
No. 538SENATE
By Mr. Houston, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 538)

of John Patrick Houston, Lois G. Pines, Salvatore R. Albano and
Richard A. Kraus for legislation to establish an emergency assistance
program for the purpose of providing housing subsidies to the
homeless. Housing and Urban Development.

i In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety

An Act to reduce the number of homeless families in hotels and
MOTELS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 2of Chapter 18 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by adding the following section;
3 (E) In order to reduce the number of families in hotels, motels,
4 and emergency shelters by enabling homeless or imminently
5 homeless families to bridge the gap to a housing subsidy or other
6 income sufficient to enable them to afford housing, the
7 department shall administer an emergency assistance or special
8 needs program, whichever is federally reimbursable to a greater
9 extent. Under such program, the average total cost of temporary

10 emergency shelter shall be payable as a temporary rent subsidy
11 for up to twelve months. For each family eligible for this benefit,
12 the department shall have a written case management plan to
13 ensure that the family will have subsidized housing or other
14 income sufficient to make the full rental liability affordable for
15 the family at the end of the temporary rent subsidy period. For

„J 6 purposes of determining eligibility and preference status for public
*l7 or subsidized housing under all federal or state-funded housing

18 programs, a housing agency shall consider the family’s
19 circumstances as of the date prior to the date the family began
20 to receive the temporary rent subsidy. The temporary rent subsidy
21 shall cease as of the date that payment is due under a federal or
22 state housing subsidy program, or when the family has other
23 income sufficient to enable them to afford housing.
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