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By Mr. Karol of Attleboro, petition of Stephen J. Karol relative
to the Woods Hole, Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket Steamship
Authority. Transportation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety

An Act relative to the woods hole, Martha’s vineyard and
NANTUCKET STEAMSHIP AUTHORITY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 3of chapter 701 of the acts of 1960 is
2 hereby amended by striking out the second and third paragraphs
3 and inserting in place thereof the following three paragraphs:
4 The Woods Hole, Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket Steamship
5 Authority shall consist of five persons to be appointed as
6 follows: —one resident of the town of Nantucket by the selectmen
7 thereof; one resident of the county ofDukes county by the county
8 commissioners thereof; one resident of the town of Falmouth by
9 the selectmen thereof; one resident of the town of Barnstable by

10 the selectmen thereof; oneresident of the county of Dukes County,
11 the county of Barnstable or the county of Nantucket by the
12 governor.
13 The members shall be appointed to serve the following terms:
14 upon expiration of the current term, the member appointed by
15 the selectmen of the town of Nantucket, one year; upon expiration
16 of the current term, the member appointed by the county
17 commissioners of the county of Dukes County, one year; upon
18 expiration of the current term, the member appointed by the
19 selectmen of the town of Falmouth, one year; the member
20 appointed by the selectmen of the town of Barnstable, four years;
21 and the member appointed by the governor, five years. Upon
22 expiration of the aforesaid term of each member his successor
23 shall be appointed in a like manner for a term of five years and
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24 until his successor has been appointed and qualified. The
25 successor of each member shall be appointed in a like manner for
26 a like term except that any person appointed to fill a vacancy shall
27 serve only for the period of the unexpired term. Any member may
28 be removed for cause by the selectmen of the town or the
29 commissioners of the county of which he was a resident at the
30 time ofhis appointment or in the case of the governor’s appointee,
31 by the governor.
32 The chairmanship of said Authority shall rotate every year in
33 the following order: first, the member from Nantucket; second,
34 the member from the county of Dukes County; third, the member
35 from the town of Falmouth; fourth, the member from the town
36 of Barnstable; fifth, the member appointed by the governor.

1 SECTION 2. The fourth paragraph of said section 3 of said
2 chapter 701 is hereby further amended by striking out the second
3 sentence and inserting in place thereof the following sentence:
4 Three members of the Authority shall constitute a quorum, and
5 the affirmative vote of three members shall be necessary for any
6 action taken by the Authority.

1 SECTION 3. Section 5 of said chapter 701, as most recently
2 amended by chapter 584 of the acts of 1981, is hereby further
3 amended by adding the following two paragraphs:
4 This section shall not apply to the operation of a vessel for the
5 carriage of passengers for hire:
6 (1) between the city of New Bedford and the island of
7 Nantucket; provided, however, that such vessel shall not carry
8 more than three hundred passengers each trip and has docking
9 privileges at said island of Nantucket;

10 (2) between the city of Boston and the said island of Nantucket;
I 1 provided, however, that such vessel shall not make more than two
12 round trips each day and shall carry no more than five hundred
13 passengers each way and has docking privileges at said island of
14 Nantucket; and
15 (3) between the said city of Boston and the island of Martha’s
16 Vineyard; provided, however, that such vessel shall not make
17 more than two round trips each day and shall carry no more than
18 three hundred passengers each way and has docking privileges at
19 said island of Martha’s Vineyard.
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20 Any person, association or company operating a vessel carrying
21 passengers for hire under the provisions of the preceding
22 paragraph shall pay annually on or before September first to the
23 town on Martha’s Vineyard or the town of Nantucket where
24 passengers on said vessel disembark an amount equal to two
25 dollars for each such passenger landed in such town by said vessel
26 during the previous twelve months. Such payment shall be
27 deposited in a special account by the town treasurer of such town
28 and expended by the board of selectmen of such town solely for
29 the purpose of providing reasonable and necessary services for
30 tourists.
31 A vessel operating under the provisions of clauses (1), (2) or
32 (3) shall have all necessary approvals of the United States Coast
33 Guard and shall have the approval of the secretary of the executive
34 office of transportation and construction. Said secretary shall
35 promulgate rules necessary to carry out the provisions of this
36 paragraph.

