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Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, the Constitutional officers whom I’ve
had the pleasure and privilege of serving with these many years, the
Lieutenant Governor, the Treasurer, the Secretary of the Common-
wealth, the Auditor, members of the Judiciary, Cardinal Law, Bishop
Methodios, Bishop Harris, friends all, fellow citizens:

This has not been the best year in my life or yours, but I’ll tell
you. I like the spirit. It’s not Atlanta, but it is pretty close. But 1 guess
the fact that this hasn’t been the best year of our lives may be the
understatement of the century.

1 wish 1 was in a better position to give the Speaker some advice
and counsel about how to run and win a Constitutional office. In fact,
he said the other day, somewhat sadly, that he had always hoped to
get a Governor’s endorsement for Constitutional office but in my
case, he was willing to make an exception.

In fact some of you were at the breakfast last Saturday when 1
virtually guaranteed his election by endorsing Joe Malone.

Seriously, however, he’s been a dear friend and colleague for many
years and, Mr. Speaker, I want you to know that the hearts and love
of the people of Massachusetts go out to you and the Armenian-
American community in this state once again, and the Armenian
community in the Soviet Union which once again is suffering the
horrible burden and tragedy of ethnic strife and prejudice and
discrimination, and 1 want you to know that we’re with you and your
community, and once again are here to do whatever we can to help
in this very difficult time.

As all of you know, the Senate President and 1 were colleagues in
this very Chamber many years ago. He knows more about what the
Greek philosophers and thinkers have had to say about the slings and
arrows of public life than I certainly do. In fact, he reminded me this
morning that it was Menander who said: “He is raised the higher that
he may fall the heavier.” And he also reminded me that it was
Aeschylus in the play “Agamemnon” who reminded us that “pathe
mathos” “suffering is learning.” And we’ve been doing a good deal
of both this year.

But, my friends, the story that best fits what we’ve all been going
through has to do with the local politician who spent almost all of
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his adult life in elective office in what he, at least, thought was fairly
distinguished service. Finally, he died, to the sorrow of the few friends
that he left who thought he had gone too soon. And the joy of his
enemies who wondered why it had taken him so long.

They gave him a grand funeral and escorted his mortal remains in
a long and solemn procession to the cemetery; and there distinguished
clergymen of all faiths delivered lengthy eulogies.

But the next day, when the superintendent of the cemetery came
to the new grave to tidy things up, he was surprised to find, traced
by a bony finger in the new fallen snow, the following epitaph:

Here, richly, with ridiculous display.
The politician’s corpse was laid away.
While all of his acquaintances mourned or slanged.
I wept, for I had longed to see him hanged.
Well, fortunately, hanging is no longer permissible in the

Commonwealth. And I’m still feeling fairly healthy.
But I don’t have to tell you or the people of the Commonwealth

how tough this year has been.
And I really wish tonight, instead of delivering a State of the State

address, that in some way 1 could sit down and talk with each and
every one of you and yes, listen, too to restore the bond that
has been broken between us a bond that over a quarter of a century
of public service, 1 treasure more than you will every know.

Twenty-seven years ago this month, in this very Chamber, 1 began
my career in state service as a young state representative from
Brookline. I was brash; 1 was eager to serve; and 1 wanted to reform
the world. John Kennedy was President. Elvis was King. Civil rights
were on the march. And Bob Cousy was wowing us at the Boston
Garden.

I learned a lot in those eight years as a legislator.
And I came back as Governor in 1974 - still relatively young; still

brash and even more committed to public service.
The Commonwealth at that time was a financial and economic

basket case. They were calling us the New Appalachia. They were
writing us off.

But we fought back. We won some great victories and 1 guess
1 made just about every mistake in the book. And on a cold January
morning in 1979, 1 had to make the long walk down the steps of the
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State House beaten, discouraged, washed up, I thought, as an
elected public official.

You gave me a second chance a very rare thing in politics
And we worked hard in that second term all of us, in and out

of this building to put together a record that made us proud to
be citizens of the Commonwealth.

They called it a miracle and it was.
We made opportunity for all our watchword.
We believed in it, and we worked hard to make it happen
And, swept up by the excitement and the euphoria of it all, I -

and many of you marched off to do battle on the national political
scene in the toughest contest of them all.

Miraculously, that candidacy began to grow and succeed.
And lo and behold, a very long shot candidate found himself on

the road to the Democratic nomination in Atlanta.
But a funny thing happened on the road to the White House
I ran a great campaign for the primary and a lousy one for the

final.
1 lost, and in the process Massachusetts took a very unfair beating
And 1 feel terrible about it.
I know that many of you are angry with me. Feel betrayed. Feel

that 1 put myself before you and the Commonwealth.
It’s clear to me now that I underestimated the amount of time and

energy that it takes to seek the modern presidency. Trying to do two
jobs at the same time was more difficult and more gruelling that I
expected.

And 1 also underestimated the toll that it would take on my family.
During the weeks after the election, 1 was, as you can imagine, very
concerned about Kitty. Lisa’s pregnancy had been very difficult, and
we were all very much concerned about the baby. So it wasn’t the
easiest time in our lives.

