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T he Board of Library Commissioners is the agency 
of state government with the statutory authority 

and responsibility to organize, develop, coordinate and 
improve library services throughout the Common
wealth. The Board advises municipalities and library 
trustees on the operation and maintenance of public 
libraries, including construction and renovation. It 
administers state and federal grant programs for libraries 
and promotes cooperation among all types of libraries 
through regional library systems and automated resource 
sharing. It also works to ensure that all residents of the 
Commonwealth, regardless of their geographic location, 
social or economic status, age, level of physical or intel
lectual ability or cultural background, have access to 
essential new electronic information technologies and 
significant electronic databases. 
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Board Adopts Funding Requests for FY08

After gathering input from librarians across the Commonwealth, the Massachusetts Board of 

Library Commissioners finalized their Legislative Agenda for FY2008 on October 5, 2006. 

“This Agenda is a two-year funding request using the final years of last year’s agenda with the 
addition of the new account, the public libraries fund,” said Robert Maier, MBLC Director. 

In addition to the reworked language describing each of the Board’s line items, the docu
ment this year includes graphs showing funding levels for the past seven years, along with 
this year’s request.  Also, due to the fact that a Capital Bond Bill was not authorized in the 
2005-2006 Legislative Session, a request for new capital funding to cover the projects on the 
Public Library Construction Waiting List is included. 

Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners Legislative Agenda for FY2008 
Strong libraries are essential for education and lifelong learning, for economic development, for strong 
communities and for a strong democracy. 

The Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners (MBLC) works toward equity of 
access to library services by creating a level playing field so that residents of all ages 
across the Commonwealth have access to essential library collections, services, facilities 
and electronic content regardless of where they live. Through libraries, residents find 
information and knowledge to improve their lives, to support education, to build their 
communities and to sustain our democracy.  

Equity of access requires that public, school, college and university, and nonprofit and cor
porate libraries work together.  State funds administered by the MBLC make every library 
better and assure that libraries provide the best value for taxpayer dollars. 

ommissioner Dr. Em 
Claire Knowles, 

Chair of the 
Massachusetts Board of 
Library Commissioners, 
announced that following 
a nationwide search, 
Nancy Rea of Haverhill 

(continued on page 3) 

Heath, Dalton & Dudley 
Receive Construction Awards 
Waiting List Moves Up 

The Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners (MBLC) announced on 

November 3, 2006 that it had awarded 
$5,604,666 in Provisional Awards from the 
Massachusetts Public Library Construction 
Program to the Dalton Free Public Library, 
Heath Free Public Library and the Pearle L. 
Crawford Memorial Library in Dudley from 
the 2004-2005 Grant Round. 

“Funds sufficient to fund the entire first two 
grants, as well as a substantial portion of the 
third grant, have been scheduled in the 
Capital Budget of the Commonwealth for 
FY2007 and beyond,” said Robert Maier, 
MBLC Director. The Board agreed that the 
municipalities receiving these grants have 
until July 12, 2007, to achieve local funding 
of their projects and execute a contract with 
the Board. 

The awards are: 
Municipality Library Award 

Heath Heath Free Public Library $1,184,568 

Dalton Dalton Free Public Library $2,690,945 

Dudley* Pearle L. Crawford Memorial Library $1,729,153 

* This is a partial award. Dudley is also now #1 on the Waiting List for an 
additional $585,421. 

With the awarding of these grants, munici
palities on the Waiting List moved up and 
now constitute an additional 31 communi
ties that total $84,701,441. Funding for 
these projects is pending the passage of a 
new Bond Authorization. 

(continued on page 3) 

Rea Appointed Deputy 
Director 

C

Nancy Rea has been appointed as the 
new Deputy Director & Head of Library 
Development for the Board. 

“It is a great pleasure to be able to 
announce the appointment of Nancy Rea as 
our new deputy director,” said Dr. 
Knowles. “After more than four years 
without this position, the Board is thrilled 
to be able to fill positions that were lost to 
the state’s economic downturn of several 
years ago. Ms. Rea’s depth of library experi
ence and knowledge of staff development, 
supervision and team management made 
her our unanimous choice.” 

For the past three years, Rea has been the 
director of the Haverhill Public Library 
where she was responsible for moving that 
library from threat of closure to fiscal stabil
ity. Prior to coming to Haverhill, Rea worked 
for the Anne Arundel County Public Library 
in Maryland where she moved through the 
system from a library associate at two 
branches, to managing branches, and finally 
serving as their staff development coordina
tor for a staff of more than 200. 

“I am well aware of the challenges that libraries 
(continued on page 7) 



Board Meeting Highlights 
The September Board 
Meeting of the 
Massachusetts Board of 

Library Commissioners (MBLC) took place 
on Thursday, September 7th at the MBLC 
headquarters in Boston. 

Board Chairman Dr. Em Claire Knowles 
opened the meeting. She said she had the 
privilege to attend the 72nd International 
Federation of Library Associations and 
Institutions (IFLA) conference in Seoul, 
Korea. One of the highlights was the 
announcement of the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation 2006 Access to Learning Award 
of $1 million to Nepal’s Rural Education 
and Development (READ), a nongovern
mental organization based in Katmandu, for 
its pioneering approach to providing no-
cost public access to computers and the 
Internet to residents, and its commitment 
to promoting information and literacy.  She 
also stated that she had attended a non-par
tisan voter event at Roxbury Community 
College where several of the candidates for 
governor spoke and took questions. 

In his report, MBLC Director Robert Maier 
said he had been working on several initia
tives that the Board would be acting upon 
the Public Libraries Fund, State Aid Review 
Committee, and Public Relations Advisory 
Committee. He also announced that a 
Request for Responses (RFR) for Statewide 
Electronic Resources would be released on 
September 11, 2006, and that the search for a 
new Deputy Director and Head of Library 
Development for the MBLC was complete. 

