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On June 30, 2006 both the Senate and 
House passed the FY2007 Conference 

Committee State Budget that provided 
$31,676,112 for library funding, a seven percent 
increase. However on July 8, 2006, Governor 
Mitt Romney vetoed $573 Million from the 
$25.2 Billion State Budget that included several 
million in library funding. Working with library 
supporters across the state, the Massachusetts 
Library Association (MLA) urged legislators in 
both the House and Senate to override the 
Governor’s vetoes and restore the Conference 
Committee Budget. 

Following several days of work, the override 
process for the line items of the Massachusetts 
Board of Library Commissioners (MBLC) 
was completed on July 25, 2006 and all six line 
items vetoed by the Governor were overrid
den by both the House and Senate, with 
funding for libraries increased by $2.1 million 
over last year’s budget. 

Krista I. McLeod, MLA Legislative 
Committee Co-Chair, and Director of the 
Nevins Memorial Library in Methuen, in 
thanking the library community said, 
“Congratulations, and thanks to all of you 

Summer Reading Kicks Off 
with Concerts, Storytelling 
and Billboards 

The 2006 Summer Reading Program, 
“What’s buzzin’ at your library,” kicked 

off across the state in mid June with con
certs, storytellers, and sign-ups that attracted 
thousands of kids and their parents to almost 
every public library in the Commonwealth. 

More than 300 attended the Woburn Public Library’s Summer 
Reading Kickoff program on June 19th . 

One of the first events took place on June 6th 

in Groton, sponsored by the Groton Public 
Library, where The High Strung, hailed by 
RollingStone Magazine as one of the best new, 
young rock & roll bands in America, kicked 
off their Young Adult Summer Reading 
Program with a concert at the Gazebo on the 
Town Field behind the library. Last year the 
quirky, carefree, energetic music electrified 
Michigan’s teen patrons with their sunny 
three-part harmonies and witty, lyrical 
bravado. This year the furious guitars and 
organ that accompany the band’s catchy 

(continued on page 3) 

who made the effort to contact your 
Legislators these past few weeks…you did a 
great job!” 

This budget begins to address the MBLC 
three-year Legislative Agenda for library 
funding with increases in each line item, 
with an additional $833,000 in Library 
Technology & Resource Sharing (7000
9506). “Although this falls short of our 2007 
Goal, this increase will allow the MBLC to 
provide additional funding to the Automated 
Networks, databases and the Small Libraries 
in Networks program, as well as some 
money for statewide delivery,” said Robert 
Maier, MBLC Director.  

“We are also very grateful that funding to the 
Massachusetts Regional Library Systems can 
also increase by a little more than five per
cent, State Aid to Public Libraries can 
increase slightly, and that the Talking Book 
Libraries at both the Perkins School for the 
Blind and in Worcester will now be able to 
reach out to more residents.” 

In addition, a new program, Public Library 
(continued on page 3) 

Kaufman Appointed to Board 

Vicki L. Kaufman of 
Melrose has been 

appointed by Governor 
Mitt Romney to a two-and
a-half-year term on the 
nine-member 
Massachusetts Board of 

Vicki L. Kaufman Library Commissioners. 

“To quote Thomas Jefferson,” said 
Kaufman, “‘I cannot live without books’ 
and I have had a love affair with libraries 
since I got my first library card. I have been 
involved with libraries, one way or another, 
ever since, from volunteering in my school 
libraries, to volunteering in and being a 
dedicated user of my local libraries. I am 
thrilled to have been appointed to the 
Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners, and look forward to my 
term as a Commissioner.” 

Originally from Quincy, Kaufman is a Civil 
Rights Investigator at the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services Regional 
Office in Boston. A former English 
teacher, she also served as a curriculum 
librarian at the University of Tennessee in 
Nashville. A graduate of Boston University, 
she is a member of numerous professional 
and civic organizations. An active member 
of the Friends of the Derry Public Library 
in New Hampshire, she has served as 
President of the Boards of the South Shore 
Coalition for Human Rights in Quincy, the 
College of Arts and Sciences Alumni 
Association at Boston University, and 
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Board Meeting Highlights 
The regularly-scheduled 
Board Meeting of the 
Massachusetts Board of 

Library Commissioners (MBLC) took place 
on Thursday, May 4th at the MBLC head
quarters in Boston. 

Board Chairman John Arnold opened the 
meeting with his report. Among his recent 
activities were speaking at a press conference 
in Cambridge on Friday, April 7, 2006 to 
announce the final installment on the $10.4 
Million Public Library Construction Grant 
for that city, and working to respond to the 
House Ways & Means Budget. 

In his report, MBLC Director Robert Maier 
announced that he, along with several of 
the Commissioners and staff, had met with 
representatives from the Town of Boylston 
to discuss its construction project. Since 
the project that had originally received a 
Public Library Construction Grant several 
years ago is not now going to proceed sev
eral options were given to the town in 
regard to funds received and spent. He also 
updated the Commissioners on projects in 
Bolton, Easton and Ashby. 