And there’s no question that coming off a long and grinding and
disappointing presidential campaign, 1 waded in when 1 probably
should have stepped back.

It’s also clear to me now that it wasn’t the time to expand state
government. But rather a time to pause; to consolidate; to make sure
that we were getting value for every dollar we were spending before
we spent more.

Throw in dramatic declines in state revenue this year that nobody
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forecast, and you have a prescription for trouble and we’ve had
plenty of it.

Harry Truman said, “The buck stops here.”, and he was right. If
a politician takes credit for the sunshine, he’d better be prepared to
take responsibility for the rain.

But, my friends, there comes a time and I believe it has arrived
when nobody’s interest and certainly not the public’s is served

by laying on more blame.
The people of this state want leadership and they want hope and

a sense that their political leaders are ready to take on the future -

not as accountants, but as people of vision who understand just how
extraordinary the new world of the '9os is going to be.

And while they may be unhappy about the state of the state today
and who can blame them they also have a right to be proud

of what we’ve accomplished over the past decade to make this a better
place for ourselves and our children and our grandchildren.

I’m proud of the fact that we’ve created new job opportunities for
500,000 Massachusetts citizens and I hope you are, too.

I’m proud of the fact that we’ve provided our cities and towns with
unprecedented amounts of new state assistance and now have the
lowest property taxes in the Northeast and I hope you are, too.

I’m proud of the fact that I ride a public transportation system these
days that nine years ago literally shut down in the middle of the
Christmas season and today is well on its way to becoming one of
the best public transportation systems in the country and I hope
you are, too.

I’m proud of the fact that you can go down to the Registry these
days and get your license in ten minutes not three hours and
I hope you are, too.

I’m proud of the fact that Massachusetts ranks at the top in its
commitment to a clean environment. Proud today that we have the
sixth largest state park system in the nation and that we are preserving
some of our precious farms and open spaces for future generations

and 1 hope you are, too.
I’m proud of the fact that The Center for the Study of Social Policy

just last week called this Commonwealth the best place in the nation
for children and 1 hope you are, too.

I’m proud of the fact that this state cares about its senior citizens
and its veterans and has done so much to make it possible for them
to live their golden years to the fullest and I hope you are, too.



SENATE -No. 14201990] 9

I’m proud of those seventy thousand single parents on welfare
whom we’ve helped to find jobs and independence and dignity and
I hope you are, too.

And I’m very proud that this Commonwealth of ours is now well
on its way to becoming the first state in the history of the Republic
to guarantee its citizens basic health insurance and I hope you are,
too.

After what we’ve gone through this past year, it may sound crazy
for me to say this.

But ladies and gentlemen, I'm very bullish on Massachusetts and
New England.

I think we have a great future ahead of us if we stop singing
the blues and go to work together - to make things happen in
the 19905.

Let me tell you why; Because we still have all of the strengths, all
of the strengths, that helped us to achieve the miracle of the 'Bos
and they are just waiting to be tapped.

The most productive workers in the world
Some of the most creative entrepreneurs.
Great colleges and universities.
Great medical centers.
And a quality of life second to none.
And that is why even as we acknowledge that the New England

economy is not the red-hot item it was a year or two ago the seeds
of our future growth are already being planted.

And we must nurture them.
In biotech. In semi-conductors and software. In fiber optics. And

electronic systems and polymers. And materials. And new
manufacturing technologies.

And, yes, in mini-computers, as well.
That industry is reforming and restructuring itself after a period

of unprecedented growth, just as state government must do.
But when the restructuring is over, hundreds of thousands of people

will still be earning good incomes at DEC and Data General and Bull
Information Systems and Wang and so many of these companies that
made this state the hot state of the 1980s.

And they will be joined by exciting new companies and new job
opportunities in the “New Tech" industries that are being created even
as we speak.
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State government must be a helping and constructive partner, just
as we were in the 1980s. And to do that, we’ve got to get about the
job this year of closing the budget gap; of getting the budget busters
under control; and of restoring long term fiscal stability to the
Commonwealth and to its cities and towns.

For state government, this is clearly a time for change. 1989 has
taught us that. In the short run, we need new revenues. But our ability
to preserve the gains we’ve made in the ’Bos will require a commitment
to the fundamental reform and restructuring of our most expensive
obligations.

And it will also require us to have a vision of what we want for
the Commonwealth and its people as we get ready for the twenty-
first century.

On Friday, I’ve asked several hundred leaders and citizens in our
economic community to join us at MIT for an all-day conference on
the economic future of Massachusetts and New England.

I’m going to ask them to help us shape an economic agenda that
will win the ’9os for Massachusetts.

An economic agenda that makes this state science-friendly; that
creates a network of science parks across the Commonwealth that are
ready for the growth that will be taking place in the new tech
industries; an agenda that builds the kind of public infrastructure that
we need to support that growth: in the harbor cleanup; the Artery/
Tunnel; the Old Colony restoration; high-speed rail to New York; and
the Turnpike rebuild.

