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SENATE No. 385
By Mr. Barrett, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 385)

of Michael J. Barrett, Barbara Hildt, and Christopher J. Hodgkins
for legislation to improve access to medical services to recipients of
Medicaid in certain geographic areas. Health Care.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Eight.

An Act to assure access to medical services throughout the
COMMONWEALTH.

Be it enactedby the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 27 of chapter 11BE of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting at the end of the second paragraph the
3 following new paragaph:
4 The commissioner of public health shall determine whether the
5 shortage of medical services available to Medicaid recipients in
6 any geographic area in the Commonwealth constitutes a
7 substantial threat to the health of the recipients, and if so, shall
8 arrange to provide the medical services necessary to resolve the
9 threat to the health and well-being of recipients. The commis-

-10 sioner, in order to implement this requirement, shall be permitted
11 to attempt to enlist the resources available in the commonwealth
12 for that purpose, including incentives to relocate physicians,
13 utilization of teaching hospitals’ residency training programs,
14 establishment of subcenters of community health centers, and
15 employment of available military medical personnel. If all such
16 efforts do not succeed in providing medical services in a geographic
17 area in which a substantial threat to the health of recipients exists,
18 then the commissioner as a final resort shall employ and assign
19 necessary personnel and supporting services and supplies to that
20 location. The Department of Public Welfare shall arrange to
21 reimburse such services in the Medicaid program.

fEfjt Commontoealtt of ffla££aci)U£ett£



[January 1988]SENATE No. 3857

«

'i

22 The commissioner shall investigate the impact upon recipients
23 residing in the Cape Cod area caused by the total absence of
24 ophthalmological services for recipients, and shall take such
25 action, consistent with this chapter, to remedy the shortage if a
26 finding is made that a substantial threat to the health of recipients
27 exists as a result of the lack of access of opthalmological services.
28 The department of public health shall, in accordance with the
29 public health council’s duties and responsibilities under section
30 3 of chapter 111, require that sucessful applicants for a certificate
31 of need which are located in an area of the commonwealth where
32 Medicaid participation by physicians is less than eighty-five
33 percent must make its facilities and medical services available to
34 recipients.
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