He reported that he had attended the Chief 
Officers of State Library Agencies 
(COSLA) and the American Library 
Association Legislative Days in Washington, 
DC. He mentioned a proposal for an 
Office for Policy Research and Statistics 
within the Institute of Museums and 
Library Services (IMLS) that might replace 
the US National Commission on Libraries 
and Information Science, and that the 
Reauthorization of IMLS had begun. 

Maureen Killoran, MBLC Head of Public 
Library Advisory & Government Liaison, 
reported that of the Amendments filed on 
behalf of libraries to the House Ways and 
Means Committee Budget, only the 
Amendment authorizing the Board to award 
up an additional 55 Waivers of the Municipal 
Appropriation Requirement passed. She said 
that it was expected that the Senate Budget 
would be out before the end of the month, 
and that State Senator Edward Augustus’ bill 
to provide matching funds privately raised 
by libraries was now also before the Senate 
Ways & Means Committee. 

Three items of business were brought to 
the Board for their approval. 

1) Consideration of a recommended fee 
increase for the Certificate of 
Librarianship issued by the MBLC, 

2) A FY2006 Budget Revision for the 
Southeastern Massachusetts Regional 
Library System, and 

3) The appointment to the Consumer 
Advisory Board for the Braille and 
Talking Book Library in Watertown. 

MBLC State Aid Specialist James Lonergan 
gave the Commissioners a brief overview of 
the costs associated with generating a 
Certificate of Librarianship that is required 
by librarians as set forth in statute and regu
lation (MGL c.78 s.22-31; 605 CMR 
3.01-3.06). Every three years the fee struc
ture is to be reviewed, he said, and after the 
most recent review, it was found that it costs 

more than $33 to process a certificate. 
Taking into account the three year review 
and inflation, the State Aid Unit recom
mended that the Board increase the 
Certification fees to $35 and increase the 
replacement fee to $20. The Board approved 
the increase to be effective July 1, 2006. (See 
story, MBLC Notes Vol. 25, No. 3). 

Both other action items were passed, with 
Cindy Roach, Administrator for the 
Southeast Massachusetts Regional Library 
System, presenting a Budget Revision for 
FY2006 due to cost changes in delivery, 
advisory & technical assistance, and admin
istration. With reductions in contractual 
services and the delivery offset, the bottom 
line budget remains the same at $2,219,872. 

As Board Liaison, Commissioner George 
Comeau brought to the Board for its 
approval the appointment of Mary Mahon-
McCauley to serve as the representative 
from the Massachusetts Rehabilitation 
Commission on the Consumer Advisory 
Board of the Braille and Talking Book 
Library at Perkins School for the Blind in 
Watertown. 

Marlene Sue Heroux, MBLC Reference 
Information Systems Specialist, then 
updated the Commissioners on the work of 
the Statewide Delivery Committee, of 
which both Commissioners Katherine 
Dibble and Elia Marnik are members. 
With delivery as one of the six key areas 
being studied by the Board from its 
Strategic Plan, the Committee has been 
meeting for several months to study both 
short-term and long-term solutions to 
many of the issues surrounding the explo
sion in the amount of materials being 
delivered within regions and throughout 
the state. Seventy-three ideas were gener
ated from the Delivery Summit of last fall, 
Heroux said, and the committee has formed 
several sub committees to address areas 
such as sorting, labeling, transporting and 
new models. 

On June 1st the 
Massachusetts Board of 
Library Commissioners 

(MBLC) held their regularly-scheduled 
Board Meeting at the new recently-opened 
Palmer Public Library. 

Commissioner John Arnold, MBLC Chair, 
gave an update on his recent activities. 
Among events he attended were the Annual 
Meeting of the Massachusetts Library 
Association on May 8th at which he helped 
to induct Commissioner Joseph Hopkins 
into the MLA Hall of Fame.  He also 
attended a hearing of the Joint Committee 
on Bonding, helped to judge the Bookmark 
contest for the Massachusetts School 
Library Media Association, as well as an 
After School Learning Summit convened by 
Governor Mitt Romney and the 
Massachusetts Department of Education. 
He also said that he had appointed 
Commissioner Katherine Dibble as a Board 
Liaison to the State Advisory Council on 
Libraries. 

(continued on page 6) 
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Board Authorizes State Aid to Public Libraries Review Committee


Late in 2004, the Massachusetts Board of 
Library Commissioners (MBLC) dis

cussed moving forward with a Strategic 
Planning process that would take place in 
three phases: (1) defining and selecting key 
issues, (2) developing specific goals and 
objectives for the key issues and (3) imple
menting the goals and objectives. 

After a number of meetings with stakehold
ers in the library community, a summary 
description of six key issues was presented at 
the December 2005 Board Meeting. As one 
of the key issues, State Aid was reported as 
follows: “This key issue includes all of the factors 
that go into ‘State Aid’ funding and its process. 
Multiple comments were received about the desir
ability of reviewing the current minimum 
requirements and waiver process. However, many 
people also believed that the time has come for a 
general review of the State Aid process and sug
gested a ‘starting from scratch’ approach to define a 
next generation State Aid program rather than 

tweaking the existing program (since that has 
proved difficult in the past). Suggestions included a 
3-tier approach that may make the current State 
Aid process more understandable and workable. 
This included programs best summarized as 
‘Libraries in Need’ (for those libraries who need 
help to meet whatever standards are in place), 
‘Libraries Meeting the Minimum Standards’, and 
‘Libraries Far Exceeding the Minimum Standards’ 
(related to the previous work done on the ‘Beyond 
the Basics’ program).” 

