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Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, my colleagues in public service, fellow
Constitutional officers, Senator Kennedy, my friend the mayor, the
Judiciary and dear friends;

Tuesday, as 1 guess by this time everybody knows, I announced that
this will be my last term as Governor of Massachusetts. The decision,
as you can imagine, was not an easy one. I’ve often said and I mean
it that 1 know of nothing I could do with my life that could possibly
be more fulfilling, more satisfying, and more fun than being the chief
executive of Massachusetts.

We’ve done great things over the past six years, and we’ve done
them together as one community, as one family, as a true
Commonwealth.

And that is the spirit in which I want to complete my term as
Governor.

Because I want to help make these next two years two of the best
in the history of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

The past twenty-one months have been an adventure of a lifetime
for Kitty and me and for our family and so many of you who
campaigned with us.

We began our quest for the presidency right in this chamber,
And millions of Americans responded . . . Steelworkers in

Pennsylvania and Ohio . . . family farmers in lowa and South
Dakota . . . people in our great urban centers who saw in our
achievements here in Massachusetts, a path to economic opportunity
and better lives for themselves and for their families.

No we didn’t win the biggest and most important battle of all
and that was a great disappointment.
In fact, in the final weeks of the campaign, when people were coming

up to me, as many did, and to try to tell me that we were on a roll,
that we were surging, we were going to catch that other guy, I was
reminded of a story that Kitty’s dad loves to tell about Max
Baer .

.
. Those of you old enough to remember will recall was a great

heavyweight contender, remember, in the thirties. Baer was fighting
somebody, I don’t know who it was, and he was taking an awful
pounding in the ring. Finally, he stumbled to his corner and his trainer
bent over him and said, “Max, you’re doing great

... he hasn’t laid
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a glove on you. You’re going to take him out in the next round. And
Baer looked up at him, with puffy eyes and a face cut up like a piece
of hamburger, and said, “You better keep your eye on the referee,
because somebody’s beating the hell out of me out there!’

But as the new administration and the Congress begin to make
decisions that can be postponed no longer the issues we raised;
the enthusiasm we stirred; the need for a government that is on our
side - all of these will, I am convinced, continue to play a critical
role in shaping a nation that is kinder and more gentle and a world
that settles its differences at the conference table and not at the point
of a bayonet in Europe, in the Middle East, in southern Africa,
in Central America.

Now, I’m home ready and eager to take on the formidable
challenges and the great opportunities that we face in the weeks
and months ahead.

Because tonight is a night for straight talk and no lip reading.
Sure, we face some tough challenges as do many of our sister

states here in the Northeast and all across the country.

But we’ve faced them before
Remember when I first addressed you from this rostrum as a

returning Governor in January of 1983?
Another deficit was staring us in the face.
Ten thousand homeless people were wandering the streets of our

cities and towns and we had just two that’s right two state-
supported shelters in a state of six million people.

Our older cities and towns were reeling under the impact of
Proposition 2/i.

110 communities in this state had double-digit unemployment.
Ten thousand teachers had lost their jobs in this, the nation’s

preeminent education state.
And the State Department of Revenue was wallowing in

incompetence and corruption.
What did we do six years ago?
We didn’t run around like Chicken Little; bemoaning our fate and

complaining that the Sky was Falling.
We went to work to put the government of the Commonwealth on

the side of working families and working communities once again.
And that’s exactly what we did.

And, that hard work paid off with the strongest economy of any
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industrial state in America; with tough and effective crime fighting
that has put five times more drug pushers behind bars than ever before;
with a new sense of pride in a state government that worked with
integrity and honesty for all its citizens; and with real progress in the
fight against homelessness.

Today, we’re facing a serious revenue shortfall.
Why? For four very basic reasons.
First, changes in the Federal tax laws in 1986have led to significant

revenue declines that were not predicted by anyone, not here in
Massachusetts or in other states with strong economies like New York
and California and New Jersey and Connecticut, and the list is
growing.