In other news, he said that he and Maureen 
Killoran, MBLC Head of Public Library 
Advisory & Government Liaison, had met 
with the Legislative Committee of the 
Massachusetts Library Association to help 
with the draft of the Board’s FY2008 
Legislative Agenda. He also said that they, 
along with Commissioner George Comeau, 
had met with State Senate President Robert 
Travaglini about the Public Library 
Construction Bond Bill. Finally he 
announced that the Target Foundation had 
made three grants to the Boston Public 
Library, Springfield City Library and 
Worcester Free Public Library for a total of 
$95,000; Shelley Quezada, MBLC 
Consultant to the Unserved, had attended 
the Lifelong Access Libraries Institute 2006, 
sponsored by the Americans for Libraries 
Council, in North Carolina; Gregor 
Trinkaus-Randall, MBLC Preservation 
Specialist, had been accepted as a Fellow of 
the Society of American Archivists; and he 
mentioned some feedback that the My Own 
Café Web site for teens, sponsored by the 
Southeastern Massachusetts Regional 
Library System, had received. 

Killoran in her Legislative Report 
announced two upcoming programs for 
trustees and friends of libraries: Friends 
Sharing with Friends on September 16th and a 
Fundraising Workshop on Conducting an 
Annual Appeal on September 30th. She also 
stated that several Trustee Orientations 
would be conducted around the state in 
conjunction with the Massachusetts 
Regional Library Systems. The annual 

Trustee and Friends surveys have also been 
completed, she said, and announced that 
there are more than 2,500 public library 
trustees and 64,000 friends of libraries in 
the Commonwealth. 

The appointment of a new MBLC Deputy 
Director/Head of Library Development was 
then voted on. Maier reported that 29 appli
cations were received and that after two 
rounds of interviews, it was recommended 
to offer the job to Nancy Rea, Director of 
the Haverhill Public Library. Commissioner 
Comeau who had represented the Board in 
the final interview process, stated that he 
was very impressed with Rea and was 
excited to be able to have this important 
position at the Agency filled. (See story on 
page 1) 

Director Maier then brought before the 
Board the Special Priorities and Projects for 
FY2007 that would be funded under the 
Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA). 
Among the items that total $825,000 were: 
Massachusetts Center for the Book 
$20,000; Emergency Assistance - $10,000; 
Leadership Institute - $50,000; Public 
Awareness Campaigns - $250,000; LSTA 
FY07 Direct Grant Training Programs 
$10,000; Trustee & Friends Programming 
$5,000; Statewide Newspaper License Offset 
- $200,000; Web site - $70,000; Virtual 
Catalog - $55,000; Development of 2008
2012 LSTA Long-Range Plan - $25,000; 
State Aid Review Committee Facilitation 
$15,000; Development of a PR & Marketing 
Plan - $25,000; Enhanced Patron Access to 
Electronic Content - $100,000; and Small 
Public Library Broadband Incentive 
$10,000. 

Next up was the Preliminary FY2008 LSTA 
Budget. Assuming level funding for 
Massachusetts in this act by Congress, the 
Board approved the preliminary budget 
“totaling $3,589,833 with direct grants funded at 
a total of $1,354,833.” 

Beth Wade, MBLC Grants Manager, then 
brought to the Board several appointments 
to the State Advisory Council on Libraries: 
Roberta Glenn of Northampton as a user; 
Karin Deyo of Taunton as a school library 
representative; and reappointed Francis 
Murphy of Arlington as user; and Susan 
Glover Godlewski of Chelsea and Ann 
McLaughlin of Falmouth as public library 
representatives, for terms expiring on 
September 30, 2009. The Board unani
mously voted their approval. 

David Gray, MBLC Director of 
Communications & Public Information, 
brought to the Board the names of 17 indi
viduals to form the first Public Relations 
Advisory Committee. He stated that half of 
the Committee was being recommended for 
terms ending in June of 2007 and half for 
terms ending in June of 2008 that would 
allow for the Committee to have some con
sistency from year-to-year. Saying they were 
looking forward to having the Committee 
begin its work, the names were approved. 
(The complete list of names was published 
in the September-October issue of MBLC 
Notes, Vol. 25, No. 5) (continued on page 6) 
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Massachusetts Book Award 
Winners Announced 

Honoring books published in 2005, the 
Massachusetts Center for the Book 

honored the authors of the 2006 
Massachusetts Book Awards on October 15, 
2006 in a ceremony at the Lenox Town Hall, 
followed by a reception at the Lenox Library. 

This year’s winners included The Season of 
Open Water by Dawn Clifton Tripp for 
Fiction; and Hedwig and Berti by Frieda 
Arkin and Flashback by Gary Braver for 
Fiction Honors. The Peabody Sisters: Three 
Women Who Ignited American Romanticism by 
Megan Marshall for Nonfiction; and 
Mistress Bradstreet: The Untold Life of America’s 
First Poet by Charlotte Gordon and A Sense of 
the Mysterious: Science and the Human Spirit 
by Alan Lightman. Zeppo’s First Wife: New 
and Selected Poems by Gail Mazur for Poetry; 
and Natural History by Dan Chiasson and 
Habitat: New and Selected Poems, 1965-2005 
by Brendan Galvin for Poetry Honors. 
Where the Great Hawk Flies by Liza Ketchum 
for Children’s / Young Adult Literature; 
and The Old African by Julius Lester and 
Beneath the Streets of Boston: Building America’s 
First Subway by Joe McKendry for 
Children’s / Young Adult Literature 
Honors. 

Massachusetts Center for the Book Chairman Robert Maier, and 
Director of the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners, 
left, greets Children’s / Young Adult Literature Honoree Julius 
Lester, right, and his wife, Milan. 