Earlier this year, MBLC staff met with 
Commissioners John Arnold and Dr. Em 
Claire Knowles to prepare a charge, time-line 
and committee composition for a task force 
to develop the next generation State Aid 
Program for public libraries in 
Massachusetts. These items were approved 
at the June 2006 board meeting. 

The composition of the committee will 
include: 15 Public Library Directors, 5 

Public Library Trustees, 2 Regional and 
Network Administrators, up to 2 Library 
Friends and Advocates, 3 MBLC 
Commissioners, and 3 MBLC Staff (Dianne 
Carty, Head, State Aid and Data 
Coordination Unit; James Lonergan, State 
Aid Specialist; Robert Maier, Director). The 
initial meeting of the committee is scheduled 
for September, with two other meetings 
scheduled in October. 

It is expected that the committee will require 
a year to complete its task. It will be led by a 
facilitator through a review of the current 
State Aid Program, programs that exist in 
other states and development of a State Aid 
Program to improve public library services 
for all residents of the commonwealth. It is 
hoped that the recommendations by the 
Committee will be presented to the Board in 
June of 2007. 

State Funding (continued from page 1) 
Incentive Grant, championed by State Sen. 
Edward Augustus, was funded at $250,000 
and will work to encourage private fundrais
ing for libraries with a state match. Details of 
how this program will work are currently 
being discussed by the Board and public 
libraries will receive further information 
sometime later this fall, said Dianne Carty, 
MBLC Head of State Aid & Data 
Coordinators. 

The following is the final budget for 
FY2007 for the Massachusetts Board of 
Library Commissioners. 

Line Item No. Line Item FY2006 FY2007 

7000-9101 Board of Library Commissioners 
Administrative Account $985,720 $1,000,732 

7000-9401 State Aid to Regional Library Systems $15,230,361 $15,730,361 
7000-9402 Talking Book Library – Worcester $325,000 $390,000 
7000-9406 Talking Book Library – Perkins $1,978,550 $2,182,175 
7000-9501 State Aid to Public Libraries* $9,039,844 $9,289,844 
7000-9506 Library Technology & Resource Sharing $2,000,000 $2,833,000 
7000-9507 Public Library Incentive Grant Program $0 $250,000 

TOTAL $29,559,475 $31,676,112 
* Provides authorization to the MBLC to award 55 additional waivers in excess of the statutory 10 waivers of the M.A.R. (Municipal Appropriation 

Requirement) for FY2007. 

Summer Reading (continued from page 1) 

sing-along choruses are roaming the country, 
and Groton was the only library location in 
Massachusetts on their nationwide 2006 
Library Tour. 

In Springfield, The Republican newspaper’s 
special section, “Newspaper in Education,” 
featured the What’s buzzin’ theme and links 
to both the Western Massachusetts Regional 
Library System’s Summer Reading Program 
Fun Facts and the Springfield City Library’s 
Summer Reading Club. 

On Friday, June 16th more than 300 kids and 
their parents showed up at the Woburn Public 
Library for its kickoff that included a reading 
of Old Black Fly and a visit by the popular 
children’s character, Big Bird. “During our 
summer program we’ll be learning about the 

secrets of the insect world, everything about 
bugs from “eeew!” to “wow!” Each student 
decides on a weekly reading goal and earns a 
museum pass for each week he meets his goal. 
… Teens entering grades 6-12 are invited to 
participate in “Book Bingo” this summer. 
Bingo cards with book genres are available. 
Each reader chooses three books that match 
three genres in a row, reads them, records 
them on the bingo card, and turns the card in 
for a weekly drawing,” says Cynthia Fordham, 
Children’s Librarian. 

Helping to promote this year’s program, the 
Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners (MBLC), in conjunction 
with input from the six Massachusetts 
Regional Library Systems Youth Consultants, 
is sponsoring a billboard campaign in 36 loca
tions across the state. Using a stylized photo 
of a young mother and child, the message to 

both kids and their parents is “It’s not just 
reading. It’s a playground for your mind. 
Summer reading has just begun. See What’s 
buzzin’ at your library.”  

“In addition, the MBLC also worked to create 
an online Toolkit for librarians to use in local 
promotion that included two black and white 
ads in several sizes that could be used in local 
newspapers or newsletters to advertise the 
program, two 30-second PSA scripts for use 
on local radio or cable TV stations,” said 
David Gray, MBLC Director of 
Communications & Public Information. 

To see the promotion or download items 
from the Toolkit, go to the MBLC Web site at 
www.state.gov/mblc/ and click on the summer 
reading section. 

One of the billboards advertising the 2006 Summer Reading 
Program in Somerville. 

