
Commontoealtf) of ißastfacfjustetttf

[Similar Matter Filed During Past Session

By Mr. Olver, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1313)
of John W. Olver and Daniel E. Bosley for legislation to provide for
an avenue of appeal in towns of the residential factor in the
classification of property for the purpose of taxation. Taxation.

An Act providing for an avenue of appeal in towns of the resi-
dential FACTOR IN THE CLASSIFICATION OF PROPERTY FOR THE PUR-

POSE OF TAXATION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Section 56 of Chapter 40 of the General Laws, as appearing
2 in the 1986 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out
3 the first paragraph and inserting in place thereof the following
4 paragraph: -

5 The commissioner shall triennially certify as to whether the
6 board of assessors is assessing property at full and fair cash valua-
-7 tion. The selectmen or town council of each town and the city
8 council together with the mayor’s approval in each city, which city
9 or town has been certified by the commissioner of revenue to be

10 assessing property at full and fair cash valuation, shall annually
11 first determine the percentages of the local tax levy to be borne
12 by each class of real property, as defined in section two Aofchap-
-13 ter fifty-nine, and personal property for the next fiscal year; pro-
-14 vided, however, that if a special town meeting requested pursuant
15 to the provisions of section ten of chapter thirty-nine within ten days
16 of the determination made by the selectmen, in a town, votes by a
17 two-thirds majority to determine different percentages of the local
18 tax levy to be borne by each class of real property, as defined in sec-
-19 tion two Aof chapter fifty-nine, and personal property, this deter-
-20 mination shall prevail, and, provided further, that if the mayor
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21 vetoes the city council’s percentages, in a city, the city council may
22 override such veto with a vote equal to two-thirds of the mem-
-23 hers elected. In determining such percentages, the selectmen, town
24 council or the city council, together with the mayor’s approval,
25 as the case may be, shall first adopt a residential factor; provided,
26 however, that if a special town meeting requested pursuant to the
27 provisions of section ten of chapter thirty-nine, within ten days of
28 the adoption of a factor by the selectmen, in a town, votes by a two-
-29 thirds majority to adopt a different residential factor, such different
30 factor shall prevail, and, further that if the mayor vetoes the city
31 council’s factor, in a city, the city council may override such veto
32 with a vote equal to two-thirds of the members elected. Said factor
33 shall be an amount not less than the minimum residential factor
34 determined by the commissioner of revenue in accordance with
35 the provisions of section one A of chapter fifty-eight and shall
36 be used by the board of assessors to determine the percentages
37 of the local tax levy to be borne by each class of real and personal
38 property. Prior to theadoption of such percentages, the selectmen,
39 town council or the city council, as the case may be, shall conduct
40 a public hearing on the question of their adoption. At such
41 hearing, the board of assessors shall provide all information and
42 data relevant to making such determination and the fiscal effect
43 of the available alternatives. The commissioner of revenue shall
44 not approve the tax rate of any city or town under section twenty-
-45 three of chapter fifty-nine until the selectmen, town council or the
46 city council, as the case may be, have held such a public hearing;
47 until the city or town has adopted the percentages of the local
48 tax levy to be borne by each class of real and personal property
49 and, in a town, until ten days have elapsed since the adoption of
50 such percentages and no request for a special town meeting as
51 provided in this section has been requested or if requested
52 subsequently withdrawn.


