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By Mr. DiMasi of Boston, petition of Salvatore F. DiMasi for
legislation to allow the seizure of motor vehicles used for the dumping
of rubbish on certain public land, in or near coastal or inland waters
or on the property of others. Criminal Justice.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety

An Act allowingthe seizure of motor vehicles used for the dump-

ing of rubbish on public land, in or near coastal or inland
WATERS OR ON THE PROPERTY OF ANOTHER.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. The second paragraph of section 16 of chapter
2 270 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 1986 Official Edi-
-3 tion, is hereby amended by inserting at the beginning thereof the
4 following eight sentences:
5 If a motor vehicle is used in committing such an offense and
6 the motor vehicle is observed while the offense is in progress by
7 an officer authorized to enforce this section, the officer may seize
8 the vehicle and remove and store it or otherwise immobilize it by
9 a mechanical device until (1) payment is made to the enforcing

10 authority of a fine set by the enforcing authority up to the
11 maximum fine which may be imposed under this section, (2) the
12 illegally disposed of material is removed and legally disposed of,
13 and (3) payment is made to the enforcing authority of its
14 reasonable towing and storage charges, if any, for the seized

,15 vehicle. If after payment of the above fine, and towing and storage
16 charges, the seized vehicle is necessary to dispose of the material,
17 the enforcing authority shall release the seized vehicle upon the
18 posting of security sufficient to pay for the cost of legal disposal
19 of the material. The security shall be returned to the person post-
-20 ing it upon proof of legal disposal of the material. Within five
21 days of the payment of a fine to secure the release of a seized
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22 vehicle as provided for herein, the enforcing authority to whom
23 the fine is paid shall deposit the fine in court along with a criminal
24 complaint regarding the offense, and the court shall hold the fine
25 until judgment is entered on said complaint; provided, however,
26 that, at the discretion of the enforcing authority, the violation may
27 be disposed of by the non-criminal disposition procedures of G.L.
28 c. 40, §2ID, in which case the maximum fine shall be one thousand
29 dollars. If a conviction is returned on the complaint the court shall
30 award to any person or persons, other than employees of the
31 enforcing authority, whose information materially contributed to
32 the identification of the convicted party, up to five hundred
33 dollars, and the balance of the fine shall be equally divided
34 between the enforcing authority and the court. If said violation
35 is disposed of non-criminally, the balance of said fine, after pay-
-36 ment of the above award, if any, shall be deposited in the general
37 fund of the enforcing authority. Vehicles seized under the provi-
-38 sions of this section which are not claimed or redeemed by their
39 owners as provided for above within thirty days of the date of
40 seizure, may after thirty days notice by certified mail to the
41 vehicle’s registered owner, be sold at auction and the proceeds be
42 applied to the above fines, vehicle towing and storage costs and
43 the costs for legal disposal of the material. Enforcing authorities
44 shall adopt appropriate rules and regulations which provide for
45 the lawful and orderly implementation of this section.

1 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