Mayor Thomas McLaughlin greeted Big Bird at the kickoff for the 
Summer Reading Program at the Woburn Public Library. 

The High Strung band performing in Groton for the kickoff to the 
Groton Public Library’s Young Adult Summer Reading Program. 
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ARYLIBR 
HAPPENINGS 

The new Revere Public Library Web site (above), was recently unveiled by the Revere Public Library 
Trustees Paul Ring, Mark Ferrante, Sylvia Corin, Sandra Ellis and Frank Schettino, below. 

Revere Unveils Updated Web Site 

The Revere Public Library recently launched a new and 
expanded Web Site, www.reverepubliclibrary.org. “By 

visiting our new Web Site, patrons can not only find 
everything there is to know about the library, but manage 
their accounts as well,” says Robert Rice, Jr., Director.  

After working for several months, the Board of Library 
Trustees celebrated the Web site’s launch that gives 
expanded information about the library, as well as enabling 
patrons to order their own books, CD’s, DVD’s, videos 
from Revere, as well as other libraries across the state. 

New Moses Greeley Parker Memorial 
Library Opens 

Hundreds of excited residents of Dracut waited outside to get a

glimpse into the newly renovated and expanded Moses Greeley


Parker Memorial Library on Sunday, May 7th . Town Manager Dennis

Piendak welcomed everyone. Following an invocation by the Rev.

Larry Zimmerman, Pastor of the Christ Church United of Dracut, the

Dracut High School Show Choir sang, Amazing Grace, a new flag was

raised with the assistance of VFW Post 9307 Color Guard, and America

the Beautiful was sung.


The ceremony then continued inside the new Meeting Room to a

standing room only crowd where local dignitaries and state officials 

congratulated the staff and citizens of the town for their diligence in 

getting the project done. On behalf of the selectman, Chairman James

O’Loughlin, especially thanked Library Director Susan Schwarz and her

staff who “stuck with this library.”  State Senator Susan Tucker and State

Representative Colleen Garry both offered their congratulations, with

Rep. Garry reminiscing about her childhood days at the library, and how

she had had local office hours in the very same former children’s room. 


Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioner George Comeau said, 

“It is easy to confuse today as something new. Libraries are not just built,

but grown, and today you have grown this beautiful library. You have

made an investment to your community, and this state-of-the-art build

ing has created a space for future generations.”


VFW Post 9307 Color Guard hoisted an American flag onto the flag pole outside the Parker 
Memorial Library in Dracut during the opening ceremonies. 

The newly renovated and expanded Parker Memorial Library in Dracut. 

The upstairs section of the newly expanded Parker Memorial Library houses both the non-fiction and 
audio collection. 
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RARY 
PPENINGS 

Westwood Receives Education Award 

T

Westwood Public Library Director Tom Viti, right, accept-
ing the Excellence in Education Award from Westwood 
Educational Foundation President Colleen Campion. 

he staff of the Westwood 
Public Library was chosen by 

the Westwood Educational 
Foundation (WEF) as the recipi
ent of its Barbara M. Friedman 
Excellence in Education Award. 
Library Director Thomas Viti 
received the award on behalf of 
the staff from WEF President 
Colleen Campion at the group’s 
annual awards ceremony on June 
5, 2006. 

The award was given to the library 
staff “in recognition of its out

standing efforts toward the pursuit of life-long learning for the residents of 
Westwood.” The staff was also cited for its contributions to the quality of 
life for the community.  The Library has received six grant awards from 
WEF over the past 15 years. These projects include computer instruction 
for seniors and a community-wide reading program.  The Library collabo
rated with other town agencies in each of the projects. 

In his accept
ance remarks, 
Viti said that it 
was the mission 
of the library to 
provide diverse 
and creative 
educational and 
recreational 
opportunities 
for residents of 
all ages. 

Du Bois Library Opens Learning Commons 

Westwood Public Library Staff who were honored with the Westwood Educational 
Foundation’s Barbara M. Friedman Excellence in Education Award. 

UMass/Amherst students using the new Learning Commons at the W. E. Dubois Library. 

For the past year, students at the W.E.B. Du Bois Library at UMass/ 
Amherst have been enjoying the new Learning Commons, where 

there are comfortable study and social spaces, along with multiple 
resources, technologies and support services. 

“The Learning Commons, a welcoming place right in the heart of 
campus, removes obstacles to learning, allowing students to make 
steady progress by finding what they need in one centralized location,” 
says Anne C. Moore, Associate Director for User Services.  The space 
has abundant computer access, a wireless computing environment, and 
staffed experts to guide students to find exactly what they need, 
whether it is help with research, technology support, choosing a major, 
finding a tutor or writing a paper.  

Peabody Library Breaks Ground Indoors 
in Georgetown 

To the dedicated crowd who gathered on Saturday, May 13, 2006 
in Georgetown, pouring rain was not going to dampen their 

spirits. Library Director Ruth Eifert welcomed the crowd into the 
now empty Peabody Library for the ceremony. 

A hardy group of library staff and trustees braved the rainy weather to rush 
outside to break ground for the new Peabody Library in Georgetown. 

