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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am returning for amendment S. 1863, "An Act Relative
to the Barnstable County Charter."

I am returning the bill for amendment because, as
drafted, the bill would have added a new provision to those
that were before the voters of Barnstable County for approval
on November 8 as part of the vote on the Barnstable County
Charter. Enactment of this legislation on the eve of the
County Charter vote would have raised serious questions about
the meaning and validity of the vote on the charter.
Enactment of it subsequent to November 8 would appear to
retroactively alter the significance of the voters' approval
of the charter.

Instead, I am recommending that the bill be amended to
make it effective independent of a vote by citizens of the
county. In addition, I am suggesting that the legislation
set a reasonable ceiling on fee increases that can be enacted
by the County. To those ends, S. 1863 should be amended by
striking its text and inserting in place thereof the
following:-

SECTION 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of section

thirty-eight of chapter two hundred and sixty-two of the

General Laws or any other general or special law to the

contrary, the assembly of delegates established under the

provisions of the home rule charter of Barnstable county

shall have the power and authority to establish the fees of
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the registers of deeds of said county for the recording,

filing, or deposit of any instrument; provided, however,

that in no case shall such fees be greater than twice the

,ion thirty-eight.fees established in said

ation of the above amendment.I urge your prompt cons
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