
HOUSE 5117

By Mr. Bolling of Boston, petition of Royal 1. Bolling, Jr., that
provision be made for the abatement of certain uncollected taxes.
Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Two

An Act providing for the abatement of certain uncollected
TAXES.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 The General Laws are hereby amended by inserting after Chap-
-2 ter 59 the following chapter:

3

4 Section I. Unless a different meaning clearly appears from the
5 context, the following terms, wherever used in this chapter, shall
6 have the following meanings:
7 “Construct”, “construction”, and “erect” shall include the reno-
-8 vation, rehabilitation or remodeling of buildings or structures.
9 “Project”, any undertaking consisting of the acquisition and

10 renovation of a rehabilitative residential property.
11 “Purchaser”, any individual buyer acquiring the property pri-

-12 marily for his own residential use and not for immediate resale or
13 any non-profit association organized under chapter 180 of the
14 General Laws which intends resale of the property to individuals
15 for their residential use.
16 “Rehabilitative property”, property which has a tax title or
17 delinquent tax account for which there is a willing buyer and
18 willing seller and which with approved, significant renovation or
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!9 rehabilitation, the cost of which amounts to ninety per cent or
20 more of the fair market value of the property, will produce residen-
-21 tial or commercial units and taxable property for the municipality.
22 Section 2. The municipality shall establish a committee consist-
-23 ing of members of the municipality’s Collector’s Office, Building
24 Department and City Solicitor’s Office to review applications
25 under this bill, to establish standards and to review progress of the
26 project.
27 Section 3. Upon petition of the equitable owner or prospective
28 purchaser to the Committee, a determination of eligibility shall be
29 made by the Committee. Before the Committee can grant approv-
30 al. it must ensure:
31 (a) that the prospective owner has not been delinquent in paying
32 taxes in the respective city, town or elsewhere;
33 (b) that the rehabilitative property meets the guidelines set out
34 in section I;
35 (c) that the financial capacity of the prospective purchaser is
36 equal to the demands of the rehabilitative property;
37 (d) that neither purchaser nor delinquent taxpayer shall receive
38 excessive benefits as a result of a favorable decision by the Com-
39 mittee;
40 (e) that the rehabilitative project is feasible in terms of the
41 condition of the structure, the type of rehabilitation planned and
42 the personal abilities of the purchaser.

(f) that the overall benefit of the transaction benefits the munic-
ipality by speeding up the process of putting delinquent property in
the hands of individual rehabilitators and will not result in forgiv-
ing taxes that could be collected.

:eclion 4. Upon approval of the rehabilitation project, the mu-
pality shall require pre-payment of ten percent of the tax title or

delinquent tax account. The municipality shall execute an agree-
ment with the prospective buyer to abate theremaining delinqtque

Ie rate of thirty percent a year for a period not to excee
hree years following completion of the rehabilitation projec

prospective buyer is an individual and not a non-profit organ
on said agreement shall include a provision that the ownersha

maintain ownership of the property for not less than three years
Failure by the buyer to fulfill the terms of said agreement or to
comply with this act shall result in tax title and foreclosure pro-
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