Funding Requests (continued from page 1) 

Keep Libraries Working for the People of 
Massachusetts 
Citizens of Massachusetts are using libraries 
more than ever, and they rely on the links 
between libraries provided through state 
funding administered by the MBLC.  No 
library can meet the demands of its users 
with local resources alone. Funding cuts 
since 2001 have placed immense burdens 
on local library budgets at a time when 
demand for services is rising. 

• The MBLC provides statewide leader
ship to implement cooperative library 
service that works toward the goal of 
equal access to library resources for all. 

• Regional library systems strengthen 
local libraries through staff training and 
technical assistance; managing a deliv
ery service that carries 12 million items 
between libraries enabling residents of 
Massachusetts to receive needed books, 
audio and video recordings; providing 
interlibrary loan and reference services; 
and licensing electronic content. 

• Specialized services for blind, legally 
blind and disabled residents keep them 
in tune with the world of ideas 
through talking books, Braille and large 
print books. 

• Library service is improved through 
state aid to public libraries where 
equity of access begins. 

•	 Library Technology and Resource Sharing 
funds support automated library networks 
that open access to their member library 
collections to all residents; provide online 
electronic content (magazine and newspa
per articles, research materials, and 
business and health information) making 
it easy for residents to find information 
any time; and assure that public Internet 
access is available through libraries. 

•	 A state incentive for public libraries to 
enhance the services they offer through 
private fund raising creates local partner
ships that strengthen libraries and 
communities. 

Fund Public Library Construction 
Strong libraries need up-to-date facilities. 
With the support of the legislature and past 
and present administrations, the 
Commonwealth has established a model 
program for funding construction of public 
library buildings that meet the needs of an 
information society, are accessible to persons 
with disabilities, and serve as community 
centers. The current waiting list of 31 com
munities requires at least $85 million in new 
capital funding authorization. 

FY2008—FY2009 Budget Request 
PREVIOUS HIGH FY2007 FY2008 FY2009 

ACCOUNT ACCOUNT TITLE FUNDING LEVEL BUDGET* REQUEST PROPOSED 

7000-9101 MBLC Administration $1,229,472 $1,000,732 $1,150,000 $1,250,000 
7000-9401 State Aid to Regional Public Libraries $17,623,954 $15,730,361 $17,787,983 $19,066,795 
7000-9402 Talking Book Library (Worcester) $390,000 $390,000 $400,000 $415,000 
7000-9406 Talking Book & Machine Lending Agency (Perkins) $2,182,175 $2,182,175 $2,385,800 $2,589,425 
7000-9501 State Aid to Public Libraries $9,949,804 $9,289,844 $9,646,484 $9,949,804 
7000-9506 Library Technology & Resource Sharing $4,420,235 $2,833,000 $4,666,000 $6,000,000 
7000-9507 Public Libraries Fund $0 $250,000 $1,000,000 $1,000,000 

*These figures were prior to 9C cuts announced by Governor Mitt Romney at press time. 

Construction Grants (continued from page 1) 

Nonfiction Honoree Megan Marshal, left, and Poetry Honoree 
Gail Mazur, right, at the Massachusetts Book Awards reception. 

Massachusetts Public Library Construction 
Waiting List as of November 2, 2006 

Rank Municipality Library	 Award 
1 Dudley* Pearle L. Crawford Memorial Library $585,421 
2 Mashpee Mashpee Public Library $2,551,775 
3 Auburn Auburn Public Library $3,642,454 
4 Shrewsbury Shrewsbury Free Public Library $3,447,211 
5 Falmouth Falmouth Public Library $2,671,086 
6 Westhampton Westhampton Memorial Library $926,151 
7 Millis Millis Public Library $2,425,712 
8 Norwell Norwell Public Library $2,694,676 
9 Belchertown Clapp Memorial Library $2,910,926 

10 Belmont Belmont Memorial Library $4,629,186 
11 Holyoke Holyoke Public Library $3,797,908 
12 Buckland Buckland Public Library $460,520 
13 Upton Upton Town Library $2,395,993 
14 Boxford Boxford Town Library $2,421,080 
15 Holbrook Holbrook Public Library $1,709,231 
16 Bourne Jonathan Bourne Public Library $2,480,610 
17 Gloucester Gloucester Lyceum & Sawyer Free Library $3,956,355 
18 Edgartown Edgartown Free Public Library $3,994,397 
19 Westwood Westwood Public Library $3,216,460 
20 Woburn Woburn Public Library $4,152,806 
21 Dartmouth** Dartmouth Public Libraries (Branch) $2,375,919 
22 Everett** Shute Memorial Library (Branch) $1,372,274 
23 Dighton Dighton Public Library $2,036,139 

In addition, Reading Guides created by 24 Hull Hull Public Library 	 $2,443,200 

librarians are available for many of the 
25 Ware	 Young Men’s Library Association $2,494,311 
26 Walpole Walpole Public Library  $3,387,986

award winners, and author visits to libraries 27 Winchendon Beals Memorial Library $2,878,734 
can be arranged by contacting the 28 No. Attleborough Richards Memorial Library $4,231,620 

Massachusetts Center for the Book, says 29 Granby Granby Free Public Library $ 859,550 

Sharon Shaloo, Executive Director. 30 Foxborough Boyden Library $3,010,092 
31 Boston—Mattapan** Boston Public Library—Mattapan ( Branch) $4,541,658 

Total	 $84,701,441 
(Note that the Pearle L. Crawford Memorial Library in Dudley has been granted a split award totaling $2,314,574 putting it on both the 
Grant Award List and the Waiting List.) Numbers 1-22 placed on Waiting List by a Board vote on July 7, 2005, and Numbers 23-31 by a 
Board vote on April 6, 2006. *Dudley received a partial award of $1,729,153 on November 2, 2006. **Branch libraries have lower priority 
within rounds. Further information about the Construction Grants can be found on the MBLC Web site at www.mass.gov/mblc. 