Second, for eight years, the Federal government has walked away
from its responsibilities to provide decent and affordable housing and
health care and investments in transportation and the environment

and we stepped in to fill the gap.
Third, our local communities have not had the resources to pay

for good schools and police and fire services because of Proposition
2Vi, and here, too, to your credit, we stepped in.

And fourth, we cut state taxes by over 700 million dollars, and we
made our tax system a lot fairer in the process.

Ofcourse some say that we have these fiscal problems because we’re
spending too much. That’s baloney. We’re now spending hundreds
of millions of dollars less than the ceiling set by the voters of this state
in 1986.

Last spring we froze all expansion, remember? In July, I vetoed
or withheld nearly $2OO million in new spending before signing the
new budget.

And we will continue to work hard every day to get every ounce
of value we can from the dollars we spend. But we must and we will
go forward to build a future of opportunity for every one of our
citizens. That must be our goal and it will be our goal.

Over the past two months. I’ve had town meetings in every part

£of this state. I’ve listened to citizens by the dozens tell us what a
difference we’ve made in their lives and the lives of their families and
their communities.

I listened to Linda Reed, a young mother on welfare in Fall River
who, thanks to FT, is now attending Bristol Community College with
a 3.9 grade point average. You know what she said to me? She said,
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“Governor, ET has saved my life”, as it has transformed the lives of
over 50,000 other families. We’re going forward, not hack, on ET.

I listened to Tom Tellier, whose life was changed by his experience
at the Longwood Treatment Center; I listened to Kav Dudley of the
Mothers Against Drunk Driving and to police officers from all over
the Commonwealth who, with our help, have made our state’s
highways the safest in the nation. We’re going forward, not back, to
assure even safer highways in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

I listened to Michael Curtis and other patients at Westborough
State Hospital who are now ready to return to their communities and
live with independence and dignity. Sure, we could go back to the
days when mentally ill people in this state were locked up in utter
hopelessness, but not while I’m around. We’re going forward, not
back, to help the mentally ill and their families in this state.

I listened to Allen Koenig, the president of Emerson College, the
very patient president of Emerson College, to Mayor Kevin Sullivan
of Lawrence and business leaders like Vinny Manzi, who are bringing
a first class educational institution with new jobs and new hope to
the city of Lawrence. And yes, the Commonwealth is investing state
funds in that project, and without them it never would have gone
forward, as we have in so many job-creating, economy-building
partnerships all over Massachusetts. And we’re going forward, not
back, with investments in healthy, thriving communities in this state
of ours.

I listened to Freddie Torres and other young people like him who
yesterday out in Arlington helped us to celebrate the fourth anni-
versary of the Alliance Against Drugs and a dramatic decline in the
use and abuse of drugs among young people here in Massachusetts.
We're going forward, not back, with the Alliance Against Drugs in
this Commonwealth of ours.

I listened to Vera Ajanaku, a person with AIDS, tell us what our
commitment to AIDS prevention and treatment can mean. And, yes,
thanks to Richie Yoke's leadership, we’re doing more in the Com-
monwealth than any other state on the subject of AIDS, on the fight
against AIDS - and yes, thanks to Pat McGovern’s leadership, we’re
the first state in the nation to commit itself to basic health insurance
for every one of its citizens. And, we’re going forward, not back in
the fight against AIDS and the fight for basic health insurance in
Massachusetts. ~~
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And tonight, I have a message for those who seek headlines and
not solutions in this state. Before you head for the television cameras
at the end of this speech, stop and talk to the police officers and the
business leaders who are here . . . listen to Freddie Torres and Tom
Tellier and Michael Curtis and Kay Dudley and Vera Ajanaku and
Linda Reed and Allen Koenig and Vinny Manzi and they’ll tell
you what this state stands for and why we must invest in our future.
And just so you know who they are, Td like them to stand. Would
you all stand, please? Thank you all very much.

One week from today, I’ll make a series of recommendations to the
Legislature that will give us the resources we need to build a bright
future for our children and our grandchildren and generations to
come.