Chris Laut, Chair 
Library Trustees, 
said, “This really is 
a beautiful day.  So 
many of you here 
had a vision, and 
although we have 
had some difficult 
times, we pre
vailed, and a little 
rain is not going to 
stop us. Thanks to 
everyone for all of 
your work, inspira
tion and dedication 
to this project.” 

The Peabody Library in Georgetown will be 
renovated and expanded to the rear. 

Representing the Massachusetts 
Board of Library 
Commissioners, Commissioner 
Elia Marnik, said, “For more 
than 100 years, this library has 
been at the center of your 
town, and now you are 
embarking on continuing this 
grand tradition. A library is 
often the child’s first introduc
tion to literacy, and this 
building will now be rehabili
tated and expanded to serve the 
future generations.” 

MBLC Commissioner Elia Marnik gave her congratulations to Library 
Director Ruth Eifert, left, and the citizens of Georgetown for all their hard 
work in beginning the project. 

The Learning Commons consists of 164 computer workstations, 32 
comfortable chairs, 16 laptop computers to loan, 13 group study rooms 
equipped with computers and white boards, e-mail kiosks, full service 
café, and many other services. It was a collaborative effort of many 
campus organizations including the Provost’s Office, Pre-Major 
Advising, Career Services, Center for Teaching, Information 
Technology (IT) Program, Learning Resource Center, Office of 
Information Technologies, Writing Center and the Library. 

The Du Bois Library has seen a huge increase in visitors since the 
Learning Commons opened with 70 percent more visitors. 
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Board Highlights (continued from page 2) 

MBLC Director Robert Maier in his report 
said that the After School Learning Summit, 
that he also attended, provided some visibil
ity for the Board and the role libraries play 
in homework help and other after school 
activities. He announced that he, and 
Maureen Killoran, MBLC Head of Public 
Library Advisory & Government Liaison, 
had met with a group of librarians from the 
Association of College and Research 
Libraries New England Chapter who 
wished to become more involved in advo
cacy regarding library legislation at both the 
state and federal level. 

Other items announced by Maier included 
the fact that the position of MBLC Deputy 
Director/Library Development Head has 
been advertised, and members of the staff 
have been working with trustees and local 
officials in Medway to help them resolve 
some of the financial issues surrounding 
the library.  He also said that a similar 
meeting would be held with the trustees of 
the Whately Public Library that was also 
experiencing similar difficulties. Lastly he 
said that it was anticipated that the 
Hampden Public Library would be reopen
ing on Saturday, July 1, 2006 after a 
one-year closure and that the trustees and 
friends of the library had worked very hard 
during the past year to raise funds and get a 
budget passed at their town meeting. 

Killoran, in a brief report, gave an update 
on both the House and Senate budgets. 
She said that a Conference Committee 
would be convening soon to iron out the 
differences between the two budgets and 
that it was expected that a budget for Fiscal 
Year 2007 would be passed before the end 
of the month and sent on to the Governor 
for his signature and vetoes. 

A request from the Town of Bolton for an 
extension of time to confirm local funding 
for its public library construction project 
was brought to the Board by Ann Hurd, 
Co-Chair of the Capital Building 
Campaign, along with a written request 
from Robert Zak Jr., Chair of the Bolton 
Public Library Trustees.  Hurd stated that it 
would be necessary to obtain an extension 
in order to privately raise $1 million as a 
commitment to lowering Bolton’s munici
pal share. “I am pleased to report that we 
have raised $450,000 to date, and are 
requesting an extension through the fall 
that would allow us to reach out to resi
dents and non-residents during some fall 
events and after they have returned from 
their summer vacations.” Following dis
cussion by the Board, it was voted to “grant 
an extension of the time to confirm local funding 
to the town of Bolton for the library construction 
project for the Bolton Public Library to December 
7, 2006. At that time the Board will consider 
whether any further extension shall be granted 
based on significant progress being made toward 
the library’s fund raising goal as evidenced by 
pledges and cash in hand. An interim report 
detailing the status of pledges and cash in hand 
must be submitted to the Director of the MBLC 
no later than 3 pm on Tuesday, September 19, 
2006 with a final report due no later than 3 pm 
on Friday, November 24, 2006.” 

Budget revisions were brought to the Board 
by both the Boston and Metrowest 
Massachusetts Regional Library Systems for 
their FY2006 budgets. Michael Colford, 
Administrator of the Boston Region, said 
their adjustments reflected personnel 
changes and the impact of the additional 
funds from account 7000-9506. “The 
majority of these funds will be reallocated to 
the Books and Other Materials line for use 
on electronic databases for our members,” he 
said. Sunny Vandermark, Administrator of 
the Metrowest Region, also said that these 
revisions more accurately reflected 
Metrowest’s expenditures during FY2006. 
The Board voted these revisions with an 
unchanged bottom line of $804,682 for 
Boston and $1,304,109 for Metrowest. 

