
[Similar Matter Filed During Past Session
See Senate No. 1056of 1991.]

By Mr. Barrett, petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1131)
of Michael J. Barrett and Mary Jane Gibson for legislation to establish
a special commission on government operations. State
Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Two

An Act establishing a special commission on government

OPERATIONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. A special commission to consist of twenty
2 members is hereby established to investigate and study as a basis
3 for both executive and legislative action methods of improving
4 the operation and cost-effectiveness of state government. In
5 making its investigation and study, the commission shall review
6 the operations of executive, legislative and judicial agencies and
7 evaluate potential improvements in those operations. The
8 commission shall make recommendations in the following areas:
9 1) Opportunities for increased efficiency and reduced cost that

10 can be realized by executive action or legislation;
11 2) Instances where managerial accountability can be enhanced
12 and administrative control can be improved;
13 3) Opportunities for improving public confidence in state
14 government operations by eliminating wasteful and unproductive
15 practices;
16 4) Specific instances where further analysis is warranted by the
17 potential for additional savings;
18 5) Enhanced reporting of information and data relating to
19 governmental expenditures, indebtedness and personnel
20 management;
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21 6) Savings in data processing and information management;
22 7) The budget process, including revenue projections; and
23 8) Capital planning and expenditures.
24 Said commission shall consist of six chief executive officers or
25 presidents of corporations located in the commonwealth, each to
26 be appointed by the governor from a list of three individuals
27 nominated, respectively, by the following organizations: the
28 Massachusetts High Technology Council, the Associated
29 Industries of Massachusetts, the Coalition, the Massachusetts
30 Business Roundtable, the Massachusetts Bankers Association,
31 and the Massachusetts chapter of the National Federation of
32 Independent Business.
33 Additional members of the commission shall be the president
34 of the Massachusetts Taxpayers Foundation, the president of a
35 private institution of higher learning located in the common-
-36 wealth, two faculty members of private graduate schools of
37 business administration located in the commonwealth, and one
38 faculty member of a private graduate school of public
39 administration located in the commonwealth, all to be appointed
40 by the governor; three members of public sector unions, to be
41 appointed by the governor; two persons familiar with and
42 experienced in management consulting, to be appointed by the
43 auditor of the commonwealth; the assistant secretary for the office
44 of purchased services in the executive office of administration and
45 finance; the chairperson of the state ethics commission; and two
46 lay persons who shall at no time have been members or employees
47 of the executive, legislative or judicial branch of government, to
48 be appointed by the president of the senate and the speaker of
49 the house, respectively.
50 The president of a private institution of higher education shall
51 be the chairperson of the commission. Any vacancy on the
52 commission shall be filled by the appropriate appointing or
53 designating authority, unless there is at the time of such vacancy
54 no such authority, in which case by the governor. Such vacancy
55 shall not affect the powers and duties of the commission.
56 A quorum of eight members shall be necessary to conduct the
57 business of the commission. A majority vote of the commission
58 shall mean a majority of the members authorized to be appointed
59 to serve.
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60 The members of the commission shall serve unless otherwise
61 provided herein without compensation but shall receive their
62 necessary expenses incurred in the discharge of their official
63 duties. The commission shall be provided with offices.
64 The commission shall consult with the General Court during
65 its review.
66 The commission may employ an executive director and such
67 other staff as it may deem necessary, subject to funding. The
68 commission shall be funded, to the extent practicable and
69 permitted by law, by private sources without cost to state
70 government. The commission may accept and expend any
71 appropriations, grants of money, professional services, consultant
72 services, clerical or other services and supplies from either public
73 or private sources in the course of its investigations. The
74 commission and its staff may travel within and without of the
75 commonwealth.
76 Officials and employees, including the secretary of administra-
-77 tion and finance and the state auditor, shall cooperate with all
78 reasonable requests for assistance and information, and said
79 officials and employees shall furnish the commission with any
80 relevant materials in their possession which are requested. Any
81 justice of the supreme judicial court or of the superior court may,
82 upon application by the commission and after notice of said
83 application having been given to such officer who shall have an
84 opportunity to be heard in opposition thereto, compel compliance
85 with a request by subpoena for such information.
86 The commission shall establish rules of procedure governing the
87 conduct of its hearings. All hearings of the commission shall be
88 public; however, by a two-thirds vote of the commission
89 membership present, the commission may, at any time, conduct
90 a private hearing.
91 The commission shall file the final report of its investigation
92 and study and its recommendations, together with drafts of any
93 legislation necessary to carry its recommendations into effect, by
94 filing the same with the clerks of the Senate and the House of
95 Representatives on or before December first, nineteen hundred
96 and ninety-two.
97 The commission shall cease its investigation and study upon
98 filing its final report.
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99 All appointments required under the provision of the second
100 paragraph of this act shall be made not later than thirty days after
101 the effective date of this act.

1 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect immediately upon its
2 passage.
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