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An Act

relative to the jurisdiction of offenses.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
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SECTION 1. Section 26 of chapter 218 of the General Laws, as
recently amended to chapter 470 of the acts of 1981, is hereby
further amended by striking out, in line 13, the words “and fortynine” and inserting in place thereof the words:
forty-nine and
most

—

one hundred and twenty-seven.

SECTION 2. Chapter 266 of the General Laws is hereby
amended
2
by striking out section 127, as amended by chapter 544 of
the
3
acts of 1978, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section:
5
Section 127. Whoever destroys or injures the personal proper-6 ty, dwelling house or building of another in any manner or by any
7 means not particularly described or mentioned in this chapter
8 shall, if such destruction or injury is wilful and malicious, be
9 punished by imprisonment in the state prison for not more than ten
10 years or by a fine of three thousand dollars or three times the value
11 of the property so destroyed or injured, whichever is greater and
12 imprisonment in jail for not more than two and one-halfyears; or if
13 such destruction or injury is wanton, shall be punished by a fine of
14 fifteen hundred dollars or three times the value of the property so
15 destroyed or injured, whichever is greater, or by imprisonment for
16 not more than two and one-half years; if the value of the property
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so destroyed or injured is not alleged to exceed one hundred
dollars, the punishment shall be by a fine of three times the value of
the damage or injury to such property or by imprisonment for not
more than two and one-half months; provided, however, that
where a fine is levied pursuant to the value of the property destroyed or injured, the court shall, after conviction, conduct an
evidentiary hearing to ascertain the value of the property so destroyed or injured.