Dianne Carty, MBLC Head of State Aid 
and Data Coordination, brought to the 
Board a charge, timeline and composition 
for a new State Aid Review Committee to 
study one of the Board’s six key issues fol
lowing its strategic planning process. 
“During the past several weeks, MBLC staff 
met with Commissioners Arnold and Dr. 
Em Claire Knowles to prepare a charge, 
timeline and committee composition to 
develop a next generation state aid program 
for public libraries in Massachusetts,” she 
said. The charge would be:“The Committee 
will assess the role of a state aid program in 
improving library services through review of the 
current state aid program and review of approaches 
in other states, and will develop a next generation 
program for recommendation to the Board of 
Library Commissioners.” 

Several commissioners said that this would 
provide a new opportunity to look at the 
whole process. “Simplification of the 
process for State Aid and the opportunity to 
provide a new program” were two of the 
comments made prior to the Board approv
ing the charge, timeline and composition of 
the Committee. 

Beth Wade, MBLC Grants Manager, 
reminded the Commissioners that the 
MBLC is required by the Institute of 
Museums and Library Services (IMLS) to 
file a new Five Year Plan (2008-2012) for the 
use of Library Services and Technology Act 
(LSTA) funds by June 30, 2007.  In addition, 
the MBLC is required to send an evaluation 
of our current plan (2003-2007) to IMLS by 
March 31, 2007. Since the MBLC recently 
held its strategic planning process, and the 
information from that is available, it was felt 
that a subcommittee of the State Advisory 
Council on Libraries (SACL) would be able 
to accomplish these tasks, she continued. 

It was then recommended to appoint the 
following individuals to serve on the LSTA 
Long Range Planning Subcommittee of 
SACL: Ann McLaughlin, Director of the 
Thomas Crane Public Library in Quincy; 
Richard Poisson, Senior Information 
Analyst at the Mitre Corporation; Gail 
Scanlon, Director of Access Services at Mt. 
Holyoke College in South Hadley; Joan 
Stern, Coordinator of Library Media for the 
Cambridge Public Schools, and Irving 
Zangwill, Trustee Chair of the Fall River 
Public Library. 

To conclude the meeting, Gregor Trinkaus-
Randall, MBLC Preservation Specialist, 

gave an online demonstration of the newly 
launched dPlan: Online Planning Disaster Tool 
developed by the Northeast Document 
Conservation Center, in conjunction with 
the MBLC. To view more about the plan, 
go to www.dplan.org. 

Treadwell Library Wins 
Health Information Award 

The National Commission on Libraries 
and Information Science (NCLIS) 

announced in May that it had selected the 
Treadwell Library at Massachusetts General 
Hospital as the runner-up for its 2006 
Health Information Award. Treadwell was 
one of ten finalists for this national award 
that recognizes libraries with outstanding 
health information programs. The award is 
designed to encourage library programs that 
address one or more of the following: 
dietary choices; exercise; smoking cessation; 
alcohol and/or drug abuse prevention or 
cessation; immunizations and health 
screenings; and improved health literacy, 
that is, the ability to understand and make 
use of health information. 

Elizabeth Schneider, Director of the Treadwell Library at the 
Massachusetts General Hospital, accepting congratulations on behalf 
of ARCH from C. Beth Fitzsimmons, PhD, NCLIS Chair. 

Winners were selected in each state, and from 
those, a panel of NCLIS Commissioners— 
Mary H. (“Mitzi”) Perdue, Carol Diehl, and 
Dr. Colleen Huebner selected the finalists. A 
panel of distinguished judges, including for
mer Health and Human Services Secretary 
Louis Sullivan, former Health Education and 
Welfare Secretary Joseph Califano, and 
American Medical Association President 
Edward Hill chose the winner and runner-up. 

Treadwell received the award for ARCH: 
Access to Resources for Community Health. 
Established in 2000, ARCH is the product 
of an ongoing partnership with the MGH 
Community Health Associates (CHA) to 
form a new model for providing health 
information in four poor, urban and under-
served communities. A collaborative project 
ARCH accomplished this through the 
MGH Community HealthCare Centers in 
Revere, Chelsea, Charlestown and Everett. 
The goal of ARCH was to provide access, 
especially electronic, to quality health infor
mation to help people living and working in 
the communities make more informed 
health decisions. The project crossed orga
nizational boundaries to reach all types of 
educators who could impact the health of 
the community including clinicians, out
reach workers, health educators, public 
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librarians, Head Start staff, and school 
nurses. 

Elizabeth Schneider, director of the 
Treadwell Library presented at a sympo
sium held at the National Library of 
Medicine and accepted the award on behalf 
of ARCH. Sponsored by NCLIS, and 
organized by staff of both NCLIS and the 
National Library of Medicine, the forum 
offered representatives of the ten award 
finalist libraries the opportunity to describe 
their programs in three panel discussions. 

Literacy Champions 
Receive Citations 
Two literacy champions honored by the 
Massachusetts Literacy Foundation were 
also honored with Citations from the 
Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners at their April 2006 Board 
Meeting. Margaret Boyko, Executive 
Director of the English as a Second 
Language program for Top Floor Learning, 
Inc., at the Palmer Public Library, and Judy 
Langley, Technology Coordinator for the 
Literacy Program of Greater Plymouth, at 
the Plymouth Public Library. 

