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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Nine.

An Act requiring notification to victims and district attorneys

OF CONSIDERATION FOR EARLY PAROLE,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 127 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section one hundred thirty-three and
3 inserting in place thereof the following section:
4 Section 133. Parole permits may be granted by the parole board
5 to prisoners subject to its jurisdiction at such time as the board
6 in each case may determine; provided, (a) that no prisoner,
7 convicted for a violation of section thirteen, thirteen B, fourteen,
8 fifteen, fifteen A, fifteen B, sixteen, seventeen, eighteen, eight-
-9 een A, nineteen, twenty, twenty-one, twenty-two, twenty-two A,
10 twenty-three, twenty-four B, twenty-five, or twenty-six of
11 chapter two hundred and sixty-five, or section one, two, or ten
12 of chapter two hundred and sixty-six, or section seventeen, thirty-
-13 five or thirty-five A of chapter two hundred and seventy-two, or
14 for an attempt to commit any crime referred to in said sections,
15 and held under a sentence containing a minimum sentence shall
16 receive a parole permit until he shall have served two-thirds of
17 such minimum sentence, but in any event not less than two years
18 or if he has two or more sentences to be served otherwise than
19 concurrently, two-thirds of the aggregate of the minimum terms

20 of such minimum sentences, but in any event not less than two
21 years for each such sentence; provided, further, that upon the
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22 written recommendation of the superintendent or the director of
23 the prison camp, and the commissioner of correction, and, with
24 the consent and approval of a majority of the full parole board,
25 such prisoner shall become eligible for parole consideration.
26 Upon such eligibility for early parole consideration, thirty days’
27 notice of such eligibility shall be given to the district attorney in
28 whose district sentence was imposed, and the victims of the crime
29 for which sentence was imposed. After consideration of the
30 recommendation, if any, of the district attorney and the victims,
31 a majority of the full board may give consent and approval and
32 the prisoner may be given a parole permit before such time, but
33 in any event not sooner than such a parole permit may be granted
34 to other prisoners under clause (b) of this section; (b) that no other
35 prisoner held under a sentence containing a minimum sentence
36 shall receive a parole permit until he shall have served one-third
37 of such minimum sentence, but in any event not less than one year,
38 or, if he has two or more sentences to be served otherwise than
39 concurrently, one-third of the aggregate of the minimum terms
40 of such several sentences, but in any event not less than one year
41 for each such sentence; (c) that no prisoner held under a sentence
42 containing a minimum sentence for a crime committed while on
43 parole shall receive a parole permit until he shall have served two-
-44 thirds of such minimum sentence, or, if he has two or more
45 sentences to be served otherwise than concurrently for offenses
46 committed while on parole, two-thirds of the aggregate of the
47 minimum terms of such several sentences, but in any event not
48 less than two years for each such sentence. Notwithstanding
49 clauses (a), (b) and (c), deductions shall be allowed for blood
50 donations as provided in section one hundred twenty-nine A, and
51 deductions shall be allowed for time confined in a prison camp
52 as provided in section one hundred and twenty-nine C, said
53 deductions to reduce the term of imprisonment by computing said
54 additional deductions and subtracting the same from the
55 minimum term of sentence for release on parole as authorized by
56 this section, or for reducing the term of imprisonment by
57 deduction from the maximum term for which he may be held
58 under this sentence or sentences.
59 Notwithstanding the power of the parole board to grant parole
60 permits at such time as it may determine, no permit shall be

61 granted earlier than:
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62 a.) In the case of sentence containing a minimum sentence, until
63 one-third of such minimum sentence shall be served;
64 b.) In the case of a sentence to a house of correction, until one-
-65 half the sentence shall be served;
66 c.) In the case of a sentence to MCI Concord or Framingham
67 until the time set forth in the guidelines of the parole board for
68 routine eligibility shall have been served, unless before such grant
69 of an earlier permit, thirty days’ notice of the consideration of an
70 early parole for the prisoner serving such sentence is given to the
71 district attorney in whose district the sentence was imposed, and
72 the recommendation of the district attorney, if any, is received
73 and considered.
74 Insofar as the provisions of this act are the same as the
75 provisions of the law in effect immediately prior to the effective
76 date of this act they shall be construed as continuations thereof
77 and not as new enactments.

I SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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