1 SECTION 4. Section 9of said chapter 701 is hereby amended
2 by striking out the seventh paragraph and inserting in place
3 thereof the following paragraph:
4 In case the Commonwealth shall be called upon in the calendar
5 year nineteen hundred and sixty-two or in any subsequent calendar
6 year to pay the Authority any amount under this section on
7 account of any such deficiency for the calendar year nineteen
8 hundred and sixty-one or any subsequent calendar year, such
9 amount with interest or other charges incurred in borrowing the

10 money for the purpose, except such amounts as may be
11 appropriated by the general court therefor, shall be assessed on
12 the towns of Falmouth, Nantucket and Barnstable and the county
13 of Dukes county, in the following proportions: ten percent on the
14 town of Barnstable; ten percent on the town of Falmouth; thirty-

-15 five percent on the town of Nantucket; and forty-five percent on
16 the county of Dukes County. The county commissioners of the
17 county of Dukes County shall allocate such assessment upon said
18 county to be paid severally by the towns in said county, excepting
19 the town of Gosnold, in the same proportions as in the assessment
20 of the county tax.
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1 SECTION 5. Said chapter 701, as most recently amended by
2 chapter 48 of the acts of 1980, is hereby further amended by
3 striking out section 14 and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section;
5 Section 14. There is hereby created and established a board to
6 be known as the finance advisory board of the Woods Hole,
7 Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket Steamship Authority which
8 shall consist of five members; one member to be elected by the
9 voters of the town ofFalmouth for a term of one year, one member

10 to be elected by the voters of the county of Dukes County for
11 a term of two years; one member to be elected by the voters of
12 the town of Nantucket for a term of three years; one member to
13 be elected by the voters of the town of Barnstable for a term of
14 two years; one member who shall be a resident of the county of
15 Dukes County, the county of Barnstable or the county of
16 Nantucket to be appointed by the governor for a term of two years.
17 In the event of a vacancy on said board from whatever cause, such
18 vacancy shall be filled for the remainder of the term in the case
19 of the county of Dukes County by appointment by the county
20 commissioners thereof, and in the case of said towns, by
21 appointment by and in the case of the governor’s appointee, by
22 the governor. Upon the expiration of the term of a member from
23 the town of Falmouth, Nantucket, or Barnstable, his successor
24 shall be elected in like manner for a term of two years. Upon the
25 expiration of the term of the member elected by the voters of the
26 county of Dukes County his successor shall be appointed by the
27 county commissioners of the county of Dukes County for a term
28 of two years, and thereafter each such member shall be appointed
29 in like manner for a term of two years. Upon the expiration of
30 the term of the member appointed by the governor his successor
31 shall be appointed by the governor for a term of two years, and
32 thereafter each such member shall be appointed in a like manner
33 for a term of two years. In the event of a vacancy on said board
34 from whatever cause, such vacancy shall be filled for the
35 remainder of the term in the case of the county of Dukes County
36 by appointment by the county commissioners thereof, in the case
37 of said towns, by appointment by the selectmen and in the case
38 of the governor’s appointee, by the governor.
39 It shall have access to such books, records and files of the
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40 Authority it may deem necessary or desirable for the exercise of
41 its powers. The members of the board shall serve without
42 compensation but shall be reimbursed from the funds of the
43 Authority for any actual expenses necessarily incurred in the
44 performance of their duties.

1 SECTION 6. Section fifteen of Chapter 701 of the acts of 1960
2 is hereby amended by striking out the fourth paragraph and
3 inserting in place thereof the following three paragraphs:
4 Sections forty-four Ato forty-four J, inclusive, of chapter one
5 hundred and forty-nine of the General Laws and section thirty-
-6 nine M of chapter thirty of the General Laws shall apply to
7 contracts of the authority to the same extent and in the same
8 manner as they are applicable to the Commonwealth. The
9 authority shall be deemed to be a public agency for purposes of,