Margaret Boyko, Executive Director of the ESL program for Top Floor 
Learning, receiving her citation from Commissioner John Arnold, 
MBLC Chair, left, and Robert Maier, MBLC Director, right. 

Top Floor Learning is a unique, highly visi
ble program that provides literacy services, 
ESL instruction, and a wide range of lifelong 
learning programs to a population of approx
imately 68,000 adults in the Quaboag Valley 
area. The targeted population includes a sig
nificant number of people whose literacy 
skills are not sufficiently developed to be 
competitive in today’s job market, and TFL’s 
mission is to meet those needs. In awarding 
the citation, the MBLC wanted recognize 
Boyko for her skill in meeting the literacy 
needs of her community. 

Judy Langley, Technology Coordinator for the Literacy Program of 
Greater Plymouth, second from left, receiving her citation from 
Robert Maier, MBLC Director, while Cynthia Roach, 
Administrator for the Southeastern Massachusetts Regional Library 
System, left, and Dinah O’Brien, Director of the Plymouth Public 
Library, right, look on. 

As the Technology Coordinator for the 
Literacy Program of Greater Plymouth, 
Langley was instrumental in the receipt of 
a Wallace-Reader’s Digest Fund grant that 
demonstrated how a literacy technology 
center could be integrated with an existing 
adult literacy-tutoring program - a very 
unique accomplishment for a public library. 
In her role as the Coordinator, she created 
her own computer-based program that tests 
students seeking United States Citizenship 
and also developed an extensive annotated 
bibliography of other available software 
available for use by teachers and tutors at 
the Learning Center. The MBLC in award
ing her a citation, wish to recognize her 
willingness to share this new information 
with her peers. 

State Aid Q&A 

QOur library is open 25 hours per week. 
According to the 2004 population estimates, 

our town now has 10,237 residents, up from the 
2002 estimate of 9,622.  Do we need to immedi
ately meet the hours requirement for the 
10,000-14,999 population group? 

ANo. The Massachusetts Board of 
Library Commissioners approved a pol

icy for the FY2007 State Aid to Public 
Libraries Program (in place since 1997) that 
extends a grace period for increased popula
tion-based minimum standards. To be 
eligible for the grace period, a library must 
be in compliance with the Municipal 
Appropriation Requirement or receive a 
MAR waiver, meet the other minimum 
library standards, and meet at least the prior 
lower standards. The policy allows for a 
grace period of up to three years to meet 
the increased standards for hours open or 
materials expenditure. Compliance for 
State Aid to Public Libraries in the FY2007 
grant round is measured by library per
formance in FY2006. 

A current library director is exempt (grand
fathered) from the increased general or 
professional educational requirement 
(although the director must meet previous 
requirements within the established time 
limits). When a grandfathered director 
leaves the library, his or her replacement 
must meet the increased requirement at the 
time of appointment as library director. 

For further information on this and other 
FY2007 State Aid to Public Libraries poli
cies, see: http://mblc.state.ma.us/grants/state_aid/ 
policies/index.php 

Kaufman (continued from page 1) 

DOVE, Inc. (DOmestic Violence Ended) 
on the South Shore. 

Kaufman replaces Elia Marnik of Reading 
who had been on the board since 1994. 

Agency News 

Trinkaus-Randall Elected a 
Fellow of the Society of 
American Archivists 

Gregor Trinkaus-
Randall, Preservation 

Specialist at the 
Massachusetts Board of 
Library Commissioners, 
was recently elected as a 
Fellow of the Society of 
American Archivists 

Gregor Trinkaus-Randall (SSA), the highest honor 
available to archivists. 

Nominated by their peers, Fellows are judged 
on education, professional and technical train
ing, experience, writing, and their 
contributions to the archival profession 
through active participation in SAA. 

As an active member of SAA, Trinkaus-
Randall’s activities have included involvement 
in the Preservation Section, head of the 
Program Committee, a member of the 
Nominating and Education Committees, 
Chair-elect, and Chair of the Section this past 
year. He was also a co-founder, Co-Chair, 
and Chair of the Security Roundtable, and has 
served as a representative to the ALA 
Subcommittee on Security Guidelines. In 
addition he has been on the Preservation 
Publications Award Committee, the Society’s 
Annual Meeting Program Committee, and 
Chaired the Host Committee for the Society’s 
2004 Annual Meeting in Boston. He is also a 
member of the Academy of Certified 
Archivists and New England Archivists. 

Most recently, he developed a statewide 
preservation program for libraries and 
archives in Massachusetts, including the 
Emergency Assistance Program, 
Environmental Monitoring Program, and the 
development of dPlan: the Online Disaster 
Planning Tool in conjunction with the 
Northeast Document Conservation Center. 

For the past 10 years he has also served as the 
representative for cultural resources on the 
Massachusetts Emergency Management Team, 
on the organizing committee for the Alliance 
for Response, and a member of the Cultural 
Emergency Management Team.  Recently he 
was appointed by Governor Mitt Romney to 
the Archives Advisory Commission. 

