
No. 3920HOUSE
By Mr. Merced of Boston, petition of James M. Shannon, Nelson

Merced, Salvatore R. Albano and Shirley Owens-Hicks relative to
further regulating damages in certain discrimination cases involving
houses and real estate. Housing and Urban Development.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety

An Act further regulating damages in housing discrimination
CASES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in Genera!
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 4of Chapter 1518 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out subsection 10, as appearing in
3 the 1988 Official Edition, and inserting in place thereof the fol-
-4 lowing subsection;
5 10. For any person furnishing credit, services or renting
6 accommodations to discriminate against any individual who is a
7 recipient of federal, state or local public assistance, including
8 medical assistance or rent supplements, because of any
9 requirement of such public assistance, rental assistance or housing

10 subsidy program.

1 SECTION 2. The last paragraph of section sof said chapter
2 1518, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out the first
3 sentence and inserting in place thereof the following two
4 sentences; If upon all the evidence at any such hearing the
5 commission shall find that a respondent has engaged in any such
6 unlawful practice relative to housing or real estate or violated
7 clause (e) of said section thirty-two it may, in addition to any other
8 action which it may take under this section, award the petitioner
9 damages, which damages shall include, but shall not be limited

10 to, the expense incurred by the petitioner for obtaining alternative
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11 housing or space, for storage of goods and effects, for moving and
12 for other costs actually incurred by him as a result of such unlawful
13 practice or violation. The commission may also award the
14 petitioner attorneys’ fees and costs.