Massachusetts Center for the Book Executive Director Sharon 
Shaloo greets State Rep. Smitty Pignatelli at the Lenox Town Hall. 
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ARYAshby Opens After Long Wait


Ashby preschoolers cut the ribbon to officially open the Ashby Free Public Library on Sunday, 
October 22nd, assisted by Library Trustee John Mickola, left. 

Alarge crowd gathered across the street from the expanded Ashby 
Free Public Library on the Town Green, on Sunday, October 

22, 2006 to hear local and state officials thank the townsfolk and 
everyone involved in helping to expand the original library.  Built 
and given as a gift to the town by Edwin Chapman in 1901, the 
building had been inaccessible, mechanical and electrical codes not 
up to date, as well as undependable plumbing and little room for 
today’s technological needs. 

Utilizing grants from the Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners (MBLC), a Community Development Block Grant, 
local funding and private donations, this $3.1 million project is now 
complete, said Library Trustee John Mickola, emcee for the day. 

A new modern addition was added to the back of the Ashby Free Public Library that was built in 1901. 

State Senator Robert Antonioni and State Representative Robert Rice 
both congratulated the town on its “steadfastness”. “We are in a 
much different age today than when this library first opened. The 
library is where so many experience their first taste of new technol
ogy in their quest for learning,” said Sen. Antonioni. “This is a great 
day on behalf of the public and private sector in providing this facil
ity,” said Rep. Rice. 

MBLC Commissioner Katherine Dibble also expressed her congrat
ulations and said that the “town of Ashby had proven its willingness 
to work toward expanding and improving on the gift of Edwin 
Chapman. Congratulations!” 

Prior to the crowd marching across the street and having several 
three- and four-year-olds cut the ribbon to officially open the build
ing, the Library Trustees announced several scholarships to recent 
high school seniors who were attending college, as well as announc
ing a new library volunteer program for high school students. 

LIBR 
HAPPENINGS 

Lilly Legacy Lives On 

The Lilly Library in the Village of Florence held its Grand Re-Opening 
Celebration in Northampton on Sunday, November 5, 2006. 

T

Local author Elinor Lipman said she was so excited 
to be back in her hometown library and that it was 
now large enough to hold all types of events and even 
more of her favorite books. 

o the residents of the vil
lage of Florence in 

Northampton, the legacy of 
Alfred Lilly was very evident 
on Sunday, November 5, 2006 
when they held a grand re
opening celebration for the 
Lily Library’s renovation and 
expansion. 

It seemed that everyone turned 
out for the festivities that 
began with a concert by the 
Florence Community Band to 

an overflow crowd. Lilly Library Trustee Holly Hargraves then 
enthusiastically welcomed everyone and thanked the many individ
uals, community groups, volunteers and supporters who had made 
the project a success. 

State Sen. Stanley Rosenberg also congratulated the town and said 
“so many have stepped up to the plate – especially those who took 
the lead in getting the funding for this project. And, he concluded, 
I especially want to thank the Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners (MBLC) for this (Public Library Construction) 
program. They really do a terrific job.” 

Others lending their congratulations included State Rep. Peter 
Kocot, Northampton Mayor Mary Clare Higgins, MBLC 
Commissioner Katherine Dibble, and Library Director Martine 
Hargreaves who gave an overview of the project. In her remarks, 
Mayor Higgins said, “It is one of the key roles of government to do 
things we couldn’t do on our own. This is a shining example of 
this, and a wonderful testament of the role that libraries play in our 
democracy.” 

MBLC Commissioner 
Katherine Dibble, MBLC 
Library Building Consultant 
Patience Jackson, and State 
Rep. Stanley Rosenberg, 
were given a tour of the 
expanded and renovated 
Lilly Library by Library 
Director Martine 
Hargreaves, right. 

In concluding the ceremony, local author Elinor Lipman said that 
as a child she loved libraries and recalled how her dad had read the 
New York Times Book Reviews and then went to the library to get 
the books. …It is so great to live here in Florence and to have this 
gem of a library.” 
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RARY 
PPENINGS 

Children’s Book Festival Draws 
Thousands to Copley Square 
The 3rd annual Boston Globe Children’s Book Festival, presented 
by Target and co-hosted by the Boston Public Library and Read 
Boston went off without a hitch! The day-long September 16th 

The Boston Public Library Connolly Branch Children’s Librarian Laura Foner stops traffic with a 
Spanish/English read-and-sing-along so infectious that even parents, Globe staff, and passers-by joined in. 

Boston Celtics players Gerald Green (left), Al Jefferson 
(center) and a representative from the Celtics Women’s 
Group (right) read from The Boston Celtics Hero Book and 
share stories about their own personal heroes. 

event drew an estimated 
12,000 children, parents, 
and other book lovers to 
Copley Square over the 
course of six hours. 

After opening remarks by 
Mayor Thomas Menino, 
the Children’s Book 
Festival presented a non
stop showcase of 
celebrated national chil
dren’s authors like Rhea 
Pearlman, author of the 
new Otto Undercover book 
series for children aged 7
11 and star of TV’s Cheers 
sitcom; Norman Bridwell, 
creator of the Clifford char
acter and book series; the 
Boston Celtics Al Jefferson 
and Gerald Green, and 
Patricia MacLachlan, 
award-winning author of 

Boston Public Library Children’s Librarian Danielle 
Schulman reads “Fairy Tales Old and New” as a captive 
audience of little tykes hangs on to her every word. 

