of new jobs and new businesses and for four consecutive years, the
fastest growth in personal income in the nation.

We’ve tried to give our citizens a state government that they can
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be proud of—a state government made up of men and women—from
a rainbow of ethnic and racial backgrounds —men and women deeply
committed to integrity in public service and to opportunity and
compassion for their fellow citizens.

And we have done that with the help not only of the members of
the Legislature but of our Constitutional officers, all of whom are here
this evening, and with a superb Congressional delegation, and I’m very
grateful to Senator Kerry for joining us and representing that
delegation. John, thank you for being with us this evening.

And while we have enjoyed great success, and we’re very proud of
that, we’ve encountered new challenges as well—the challenge of
providing decent and affordable housing for all of our citizens; the
challenge of protecting the public health against a deadly new
disease—and the challenge of preserving the fragile environmental
resources that make our state such a very special place in which to
live and work and play. The challenge of making every single citizen
in this Commonwealth—rich or poor, young or old, black or brown
or white—a part of our success. And the challenge of meeting those
responsibilities while Washington walked away from them.

Here, too, we have gone to work—and here, too, we can be proud
of what together we have achieved.

A five-year, billion dollar investment that will provide decent and
affordable housing for 30,000 Bay State families.
The nation’s most comprehensive homeless prevention
program—one that will provide shelter for every homeless person
and family in this Commonwealth.
A renewed commitment to our environment—to the careful
disposal of hazardous and radioactive and solid waste; and to
investments that willreclaim Boston Harbor; and will save family
farms from the developer’s bulldozer; that will protect wetlands
and watersheds; and will acquire more open space for public use
than at any other time in this Commonwealth’s history.
We have worked hard to make our communities the safest in the
nation. And we are winning that fight. In the last four years we
have reduced crime in Massachusetts 14%—the second best
record in the nation. Crime on the “T” is down 26%. And today
Massachusetts has the lowest homicide rate of any industrial
state in America—and we’re going to keep working at that.
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We have put together—with your help—the most compassionate
and comprehensive efforts anywhere in the country to respond
to the frightening and tragic spread of AIDS.
And we have given thousands of our citizens the opportunity to
lift themselves out of poverty to become independent and self-
sufficient: E.T. has helped over 43,000 families to move from
welfare to work—to gain the dignity that comes with good skills
and a good job.

But our work is far from over. “We cannot be satisfied to rest here,”
John Kennedy told the nation on that January evening twenty-five
years ago. “This is the side of the hill, not the top....We have made
a beginning—but we have only begun.”

And so it is that in 1988 we must continue to climb—to chart new
paths—to reach new peaks- to conquer greater heights—in our
journey toward a strong and secure and bright future —a future in
which every one of our citizens makes it to the top every citizen finds
a place in the shining city on the hill.

There is much that we must achieve in these next twelve months
to make that dream come alive:

A transportation bond issue to strengthen the economic lifelines
which will carry us into that shining future;
Expanding the Governor’s Alliance Against Drugs to all
communities in the Commonwealth so thatwe can reach our goal
of drug-free schools by 1990;
New and tougher criminal laws that will make our communities
even safer and our citizens free from the fear of violent crime;
And basic health security for every man, woman and child in
this Commonwealth. Now I know there are some who say that
now is not the right time—that this part of the hill is too steep.
That we should study the issue some more—deliberate a little
longer. My friends, it has been almost forty years since Harry
Truman first proposed that all Americans have basic health
insurance. Yet today, nearly 600,000 of our fellow citizens in
Massachusetts —and nearly 40 million nationwide—do not know
when they go to bed at night how they’re going to pay their
medical bills if they or their children get sick. Most of them are
working people, they’re working people and they deserve
better—and now is the time to act. And 1 hope we will do so
I hope we will do so.
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Now all of this by itself would be an important and ambitious
agenda for 1988. But it is still not complete.

For if we are to take the glow of opportunity that lights this state
for so many of us and make it shine in every heart and every house
for every citizen if we are to take this golden time and use it to light
a path to the top for every family in this Commonwealth, then we
must commit ourselves to a fundamental task in 1988—and that is
to insure that all of our citizens have the education and training they
need to find a good job at good wages.

Last month as all of us know, and we’re very proud of this, our
state had an unemployment rate of 2.9%. But last month nearly 85,000
Massachusetts families were collecting a welfare check instead of a
paycheck. And last month the minority unemployment rate in this
state of ours— while less than half of the national average and
dropping—was still higher than the unemployment rate for this
Commonwealth’s white men and women.

My friends, we can do better, and we must do better. Those citizens
are as much a part of this Commonwealth as any of us in this Chamber
tonight. And they, too, have the right to dream the American dream.

And I say this not only out of compassion and love.
Our future —the future of all of us—depends on it. For we know

that the economic future of Massachusetts, of today already demands
the skills of all our citizens. And we know that the economy of
tomorrow will set its stock by one asset above all others—and that
is people. People with knowledge and people with skills.

That is why tomorrow—joined by leaders from all walks of life and
from all parts of this Commonwealth —I will outline a series of
recommendations for employment and training that represent the
most ambitious effort by this or any other state to develop the skills
and talents of her people. We’re going to call it MASS JOBS, and
we will use it to open wide the door of opportunity for each and every
citizen of this Commonwealth.

