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To The Honorable Senate:

Pursuant to Article LVI, as amended by Article XC, Section
3, of the Amendments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, I am returning to you for amendment Senate Bill
No. 1582, entitled "An Act Providing That Certain Teachers Shall
Be Credited With Service To Nonpublic Schools."

This bill concerns public school teachers in the state
teachers retirement system who taught in nonpublic schools prior
to 1973 and then transferred to public schools. The bill allows
them to be credited with their years of nonpublic school service
for retirement purposes if they pay what they would have had to
contribute at the time plus interest. While I agree with the
general intention of the bill, which I understand to be to help
group of teachers not covered by Social Security before 1973, Ibelieve the plain language of the bill does not reflect this
intention and could be read to apply to any active teacher who
was teaching before 1973 in a nonpublic school that did not have
its own pension program. This could present a significant,
unintended cost for the commonwealth.

I therefore recommend that Senate Bill No. 1582 be amended
by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in its
place the following:

"provided, that no credit shall be allowed and no
payment shall be accepted for any service on account o
which the member shall be entitled to receive a
retirement allowance or other similar payment from the
nonpublic school system, the federal government or any
other source.

Respectfully submitted,

William F. Weld
Governor
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