10 and shall be subject to, sections thirty-eight \Vi to thirty-eight K,
11 inclusive, of chapter seven of the General Laws. Any “transpor-
-12 tation improvement” undertaken by the authority shall be deemed
13 a “capital facility” for purposes of section thirty-nine Aof chapter
14 seven of the General Laws. Lor purposes of said section thirty-
-15 nine A, a “building project” undertaken by the authority shall be
16 deemed to include any project undertaken by the authority for
17 the planning, acquisition, design, construction, demolition,
18 installation, repair or maintenance of any building, vessel, or other
19 capital facility and appurtenant structures, facilities, and utilities,
20 including initial equipment and furnishings thereof.
21 Notwithstanding any other provision of general or special law
22 to the contrary, the authority may declare an emergency whenever
23 it determines that the health, convenience or safety of the people
24 using the facilities of the authority will be endangered because of
25 the time required for the fulfillment of any otherwise applicable
26 procedure for the award of a contract involving the repair and
27 restoration to service of any vessel, and the authority may then
28 award contracts to perform work and to purchase or rent
29 materials and equipment as may be necessary for repair and
30 restoration to service of any vessel. The authority shall adopt and
31 comply with written procedures for declaring emergencies and
32 awarding contracts pursuant to this paragraph.
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33 The authority shall adopt and comply with comprehensive
34 written procedures for the procurement of all supplies, equipment,
35 materials, and services, exclusive of employment and collective
36 bargaining agreements. Such procedures shall be in addition to,
37 and shall be consistent with, the provisions of any General Law
38 governing the procurement of supplies or services by state
39 authorities. All contracts of the authority shall be in writing.
40 Procurement contracts in the amount of five thousand dollars or
41 more shall be awarded on the basis of competitive sealed bids,
42 competitive sealed proposals, or in the case of certain professional
43 services specified by the authority, requests for competitive
44 proposals. Bids or proposals shall be invited by advertisements
45 published at least once, not less than two weeks prior to the time
46 specified for the receipt of bids or proposals, in one or more
47 newspapers of general circulation in the towns of Falmouth and
48 Nantucket and the county of Dukes County, and, for
49 procurements in the amount of twenty-five thousand dollars or
50 more, in any publication established by the Secretary of State for
51 the advertisement of such procurements. Whenever the time
52 required to comply with a requirement of this paragraph would
53 endanger the health or safety of the people or their property, the
54 authority may make an emergency procurement without
55 following that requirement, provided that the existence of such
56 emergency is certified in writing in accordance with written
57 procedures adopted by the authority, and provided further that
58 an emergency procurement shall be limited to only those supplies
59 or services necessary to meet the emergency and shall conform
60 to the requirements of this paragraph to the extent practicable
61 under the circumstances. No person shall cause or conspire to
62 cause the splitting or division of any procurement, specification,
63 invitation for bids, request for proposals, proposal, solicitation
64 or quotation for the purpose of evading a requirement of this
65 paragraph or the written procurement procedures of the
66 authority. Each person who causes or conspires to cause a contract
67 to be solicited or awarded in violation of a provision of this
68 chapter or the written procurement procedures of the authority
69 shall forfeit and pay to the authority a sum of not more than two
70 thousand dollars for each violation. In addition, the person shall
71 pay double the amount of damages sustained by the authority by
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72 reason of the violation, together with the costs of any action. If
73 more than one person participates in the violation, the damages
74 and costs may be apportioned among them.

1 SECTION 7. Section 15A of said chapter 701, as amended by
2 chapter 102 of the acts of 1979, is hereby further amended by
3 striking out the first two paragraphs and inserting in place thereof
4 the following two paragraphs:
5 The Authority shall post and advertise in at least one newspaper
6 published in each of the towns of Falmouth, Nantucket and
7 Barnstable and the county of Dukes County all proposed schedule
8 changes no later than sixty days prior to the effective date of said
9 proposed changes. In the event that the Authority shall receive,

10 within thirty days of said posting and advertising, a petition signed
11 by no fewer than fifty persons who are residents of the towns of
12 Falmouth, Nantucket, Barnstable or the county of Dukes County
13 requesting a public hearing on said proposed changes. The
14 Authority shall, within fourteen days of receiving said petition,
15 conduct said public hearing.
16 The location of said hearing shall be either on Martha’s
17 Vineyard, Nantucket, or in the towns ofFalmouth or Barnstable,
18 wherever the greatest number of petitioners reside.

1 SECTION 8. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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