For those who are unemployed, those on welfare, those who are
disabled, our inner city youth and our veterans, it will be a ticket to
the future, a chance to move from the margin to the mainstream.

For those who are underemployed because they lack the education
and training they need to reach their full potential, it will be their
chance to climb the ladder of opportunity.
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For our employers, \Vho have many, many good jobs looking for
good people, it will be our way of saying: “We’re proud of the
opportunity you’re creating in the Commonwealth, and we have a
responsibility to help you find and train the people you need.”

For those who lack the basics of reading and writing, and there
are still too many in this Commonwealth, and for those older workers
who find their jobs changing faster than they can, it is the promise
of a new tomorrow.

For young people graduating from high school, it is the promise
that college opportunity will be the birthright of every child in this
Commonwealth —and with that a commitment to make our public
colleges and universities the finest in the nation.

Tonight I have invited hundreds of special guests to the State
House—people who have made a difference—people who have made
the most of the opportunities afforded them; people who have helped
create opportunity for others; people who understand the magic of
working together. Tonight, we honor them—we celebrate their
efforts—we acknowledge their achievements —not simply as
individuals but as citizens who have given so much to their fellow
citizens and to their Commonwealth.

And tonight we also have something special—something which tells
us about three of those stories—and tells us much about ourselves.

[VIDEO BEGINS]
In Lawrence, it is the story of Grieco Bros. —a clothing

manufacturer where Tony Sapienza brought together the company,
and the union, and state government to meet the challenge of
attracting trained and skilled workers. Their answer: day care.

In Palmer, it is the story of Diamond Fiber Products. There—200
hard-working men and women manufacture egg cartons. But they
faced a major challenge—how to keep those jobs. Bob Arnold, the
President of Diamond, and Cortez Deßoise, the Vice President of its
union, tell how they did it.

In Fitchburg, it is the story of Annie DeMartino and how she put
together a team to end homelessness in her community. When she
began three years ago, 40 welfare families were living in hotels. Today
there isn’t a single homeless family in the city of Fitchburg.

[VIDEO CONCLUDES]
I want you to meet some very special people. Tony Sapienza and

the gang from Grieco Brothers. Tony, everybody. Cortez Deßoise
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from Diamond Fiber. Cortez. And Annie Burn DeMartino from
Fitchburg.

My friends, my parents came to this country seventy-five years ago
seeking the American dream. And they found it—for themselves and
for their sons.

I’m a product of that dream and 1 believe in it. And I want to help
make it come true for every single citizen in this Commonwealth—-
no matter who they are; or where they come from; or what the color
of their skin; or what their sexual orientation. That is the promise
of Massachusetts. And that is the promise of America.

The opportunity for our children to stay off drugs and stay in
schools;
The opportunity for our senior citizens to live their lives with
dignity and with independence;
The opportunity for every qualified high school graduate
regardless of income—to realize the dream of a college education.

That is the promise of Massachusetts—and that is the promise of
America

Where our best students will become teachers and will offer the
next generation the learning and inspiration they will need to
conquer the next century.
Where bricklayers and carpenters and bankers and tradesmen
join together to create decent and affordable housing and end
the shame of homelessness once and for all.
Where we will build the kind of economic future for ourselves
and for our children that will provide genuine economic
opportunity for every single citizen in this Commonwealth.

That is the promise of Massachusetts and that is the promise of
America

Let me close by saying some very personal things and sharing some
very personal thoughts with you about the great adventure on which
I’ve been embarked these past ten months.

Campaigning for the presidency has been an extraordinary
experience. Now I don’t recommend that any more Democrats get
into the race. There are plenty. But I wish you could all share with
me the excitement and the challenge and the lessons of seeing and
hearing and experiencing so much of our country in so short a time.
It is a study in contrasts. It is exhilarating, and it is sobering.
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There are the rich varieties of landscape and abundant resources.
And there are the scarred remains of surface mining and smog-filled
skies over sprawling cities.

There are bright and decent and hard-working people who are
prospering in a free society. And there are bright and decent and hard-
working and hard-pressed people unable to make ends meet no matter
how hard they try.

If I have learned anything as I have criss-crossed this great nation,
it is that the values and the dreams of the American people are no
different from those of the people of Massachusetts.

And each time I go out to campaign—to see where and how
Americans live, to speak to them and to hear their voices, I am always
impressed at how much we have to learn from each other—and how
much we can do to help each other.

Twenty days from today, the process of selecting the next President
of the United States will begin in the state of lowa.

And one year from now, I—a first-generation American —will
either be delivering my 11th State of the State message in this Chamber
or putting the finishing touches on the Inaugural Address of the 41st
President of the United States.

There is only one nation on the face of this earth where that could
happen—and it is the United States of America.

I hope we will have good news in lowa on February Bth, but no
matter what this next year holds in stofe for me, I want every citizen
of this Commonwealth to know this:

That 1 am proud to be your Governor and to carry your banner
across this nation;
That I have tried to make you proud of me and of what this
Commonwealth represents; and
That we can, and we will, build opportunity for every citizen
and we will build it together.

Thank you all very, very much.
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