
102 ACTS, 1978 - Chap. 142,143,144 

Chap. 142. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE PENALTY FOR 
DISMISSING CERTAIN PERSONS FROM EMPLOY
MENT OR REFUSING TO EMPLOY THEM BECAUSE 
OF THEIR AGE. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 

Chapter 149 of the General Laws is hereby amended by strik
ing out section 24A, inserted by section 2 of chapter 367 of the 
acts of 1937, and inserting in place thereof the following section:-

Section 24A. Whoever dismisses from employment any person 
between the ages of forty-five and sixty-five, or refuses to 
employ such person because of his age, shall be punished by a 
fine of not more than five hundred dollars. 

Approved May 9, 1978 

Chap. 143. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE APPORTIONMENT 
OF MAINTENANCE OF COUNTY HOSPITALS. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 

Section 85 of chapter 111 of the General Laws is hereby amended 
by striking out the second sentence, as most recently amended 
by section 24 of chapter 766 of the acts of 1971, and inserting 
in place thereof the following sentence:- The commissioners 
shall, immediately after July tenth of each year, apportion the 
balance of the cost of maintenance, operation and repair of such 
hospitals, including the interest paid or due on temporary notes 
issued therefor, for the previous fiscal year, as defined by sec
tion sixteen of chapter thirty-five, to the cities and towns in the 
county in accordance with their evaluation as used in assessing 
the county taxes, and shall issue their warrants against such 
cities and towns for the amount for which they are assessed. 

Approved May 9, 1978 

Chap. 144. AN ACT INCREASING THE PENALTY FOR THE 
VIOLATION OF MUNICIPAL DOG ORDINANCES 
OR BY-LAWS. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 

Section 173A of chapter 140 of the General Laws is hereby 
amended by striking out the first paragraph, as most recently 
amended by chapter 627 of the acts of 1973, and inserting in 
place thereof the following paragraph:-

Whenever a complaint is sought in a district court for a viola
tion of an ordinance or by-law, made under the provisions of 
section one hundred and seventy-three, the clerk shall send a 
written notice to the person complained against stating that such 
a complaint has been sought and will issue unless such person 
appears before such clerk and confesses the offense either per
sonally or through an agent duly authorized in writing, or by 
mailing to such clerk, with the notice the fine provided herein. 
If it is the first offense subject to this section committed by 


