
HOUSE 3955

By Ms. Schur of Newton, petition of Susan D. Schur and other
members of the House relative to the establishment of a parenting
plan in divorce actions. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety

An Act relative to a parenting plan in divorce actions.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and bv the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. The second paragraph of Section 31 of Chapter
2 208 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 1988 Official Edition,
3 is hereby amended by striking, in line 16, the words “thirty days”
4 and inserting in place thereof the following words; sixty days.

1 SECTION 2. The second paragraph of Section 31 of Chapter
2 208 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 1988 Official Edition,
3 is hereby amended by inserting after the second sentence the
4 following sentence: There shall be no presumption either in
5 favor of or against shared legal custody at the time of the hearing
6 on the merits.

1 SECTION 3. The second paragraph of section 31 of chapter
2 208 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 1988 Official Edition,
3 is hereby amended by striking the third and fourth sentences and
4 inserting in place thereof the following two paragraphs: -

5 At the hearing on the merits the parties may reaffirm the
6 previously submitted plan for shared legal custody by
7 resubmitting it, or they may file a new plan setting forth the details
8 for shared legal custody arrangements including but not limited
9 to (1) provisions for the child’s education; (2) provisions for the

10 child’s health care; (3) procedures for resolving disputes between
11 the parties with respect to child-raising decisions and duties; and
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12 (4) the periods of time during which each party will have the child
13 reside and/or visit with him or her, including holidays and
14 vacations, or the procedure by which such periods of time shall
15 be determined. The court may modify the plan with the written
16 agreement of both parties.
17 At the hearing on the merits, if the court determines that the
18 shared legal custody plan has made proper provisions in the best
19 interests of the child and that the parents are willing and able to
20 work together to make major decisions in the best interests of the
21 child, the court may issue an award for shared legal custody.