He is the author of Protecting Your Collections: A 
Manual of Archival Security, as well as numerous 
other articles and reviews covering such topics 
as archival security, preservation, and the USA 
Patriot Act. In addition he was the force behind 
the development of the Massachusetts Special 
Collections Directory, a compilation of resources 
of more than 700 institutions in Massachusetts 
that is available in hard copy as well as on the 
Web at www.mass.gov/mblc. 

Fast Facts 
Massachusetts public libraries lent and bor
rowed more than 8 million items for their 
patrons through the statewide interlibrary 
loan program in FY2005. 
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Calendar of Events

Board Meetings 

MBLC Board Meeting 
Thursday, August 3, 10 am 
Sawyer Library, Suffolk University, Boston 

MBLC Board Meeting 
Thursday, September 7, 2006, 10 am 
MBLC, 98 N Washington St., Boston 

MBLC Board Meeting 
Thursday, October 5, 2006, 10 am 
MBLC, 98 N Washington St., Boston 

Special Events 

National Book Festival 
Saturday, September 30, 2006, 10 am-5 pm 
National Mall, Washington, DC 

Massachusetts Book Awards 
Sunday, October 15, 2006, 2 pm 
Lenox Town Hall with a reception at the 
Lenox Library Association 

Conferences 

New England Library Association 
Annual Conference 

Sunday, October 22 to Tuesday, 
October 24, 2006 
Sheraton Burlington Hotel & Conference 
Center, Burlington, VT 
To register go to: 
www.nelib.org/conference/index.htm 

Massachusetts School Library Media 
Association Annual Conference 

Sunday, October 29 & Monday, 
October 30, 2006 
Sturbridge Host Hotel & Conference 
Center, Sturbridge, MA 
To register go to: 
www.mslma.org/annualconference/index.html 

Staff Help Rebuild New 
Orleans during ALA 
Conference 

Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners staff members, David 

Gray, Director of Communications & 
Public Information, Anne Larsen, Library 
Building Consultant/Small Library 
Specialist, James Lonergan, State Aid 
Specialist, and Beth Wade, Grants Manager, 
joined more than 900 library volunteers 

from Massachusetts and around the country 
with library rebuilding efforts during the 
American Library Association’s (ALA) 
Annual Conference in New Orleans on 
Friday, June 23 and Tuesday, June 27, 2006. 

David Gray, MBLC Director of Communications, left, Mary 
Chute, Deputy Director for Libraries of the Institute for Museums 
& Library Services, and Katie Baxter, Library Director of the 
Putnam Library at Noble and Greenough School in Dedham, 
preparing to leave for a day of volunteering at the Children’s 
Resource Center in New Orleans. 

Gray, Larsen and Lonergan volunteered in 
helping renovate the interior of the historic 
Carnegie library branch, the Children’s 
Resource Center on Napoleon Avenue, one 
of 13 New Orleans Public Library build
ings, each of which sustained some damage 
during Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. In 
addition, Wade volunteered at Our Lady of 
Prompt Succor School in Chalmette (Saint 
Bernard Parish) where donated books were 
prepared for shelving. 

New Orleans is struggling, but isn’t forgot
ten. “To be able to actually get out into the 
neighborhoods and physically help rebuild 
the city’s library system was wonderful,” said 
Gray. “It was really amazing what we were 
able to accomplish in that short time.” 
Though named the Children’s Resource 
Center, the library will now be able to once 
again serve the entire community with new 
computers, children’s and young adult 
books, and a small adult fiction collection. It 
is also home to the Pebbles Latin American 
Collection – the largest collection of Latin 
American children’s books in New Orleans. 

“Librarians this year had a unique opportu
nity to not only network with and learn from 
their peers on issues affecting millions of 
library users, but also to put our ideals into 
practice,” said ALA President Leslie Burger. 
“Libraries really do transform communities. 
I was amazed by people’s generosity and 
honored to be a part of this effort.” 

The ALA Annual Conference is the world’s 

largest library gathering and the largest con
ference to be held in New Orleans since 
last year’s hurricanes. About 18,000 people 
attended more than 2,000 programs, special 
events and meetings. The conference 
brought about $20 million in much-needed 
revenue to the city. 

Anne Larsen, MBLC Library Building Consultant/Small 
Library Specialist, sorting boxes of books at the Children’s 
Resource Center in New Orleans. 

Beth Wade, MBLC Grants Manager, (fifth from left in the front 
row) with the group of librarians from across the country who vol
unteered at Our Lady of Prompt Succor School in Chalmette, 
Louisiana. 

ARIS Q&A 

QWe use our library’s reference room for com
munity meetings when the library is closed. 

Should we count these meetings under “number of 
times meeting rooms were used for all purposes?” 

ANo, only count meetings held in a meet
ing room. A meeting room is defined as 

a room where two or more patrons may 
have a public or group meeting after reserv
ing the space with library staff.  Include 
conference rooms, auditoriums, general pro
gram rooms and rooms where ESL and 
literacy training take place, unless the latter is 
in a quiet study room. Computer rooms are 
excluded, as are rooms that are normally 
public service areas, such as reference, chil
dren’s and local history rooms. 
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