
HOUSE 3788

By Miss Travinski of Southbridge, petition of Marilyn L. Travinski
for legislation to further regulate speed limits of motor vehicles. Public
Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety

An Act further regulating speed limits.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION I. Section 18 of chapter 90 of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in the 1988 Official Edition, is hereby amended by
3 inserting after the word “vehicles”, in line 106, the words:
4 except as otherwise provided in section eighteen B.

1 SECTION 2. Said Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby
2 further amended by inserting after section 18A the following
3 section:
4 Section 188. In a city or town the chief of police may
5 recommend special regulations as to the speed of motor vehicles
6 on a way within the control of the city or town, to the board of
7 selectmen or city council who shall make a determination as to
8 speed. Any speed regulation set under this section shall be limited
9 by the following restrictions;

10 1) on a divided highway outside a thickly settled or business
11 district the rate of speed may be set between 45 and 55 miles per
12 hour inclusive.
13 2) on any other way outside a thickly settled or business district
14 the rate may be set between 35-45 miles per hour inclusive.
15 3) inside a thickly settled or business district the rate may be
16 set between 25 and 35 miles per hour inclusive.
17 4) within a school zone which may be established by a city or
18 town as provided in section two of chapter eighty-five the rate
19 may be set between 15 and 25 miles per hour inclusive.
20 The chief of police shall include in his speed regulation proposal
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21 to the board of selectmen or city council: 1) a plan illustrating
22 the zone to be regulated including the location of the speed
23 regulation signs and the locations of all automobile accidents
24 occurring two years previous to the date of the proposal; 2) a
25 report of five trial runs over the roadway to be zoned from five
26 different drivers; and 3) radar observations plotted on speed
27 distribution sheets encompassing a minimum of 100 cars or two
28 hours of observation, whichever comes first. No speed regulation
29 set under this section shall be set in excess of eighty-five percent
30 of the average speed recorded by the radar observations. No such
31 regulation shall be effective until there shall have been erected,
32 upon the ways affected thereby signs, conforming to standards
33 adopted by the department setting forth the speed established by
34 the regulation and then only during the time such signs are in
35 place. The provisions of section eighteen as to speed regulations
36 shall not apply hereto.


