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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety

An Act establishing presumptive parole.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 130 of Chapter 127 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by section 2 of chapter 155 of the acts
3 of 1980, is hereby further amended by striking the first sentence
4 in the first paragraph of section 130 and inserting in place thereof
5 the following:
6 All prisoners eligible for parole shall be issued a parole permit
7 upon their eligibility date unless the board determines in writing
8 with specific and sufficient particularities that he or she should
9 not be released on such date because of substantial reason to

10 believe that such prisoner will engage in further criminal conduct
i 1 during the unexpired term of the sentence.

1 SEC I lON 2. Chapter 127 of the General Laws is hereby
2 further amended by striking section 133 and inserting in place
3 thereof the following:
4 Section 133. All prisoners serving a sentence for a nonviolent
5 crime shall be eligible for a parole permit after having served one-
-6 third of the minimum sentence. If two or more sentences are to
7 be served the prisoner shall be eligible after having served one-
-8 third of the aggregate of the minimum terms of such served
9 sentences.

10 All prisoners serving a sentence for a violent crime shall be
11 eligible for a parole permit after having served one-half of the
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4 sentence the words “consider carefully and thoroughly the ques-
-5 tion whether a parole permit should be granted to such prisoner”
6 and inserting in place thereof the following:
7 issue a parole permit unless the board determines in writing
8 with specific and sufficient particularities that he or she should
9 not be released on such date because of substantial reason to

10 believe that such prisoner will engage in further criminal conduct
11 during the unexpired term of the sentence.

1 SECTION 8. Said section 136 of chapter 127 is hereby further
2 amended by striking the last sentence of the first paragraph and
3 inserting in place thereof the following:
4 The parole board shall issue a parole permit unless the board
5 determines in writing with specific and sufficient particularities
6 that he or she should not be released on such date because of sub-
-7 stantial reason to believe that such prisoner will engage in further
8 criminal conduct during the unexpired term of the sentence.


