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relative to amending the appeal process of the workers’ compensation
law. Commerce and Labor.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety

An Act amending the appeal process of the workers compensa-
tion ACT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 152 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 11c, as most recently amended
3 by section 7 of chapter 691 of the Acts of 1987, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following section:
5 Section lie. Any party aggrieved by a decision of an
6 administrative judge after a hearing held pursuant to section 11
7 shall have 30 days from the filing date of such decision within
8 which to file an appeal from said decision to the reviewing board.
9 A party who has by mistake, accident, or other reasonable cause

10 failed to appeal from a decision within the time limited herein may
11 within one year of the filing of said decision petition the
12 commissioner of the department who may permit such appeal if
13 justice and equity require it, notwithstanding that a decree has
14 previously been rendered on any decision filed, pursuant to section
15 12. Appeals to the reviewing board must be accompanied by a
16 fee of 30% of the average weekly wage in the commonwealth,
17 which shall be paid into the special fund pursuant to section 65.
18 Such fee may be waived by the reviewing board for indigent
19 claimants. The reviewing board may not weigh evidence or
20 function as a fact-finder. The reviewing board may recommit the
21 matter to the single member for further findings of fact. The
22 reviewing board shall reverse the decision of a member only if it
23 determines on the basis of such member’s written opinion and on
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24 an examination of a written transcript of the hearing, that the
25 member’s decision is beyond the scope of his authority, arbitrary
26 or capricious, contrary to law, or unwarranted by the facts. No
27 oral argument shall be allowed except when explicitly requested
28 by thereviewing board, but briefs shall be considered if seasonably
29 submitted by a party. Decisions of the reviewing board shall be
30 in writing, shall decide all issues presented, and shall be issued
31 by the reviewing board no more than thirty days from the filing
32 of the appeal and fee, unless an extension is authorized in writing
33 by the director of dispute resolution.

1 SECTION 2. Subsection 2 of section 12 of chapter 152, as
2 appearing in the 1986 Official Edition, is hereby further amended
3 by inserting after line 16 the following: and provided further that
4 clause eof subsection 7of said section 14 of chapter 30A shall
5 not apply.