Arthur, For the Very First 
Time. A bevy of local tal
ent also took to the stage, 

and the Boston Public Library children’s librarians Danielle 
Schulman (Central) and Laura Foner (Connolly Branch) capped off 
the festival with two stellar interactive story hours. 

Williamstown Goes Green 

Eight solar panels have been added to the back of the roof of the 
David and Joyce Milne Public Library in Williamstown. The 2.4 

kW photovoltaic system is expected to produce more than 2,500 kWh 
per year and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

The solar project came about from the efforts of the COOL (CO2 
Lowering) Committee in Williamstown and the participation of 
Williamstown residents by signing up for New England Greenstart. 
Greenstart, part of the GreenUp program offered by National Grid 
allows electricity users to choose cleaner, healthier electricity by select
ing this option on their monthly bill. GreenUp uses a blend of 100 
percent renewable New England energy sources from hydroelectricity, 
wind power, biomass and solar power. 

North Brookfield Begins Saturday, October 14th towns
people from across North

Renovation & Expansion	 Brookfield gathered on the Town 
Green across from the Haston 
Free Public Library to celebrate the 
beginning of the renovation and 
expansion of the gracious 1894 
Romanesque revival building. 

With the steel girders already up, local and state dignitaries cere-
moniously dug ground for the renovation and expansion of the 
Haston Free Public Library in North Brookfield on Saturday, 
October 14, 2006.	

Anne Larsen, Massachusetts 
Board of Library Commissioners 
Library Building 
Consultant/Small Library 
Specialist, paid tribute to the 
vision of the North Brookfield 
community, past and present in 

Residents of North Brookfield gathered on the Town Green to 
hear local and state dignitaries who congratulated the town on its 
dedication to library service.	

supporting library services. 
Documenting the century-long 
relationship between the MBLC 
and the town, and as technology 
has revolutionized library serv
ices, she affirmed the critical role 
libraries serve as a cultural and 
educational haven for the com
munity. 

With the steel girders that outline 
the new addition in the back
ground, Ann Kidd, Director, 
commented on how necessary the 
project was and how wonderful it

Haston Free Public Library 
Director Ann Kidd, left, with will be to have expanded chil-
MBLC Library Building dren’s area, updated wiring that 
Consultant/Small Library will help not only with today’s 
Specialist, right, at the technology, but a more modern 
groundbreaking ceremonies. heating and cooling system. 

The groundbreaking celebration continued at the 
town’s annual Harvest Dinner followed by music and 
dancing at the Fire House.” 

By supporting renewable energy sources, Williamstown reached very 
high participation and qualified as one of the top 10 towns in the 
Commonwealth. To pay for the system, the Massachusetts Technology 
Collaborative provided a grant for $13,200, along with the Clean Energy 
Choice Initiative of the Renewable Energy Trust for a total of $25,821. 

A Web site (www.milnelibrary.org) will show power output in kilowatts per 
day, months and totals since installation, as well as weather conditions. 

In addition, the library received six data loggers through a grant from 
Clean Energy Choice. The loggers are a power analyzer; watt meter and 
electricity monitor that patrons can check out and take home for three 
weeks. This will enable homeowners to root out energy hogs by testing 
home appliances and find the “leakers” in homes and offices. Among the 
most common are computers, stereos and anything that turns on and off 
with a remote control. 

These solar panels on the library are expected to help reduce energy costs. 
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Board Highlights (continued from page 2) 

Dianne Carty, MBLC Head of State Aid 
and Data Coordination, called the 
Commissioner’s attention to the proposed 
Fact Sheet for the FY2007 Public Libraries 
Fund.  The purpose of the fund is to provide 
a matching incentive for funds raised by 
local trustees, friends groups and founda
tions for the enhancement of libraries 
services beyond those provided through 
municipal funding. Following some brief 
discussion, the Fact Sheet was approved. 
(See the September-October issue of MBLC 
Notes, Vol. 25, No. 5 or the Board’s Web site 
www.mass.gov/mblc for complete details). 

The Board Meeting ended with a contin
ued discussion of the Legislative Agenda for 
FY2008. Director Maier stated that the draft 
is a two-year agenda using the figures from 
the final two years of the FY2007 
Legislative Agenda, along with the addition 
of the new account. He also stated that 
since the Senate and House were unable to 
reconvene in a special session to consider a 
Bond Bill the Board would need to add 
construction funding. 

The October Board 
Meeting of the 
Massachusetts Board of 

Library Commissioners (MBLC) took place 
on Thursday, October 5th at the Auburn 
Public Library. Auburn Library Director 
Joan Noonan welcomed the Board, and 
noted that Auburn is number five on the 
waiting list for a grant award under the 
Massachusetts Public Library Construction 
Program and is in urgent need of a new 
library facility. 

Commissioner Dr. Em Claire Knowles, 
Chair, reported that Commissioners John 
Arnold, Edward Bertorelli and she attended 
the first meeting of the State Aid Review 
Committee at the Worcester Public Library. 
She said she spoke, along with 
Massachusetts Library Trustee Association 
President Cindy Schatz, at the trustee ori
entation at Northeast Massachusetts 
Regional Library System in Danvers. She 
also thanked MBLC Director Robert Maier, 
Maureen Killoran, MBLC Head of Public 
Library Advisory, and MBLC Friends 
Liaison Brian Donoghue for their time and 
effort in arranging the trustee orientations 
with the Regions. 

Maier, in his Director’s Report, said he also 
attended the first meeting of the State Aid 
Review Committee. He announced that 
Laurie Brooks, Senior Program Officer for 
State Library Programs at the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services, had visited 
the Board offices where she met with staff 
and then spent the next two days visiting 
libraries in Massachusetts with LSTA grant 
programs. He also announced that, on 
September 15th he was elected chair of the 
Massachusetts Center for the Book (MCB). 