An agenda that renews our commitment to growth and opportunity
in every part of the Commonwealth in northern Berkshire and the
Blackstone Valley; in southeastern Massachusetts and along the
southwest corridor.

An agenda that understands that 85% of the new jobs that we’ll
be creating in this state in the next twenty years will require at least
a community college education and that we must invest in our schools
and colleges and in life-long education and training.

An agenda that understands that our marketplace is no longer just
New England, or even just America.

My friends, our marketplace is the world.
And a region of the country which used to be at a serious

disadvantage when it came to competing for national markets is now
the nation’s stepping stone to the European community.
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It is Massachusetts and New England that have the ties to the
European economic community culturally, ethnically, geographi-
cally, educationally.

It is Massachusetts and New England that have the brains and the
know-how to make 1992 not only the year in which we celebrate
Columbus’ discovery of America, but the year in which we rediscover
Europe the place from which so many of us and our parents and
grandparents came.

And that is why our Export NOs campaign to double Massachusetts
exports over the next five years is so exciting and so promising

and so much a part of what we must be doing together.
We’ve got to “go international” in this state with a vengeance. Not

just in a business sense. But in our schools as well.
Our kids have got to get back to the study of geography.
Foreign languages once again must be an important part of our

children’s education and an important part of the pride we should
be instilling in those children lucky enough to grow up bilingual.

International education these days isn’t just a slogan.
It must become a permanent part of what we teach and how

we teach it.
Now, there’s more much more that we’ll be doing together

this year and in the years to come.
Building the Governor’s Alliance Against Drugs and Alcohol

already the best in the country so that our children can grow up
strong and healthy and with a sense of hope about their future.

Taking advantage of the sudden surplus of housing to open up that
door of housing opportunity to thousands of young families who were
practically shut out of the market by this wild surge in home prices
that we’ve been experiencing.

Helping to heal the wounds that have been reopened by the violence
and the deception of one man wounds that have caused us to look
deeply once again into our feelings about each other and about our
community.

Finally, my friends, there’s one other thing that 1 hope we’ll be doing
together this year. It has to do with public servants those in and
out of government who work everyday to try to improve the quality
of life of their fellow citizens.

Public servants who find homes for those without a place to call
their own. Who nurse the babies that are being born addicted to
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cocaine or infected with AIDS. Who risk their lives rescuing battered
and abused children.

Public servants who patrol the overcrowded and dangerous
corridors of our prisons. Who clean hazardous wastes from our rivers
and streams. Who teach tomorrow’s leaders in our schools and
colleges and universities. Who risk life and limb to keep our streets
and neighborhoods safe and secure, every day. These are the people
that confront the people and the issues that some would rather forget.

I’m sure it will sound strange to many of you out there who have
been listening all year to the sound and fury about state employees
and their alleged deficiencies.

But anyone who knows and understands state government will tell
you that Massachusetts has been served over the past decade by some
of the best and most dedicated public servants we’ve ever had and
they deserve our appreciation, this year and every year.

You know, over the past two hundred years, the Commonwealth
has had its ups and its downs. For most of the past decade, we’ve
been way up.

Which may be one of the reasons why we feel so down these days.
But the test of our strength is not how well we do when times are

good.

That’s easy.

It's when times are tough that people have a chance to see what
we’re made of.

During my last twelve months as Governor I intend to work as hard
as 1 know how - and to do the very best 1 can each and every day.

1 want to work with you and the people of the Commonwealth.
1 want to restore that bond.
1 want to help us regain the confidence that made us what we were

in the ’Bos.
You know, last Sunday, just a couple of days ago, 1 dropped over

to visit John and Lisa and Allie at their apartment. And I don’t have
to tell any grandparent here in the State House tonight or any of you
in your living rooms what an incredible joy it is to have one’s
grandaughter reach out to you with a smile that literally lights up the
world.

Alexandra Jane Dukakis will be celebrating her first birthday on
February first.

And what is so extraordinary about this time and place in which
we live is that she may be able to grow up in a world where, for the
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first time in history, we have the opportunity to create a world that
can resolve our differences without war and without bloodshed; a
world where we can almost quite literally beat our swords into
ploughshares; where we can use that “peace dividend” not for weapons
of war, or S and L bailouts, or more tax cuts for the wealthy but
to build a life of peace and understanding and opportunity for Allie
and millions and millions of children like her all over the world.

A world where people everywhere can say what they think; and
write what they want to write; and be what they want to be and
not have to answer to the orders of some censor or the knock on the
door of the secret police.

Those values and those freedoms were born and took root here in
the Massachusetts Bay Colony. They were first spelled out in
something called “The Massachusetts Body of Liberties” in 1641.

“Every person within this jurisdiction,” it said, “whether inhabitant
or forreiner, shall enjoy the same justice and law that is general! for
the plantation, which we constitute and execute one towards another
without partialitie or delay.”

My friends, it’s time for a new beginning.
A new beginning in a state that has defined liberty and democracy

and social responsibility for the world for over two hundred years.
We have a lot to be proud of in Massachusetts.
And we have a lot to do together.
Thank you all very, very much.

This Document Has Been Printed On 100% Recycled Paper