And I know there will be screams from the chronic complainers
and the gloom and doomers from some of the people who just three
months ago wanted to override my budget vetoes and spend more,
not less. The people who want us to be tough on crime but haven’t
got the guts to make tough decisions about where the new prisons
ought to be located. The people who just a few months ago were
cynically rewriting the history of our efforts to clean up Boston
Harbor while cutting funds for clean water at the same time.

Well, I have a message for themtonight. Because they are the gutless
wonders of Massachusetts politics. I’m not going to let them get away
with it, and neither are you.

Over the next two years, we’ve got to tackle some vitally important
challenges and opportunities than can and must and will go forward.

A strong and vibrant economy that creates quality jobs for our
people is, and will remain, one of our most important priorities.

All of our forecasts tell us that the outlook for Massachusetts and
New England looks good for the next decade and beyond. In fact,
we added some 70,000 new jobs here in Massachusetts this past year

more than in 1987. But, like any good football team, we can’t sit
on our lead.

This year we’re going to begin an all-out campaign to encourage
exports by our companies. We’ll continue to nurture the spirit of
innovation. We’ll work closely especially with our small and medium-
sized businesses to help them find new markets. In the 1990s the newly
unified European Community will provide the next frontier for
Massachusetts’ products .

.
. and this year we must and will move to

seize that opportunity.
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1 want every parent in this Commonwealth, whether from Natick
or from Springfield, or from Dorchester or from Holyoke or from
Holden, to know that they can send their son or daughter off to school
without worrying about whether or not their child will be approached
at the bus stop by drug dealers or stopped in the playground by
someone trying to sell them a joint. Every child in this state should
go to school where there is a healthy learning environment, not one
where drugs and violence breed havoc. And that is why I’ll be in
Brockton tomorrow to announce new, tough, mandatory sentences
for those who would exploit our children for their profit. Our goal
in Massachusetts is “Drug Free Schools by 1990” and we mean it.

We want, we must have quality schools at all levels in Massachu-
setts. We need that College Opportunity Fund so that young families
can invest in a college education for their children, beginning early,
without mortgaging themselves for life. We’re going to have first-rate
schools and colleges and universities in this state. And I will do
everything I can to make sure that the enormous strides we’ve made
in improving the quality of public education in Massachusetts will
go forward.

We cherish our environment in Massachusetts. It’s the heart and
soul of what makes this Commonwealth so special. And that’s why,
in 1989, we’re going to get even tougher with polluters. And that’s
why, next Monday, I will be recommending a series of steps that we
can and must take together, this year, to preserve and protect Cape
Cod, our precious watersheds, our seacoast and special places from
Boston to the Berkshires. We must and we will leave our
Commonwealth a more beautiful place for generations yet to come.

Sometime this month, as I guess the whole world now knows, John
and Lisa will be making Kitty and me grandparents for the first time.
And as we think about the joy and the hope, and. yes, the re-
sponsibility that we all carry for that grandchild in the years to come,
I’m reminded of those wonderful words that Ann Richards used at
the Democratic National Convention to describe her granddaughter
and what that little baby meant to her remember?

She said, “I’m a grandmother now. And when I hold that grandbaby
1 feel the continuity of life that unites us, that binds generation to
generation, that ties us with each other ...”

“I think,” she said, “of all the political fights I fought, and of all
the compromises I’ve had to accept as part payment. And I think of
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all the small victories that have added up to national triumphs, and
of all the things that never would have happened, and all the people
who would have been left behind if we had not reasoned, and fought,
and won those battles.”

There may be some people who think that over the next two years
I’m going to ride off into the sunset. They’re sadly mistaken. Because
I’m going to fight as hard for the future of this state as I have fought
for anything in my life.

My friends, weTiave values and ideals and dreams and aspirations
to uphold and affirm.

We have new worlds to conquer.
And we have much work to do in the coming weeks and months.
And if we work together, as we have these past six years, we’ll do

the job and we’ll do it well.
I’m looking forward to it with energy and with enthusiasm, and

I hope you are too.
Thank you and God bless you.
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