He reported that David Gray, MBLC 
Director of Communications, Sharon 
Shaloo, MCB Executive Director, and he 
staffed the Massachusetts table in the 
Pavilion of the States at the National Book 
Festival on the Mall in Washington, DC on 
September 30th and that more than 100,000 
people attended. He stated that he then 

attended the Chief Officers of State Library 
Agencies (COSLA) meeting in Little Rock, 
Arkansas, where they discussed maintaining 
ongoing relationships with the Gates 
Foundation and Libraries for the Future.  

On construction matters, Maier reported 
that the Easton Public Library Project can 
not go forward because it did not receive 
town support and that Bolton submitted its 
progress report in September. Concerning 
funds awarded to Easton under the 
Massachusetts Public Library Construction 
Program, he said funds already paid to 
Easton would be returned to the General 
Fund of the Commonwealth and that desig
nated future payments would be reallocated 
by the Board. 

Killoran, in her Legislative Report, said that 
the Legislature has not returned to formal 
session and most likely would not until the 
next session of the Legislature. She called 
attention to the Friends Directory that was 
recently completed by the Public Library 
Advisory Unit. She reported that two 
copies of the directory were sent to each 
public library. 

Several Regional Library System FY07 
budget and Plan of Service revisions were 
heard by the Board; among them the 
Central Massachusetts Regional Library 
System (CMRLS), Metrowest 
Massachusetts Regional Library System 
(MMRLS), Northeast Massachusetts 
Regional Library System (NMRLS), and 
Southeastern Massachusetts Regional 
Library System (SEMLS). 

Carolyn Noah, CMRLS Administrator, pre
sented their budget revision to reflect a new 
bottom line of $1,494,159 (an increase of 
$81,077), and adjustments in the Plan of 
Service that place emphasis on continuing 
education to small groups of members in 
their libraries, encouragement of innovation 
through small pilot projects or mini-grants; 
a marketing project to improve visibility for 
the Region and its members; and elimina
tion of the book collection. 

Sunny Vandermark, MMRLS Administrator, 
presented a budget revision with a new bot
tom line of $1,378,934, and noted that the 
FY2007 Plan of Service and Budget evolved 
through information gathered from 
MMRLS service committees, evaluations 
from continuing education offerings, and 
informal input from its 350 member 
libraries. Among the revisions were person
nel, operating and contractual costs. 

Gregory Pronevitz, NMRLS Administrator, 
presented a revision with a new bottom line 
of $1,639,782 and said with this budget 
increase and other funding support, 
NMRLS is able to cover anticipated 
increases in delivery costs; eliminate the 
need for members to cover shipping charges 
for returning mediated interlibrary loan; 
add funding to enhance training for library 
marketing; cover anticipated increases in 
MassCat costs, and contract for shipping of 
summer reading materials. 

Cindy Roach, SEMLS Administrator, pre
sented a budget revision with a new bottom 
line of $2,347,240 that gives SEMLS the abil
ity to level fund most of the fiscal year 2006 

programs and to increase a few. Among its 
revisions were reduced personnel costs; 
increases in books and other library materi
als, increases to the Net Lender program, 
delivery and assistance with a new strategic 
plan. She said that the Planning & Budget 
Committee reviewed the Plan of Service and 
found that no revisions were necessary. 

Next on the agenda was approval of the 
FY08 Legislative Agenda. Chairman 
Knowles said the proposed Legislative 
Agenda for FY2008 was developed from the 
Board’s August 2006 brainstorming session 
and through discussions with the Executive 
Committee. She reminded the 
Commissioners that today’s discussion of 
the Legislative Agenda would be included 
in subsequent revisions. The Board then 
voted to approve the Legislative Agenda for 
FY2008. (See lead story). 

Two commendations were given by the 
Board to librarians who were cited as 2006 
Literacy Champions by the Massachusetts 
Literacy Foundation: Susan Bécam, 
ESL/Literacy Coordinator at Newton Free 
Library and Haydee Hodis, Literacy 
Coordinator at the Brightwood Branch of 
Springfield Public Library. 

Duxbury Summer Reading 
Raises Funds for Louisiana 

Summer reading took a different twist at 
the Duxbury Free Library this year. For 

the past two years, the library has done char
ity-based programs and this year selected 
Cameron Parish Library in Louisiana as this 
year’s cause. Cameron Parish is a suburban 
seaside community similar to Duxbury that 
lost its main library and three branches to 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. 

Children in Duxbury lining up for their Mardi Gras parade dur
ing this summer’s reading program. 

From Bay to Bayou became the slogan, and 
staff designed posters that powerfully repre
sented the situation in Cameron Parish and 
encouraged the Duxbury community to 
participate. A stuffed alligator, “Louie Z. 
Ana”, became the mascot and his image 
graced reading logs, bookmarks, buttons 
and other publicity. 
Twenty-five “Louie” 
alligators were outfit
ted by library staff, 
families, children and 
local businesses, and 
given away via a 
drawing for children 
who completed six 
weeks of reading. 

Everyone in the community was invited to 
participate in summer reading. “By holding 
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our first ever library press conference, we 
got the message out to local and regional 
media,” said Nancy Denman, Head of 
Children’s Services, Duxbury Free Library. 
Mardi Gras week, complete with a parade, 
kicked off the program. 

Through various groups such as the teen 
group, The Bookmarks, the Friends of the 
Duxbury Free Library, Comcast, and others, 
more than $5,600 was raised for Cameron 
Parish for their rebuilding efforts and par
ticipants learned the joy of reading while 
helping others. 

EqualAccess Enters Its 
Second Year in 
Massachusetts 

After its first successful year, the 
EqualAccess Library Services and 

Technology Act (LSTA) grants to promote 
community-responsive programming in 
public libraries will again be available. 

