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By Mr. Alexander of Marblehead, petition of Lawrence R.
Alexander for legislation to increase the energy efficiency of oil-fired
furnaces. Energy.

2P[)c Commontoealtf) of jHaMadjuaett*

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety

An Act increasing the efficiency of oill-fired furnaces

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in Genera/

Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 The secretary of communities and development shall study the
2 performance of nozzle-line preheaters for oil burners which are
3 used for space heating and have an oil consumption capacity of
4 three gallons per hour or less and determine whether nozzle-line
5 preheaters are cost-effective for typical applications on such
6 burners in the Commonwealth. The executive office of
7 communities and development shall, after consultation with the
8 board of fire prevention regulations, conduct field tests in the
9 Commonwealth utilizing nozzle-line preheaters on such new oil

10 burners and on such oil burners to which such preheaters have
11 been added as retrofits to determine whether preheaters reduce
12 oil consumption and reduce the incidence of emergency service
13 calls.
14 The secretary shall also review the scientific literature on other
15 technologies which may reduce fuel consumption by such oil
16 burners.
17 The secretary shall file a report with the joint committee on
18 energy no later than January 4, 1991 that includes a detailed

.19 summary of the field tests conducted, an evaluation of the cost-
-20 effectiveness of nozzle-line preheaters and any other technologies
21 which may reduce fuel consumption by such oil burners, and any
22 proposed legislation to encourage fuel conservation in such oil
23 burners.
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24 For the purposes of this section, “nozzle-line preheater” shall
25 mean a device affixed to the nozzle line of an oil burner that raises
26 the temperature of fuel oil to at least one hundred and twenty
27 degrees fahrenheit prior to combustion.
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