These EqualAccess grants represent collab
oration between the Massachusetts Board 
of Library Commissioners (MBLC) and 
Libraries for the Future, the programming 
wing of the Americans for Libraries 
Council (ALC), a national non-profit 
whose purpose it is to promote new 
approaches to sustaining and developing 
libraries in the 21st century. $300,000 of 
LSTA funds have been set aside to fund the 
EqualAccess grants over a three-year period 
(2006-2008). In 2006, 15 libraries received 
$5,000 to expand their programs and serv
ices in health, lifelong or youth 
programming, referred to as Health Access, 
Lifelong Access, and Youth Access respec
tively. Fifteen additional libraries from 
around the state will receive EqualAccess 
grants in 2007 and 30 in 2008. 

What makes the EqualAccess LSTA grant 
different from other LSTA grants is the way 
project work is distributed. Although 
applying for the grant is less time consum
ing, the real work comes after frontline 
librarians—from reference librarians to 
library directors of smaller libraries—partic
ipate in the four-day EqualAccess Libraries 
Institute and complete the related tasks of 
assessing the assets and needs of target 
audiences, writing work plans and develop
ing outcomes. 

This past summer, participants completed 
formal assets and needs assessments of their 
target groups by conducting focus groups 
and surveys, meeting with town agencies 
and holding community conversations. 
Megan Allen, Assistant Director of the 
Thomas Crane Public Library in Quincy, 
surveyed patrons in both English and 
Chinese. The Chinese survey was distrib
uted at several senior housing projects and 
at the library.  In addition, Allen organized a 
series of three focus groups to explore the 
programming needs and interests of 
Quincy’s older adults.  

Brooke Johnson, Director of the Hinsdale 
Public Library, developed a comical online 
Zoomerang survey to ascertain the health 
needs and wishes of library patrons. “We 
do very much assure you that your results 

will be taken very seriously indeed,” the 
survey began. “However, we did want to 
minimize your suffering very much and 
thusly, we disguised this survey as some
thing funny. (Or not if you don’t appreciate 
British Humour.)” 

Using their assessment findings to inform 
planning, participants developed detailed 
work plans, outcome-based evaluation tools 
and LSTA budgets.  One of the goals stated 
in the work plan produced by Chris Reim, 
Youth Services Librarian at the Palmer 
Public Library, was to “channel youth after 
school ‘energy’ into fun and positive pro
grams and opportunities.” In addition to 
establishing a teen advisory board, she and 
the other Palmer staff will recruit and 
organize the training of Palmer Public 
Library Tech-Know Teens who will be 
available to provide technical support to 
patrons and answer computer-related ques
tions, thereby addressing the needs of two 
separate patron groups. 

Based on information gathered in meetings 
with staff at the local senior center and two 
focus groups held at the Reading Public 
Library, Nancy Aberman, Adult Services/ 
Reference Librarian, and Elizabeth 

(continued on page 8) 

Emerson Greenaway 
Award Goes to Former 
Massachusetts Librarian 

Lucy Gangone, former Associate 
Librarian at the Worcester Public 

Library from 1995-1997, and now Director 
of the Sumter County Library System in 
Florida, was the 2006 recipient of the 
Emerson Greenaway Award of the New 
England Library Association (NELA). 
Gangone received the award during the 
NELA annual conference on Sunday, 
October 22, 2006 at the Sheraton 
Burlington in Vermont. 

Gangone was the champion of NELLS 
(New England Library Leadership 
Symposium), a unique program within 
NELA that develops and explores “leader
ship potential of new librarians, giving them 
the tools that they need to build on that 
potential, and at the same time, invigorate 
each state’s library organizations by intro
ducing new leaders on a regular basis.” 
Besides serving as an officer in various state 
library associations, she has also served as 
past NELA Membership Chair, Treasurer, 
Conference Chair, and President. 

From left to right, Leslie Burger, President of ALA &  Director of 
Princeton Public Library (NJ); Betsy Bray, Director of Cora J. 
Belden Library in Rocky Hill, CT; Lucy Gangone, Emerson-
Greenaway Award recipient; Mary Etter, Director of South 
Windsor Public Library (CT), and  Pat Holloway, Director of 
West Hartford Public Library (CT). 

State Aid Q&A 

QWhat happens if a municipality is not certi
fied to receive State Aid to Public Libraries? 

A1. The noncertified municipality and 
its library will not receive any State Aid 
to Public Libraries monies (M.G.L. 
c.78, s.19A). 

2. Libraries in certified municipalities are 
not required to lend library materials 
to the library in the noncertified 
municipality (605 CMR 4.01 (6a)). 

3. Libraries in certified municipalities are 
not required to extend reciprocal 
library services, beyond in library use 
of their materials, to residents of the 
noncertified municipality (605 CMR 
4.01 (6b)). 

4. The library will not receive support 
through the Small Libraries in 
Networks Program. 

5. The municipality is not eligible to 
apply for funds under the Public 
Library Construction Program (605 
CMR 6.05 (1)(c)), and any existing 
grant will be invalidated because the 
library must maintain eligibility 
throughout the construction process in 
order to receive grant funds (605 CMR 
6.09(7)(b)). 

6. The library will not be eligible to apply 
for grants under the Library Services 
and Technology Act (LSTA) program. 

Deputy Director (continued from page 1) 

face,” said Rea. “As a library director that used 
the resources provided by the Massachusetts 
Board of Library Commissioners, I have come 
to know the value of the Agency to libraries 
throughout the state. I look forward to being a 
part of this Agency and playing a role in serving 
and advocating for all types of libraries in 
Massachusetts. 

As Deputy Director, Rea will serve as a 
member of the Management Team and pro
vide policy and program development. In 
addition, as Head of Library Development 
she will be responsible for the federal Library 
Services and Technology Act program, the 
Massachusetts Public Library Construction 
Program, and programs supporting electronic 
services and resource sharing. 

A graduate of Wheaton College in Norton, 
Rea also has her M.L.S. from the 
University of Maryland in College Park. 
She is a member of the American Library 
Association, Massachusetts Library 
Association and her library was a recipient 
of the 2005 Haverhill Chamber of 
Commerce Annual Service Award. 

Editor’s Note: 
In the September/October 2006, Volume 25 No. 5, 
issue of MBLC Notes, in the article, “Lifelong Access 
Institute Convened in North Carolina,” Ann Keefe, 
reference librarian at the Worcester Public Library, 
was incorrectly identified as Ann Knight. We apolo
gize for any confusion this may have caused. 
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agency.  With more than 15 years experi
ence with the Commonwealth, she has also 
worked for the Secretariat of Public Safety, 
as well as the Office of the Chief Medical 
Examiner.  She has an Associate Degree in 
Accounting from Newbury College in 
Boston. 

Shalit joined the Board in late August from 
GateHouse Media in Quincy where she 
was a system analyst/project manager pro
viding technical support for the company, 
designed and implemented an automated 
credit card process and interfaced with 
department managers and customers. Prior 
to her work with this newspaper company, 
she worked for Ex Libris in Newton as a 
MetLib librarian, and MetLife as a pro
grammer and analyst. She has a B.S. degree 
in Computer Information Systems from 
Bentley College in Waltham, and a M.L.S. 
degree from Simmons. 

Song came to the Board in October, most 
recently from Canada where she worked 
for both the Cornwall Public Library in 
Ontario where she was responsible for digi
tization, web development, programming 
and cataloging digital resources, and the 
McGill University Libraries in Montreal. 
She has also been a teaching assistant in the 
Department of Computer and Information 
Science at the UMass/Dartmouth, as well as 
working for the People’s Insurance 
Company of China. She earned her 
Bachelor of Engineering in Computer 
Engineering at Zhengzhou University in 
China; a M.S. in Computer & Information 
Science from UMass/Dartmouth, and an 
M.L.I.S. from McGill University. 

Fast Facts 
Public library staff answered more than 
98,000 reference questions a week across 
Massachusetts in FY2005. 

As of June 30, 2005, 47 public libraries in 
Massachusetts reported having branch 
libraries, for a total of 113 branches. 
Twenty-two libraries reported having one 
branch, 13 libraries reported having two 
branches, and seven libraries reported hav
ing three to nine branches. Boston 
reported having the most branches with 28. 
Five public libraries also reported having a 
bookmobile. 

Downey 2006 Pride in 
Performance Winner 

Ann Downey, Electronic Data Processing 
Systems Analyst, was this year’s recipi

ent of the Massachusetts Pride in 
Performance for the Massachusetts Board 
of Library Commissioners. This program 
gives formal recognition to Commonwealth 
employees who make meaningful contribu
tions that distinguish them from their 
peers. “Her knowledge of technology and 
efforts at keeping the Agency’s computers 
and electronic files and information 
resources available has contributed to the 
success of the Board,” said MBLC Director 
Robert Maier. 

Downey was feted at a luncheon on Friday, 
October 27, 2006 at the Boston Sheraton. 

Bill Morton, MBLC 
Assistant to the Director 
and Coordinator of the 
MBLC Pride in 
Performance Program, 
with Ann Downey, the 
2006 MBLC recipient, 
and Robert Maier, 
MBLC Director. 

Equal Access (continued from page 7) 

Dickinson, Assistant Director, set goals of 
increasing patrons’ awareness of productive 
aging issues, increasing their knowledge of 
available resources on aging, and increasing 
their opportunities to discuss productive 
aging with others. With the EqualAccess 
funds they have received, they are hosting a 
program series on creativity and productive 
aging and developing a collection on pro
ductive aging. 

Although there was some summer home
work, EqualAccess participants are reaping 
the benefits now as they enter FY07 with 
$5,000 in LSTA funds and a clear and 
informed plan of how to meet the needs of 
their patrons. 

For more information about this year’s 
EqualAccess grant program, please contact 
Eleanor Stafford, the Massachusetts 
EqualAccess Program Manager, at 
eleanor.stafford@state.ma.us or 617-725-1860, 
ext. 228, or refer to the EqualAccess LSTA 
fact sheet on the MBLC Web site at 
www.mass.gov/mblc. 

Calendar of Events

Board Meetings 

MBLC Board Meeting 
Thursday, January 4, 2007, 10 am 
MBLC, 98 N Washington St., Boston 

MBLC Board Meeting 
Thursday, February 1, 2007, 10 am 
MBLC, 98 N Washington St., Boston 

MBLC Board Meeting 
Thursday, March 1, 2007, 10 am

Plymouth Public Library,

132 South Street, Snow date: Thursday,

March 8, 2007, 10 am


MLA Events 

Ways & Means Day 
Wednesday, February 14, 2007, 10 am 
State House, Boston 

Library Legislative Day 
Thursday, April 5, 2007, 10 am 
State House, Boston 

Agency News 

New Staff Join the Board 

In addition to the recent appointment of 
Nancy Rea to be Deputy Director & 

Head of Library Development, (see story 
on page 1), there are three other new faces 
at the Agency: Susan Gibson, Accountant; 
Deborah Shalit, Contracts Manager, and 
Yiluo Song, Web Coordinator. 

From left to right, Yiluo Song, Web Coordinator, Deborah Shalit, 
Contracts Specialist, and Susan Gibson, Accountant. 

Gibson, who has been at the Board since 
early 2006, previously worked for the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts Merit 
Rating Board where she worked the past 
two years, and managed all of the contracts 
and vendor payments, as well as assisting in 
the preparation of a spending plan for 
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