
No. 6447HOUSE
By Mr. Kollios of Millbury, petition of Paul Kollios and Louis P.

Bertonazzi (by vote of the town) that the town of Oxford be authorized
to provide facilities for acceptance, collection, treatment and disposal
of sewage by agreement with the Upper Blackstone Water Pollution
Abatement District. Local Affairs. [Local Approval Received.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Two

An Act authorizing the town of oxford to provide facilities for

THE ACCEPTANCE, COLLECTION, TREATMENT AND DISPOSAL OF SEW-

AGE BY AGREEMENT WITH THE UPPER BLACKSTONE WATER POLLU-

TION ABATEMENT DISTRICT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. The town of Oxford may provide facilities for the
2 acceptance, collection, treatment and disposal of sewage from a
3 part or parts of the territory of said town by entering into agree-
-4 ments, acting by and through its selectmen, for the provision of
5 such facilities with Upper Blackstone Water Pollution Abatement
6 District.

1 SECTION 2. The selectmen may, from time to time, prescribe
2 regulations regarding the use and maintenance of such facilities,
3 including, but not limited to, regulations to prevent any entrance
4 or discharge therein of any substance which may tend to interfere
5 with the flow of sewage or the proper operation of such facilities,
6 for the connection of estates and buildings with such facilities and
7 for the inspection ofall connections, sewer pipes, pumps, measur-
-8 ing devices and all other equipment in any way related to the use of
9 such faciities. The selectmen may prescribe penalties, not exceed-

-10 ing twenty dollars, for each violation of any such regulation, each
11 day or portion thereof any violation continues to constitute a
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12 separate offense. Such regulations shall be published at least oncea
13 week for three successive weeks in a newspaper published in the
14 town of Oxford, and if there is none, then in a newspaper published
15 in Worcester county, and shall not take effect until such publica-
-16 tion has been made.

1 SECTION 3. The selectmen may from time to time establish
2 just and equitable annual charges for the use of the facilities
3 provided pursuant to the provisions of section one of this act which
4 shall be paid by the owners of real estate served by such facilities,
5 the total of such charges to be at least equal to the costs incurred by
6 the town, including administrative costs, in providing such facili-
-7 ties. The selectmen may insure the payment of such charges by
8 deposit or other suitable security.

1 SECTION 4. If, after the town of Oxford accepts this act as
2 provided in section ten hereof and, by its clerk, files a certificate of
3 such acceptance in the Worcester district registry of deeds, any
4 charges due the town of Oxford pursuant to the provisions of this
5 chapter which are not paid on or before their due dates shall,
6 together with interest thereon and costs, including attorney fees,
7 relative thereto, be a lien upon the real estate served by such
8 facilities. The selectmen shall establish such due dates so as to
9 require payments at least as often as annually. The register of deeds

10 shall record such certificate of acceptance of this chapter in the
1 I book kept pursuant to the provisions of section sixteen Aof
12 chapter eighty-three of the General Laws.

1 SECTIONS. Such lien shall take effect by operation of law on
2 the day immediately following the due date of such charge and,
3 unless dissolved by payment or abatement, shall continue until
4 such charge has been added to or committed as a tax under section
5 six hereof, and thereafter, unless so dissolved, shall continue as
6 provided in section thirty-seven of chapter sixty of the General
7 Laws, except that the date provided for termination of the lienm
8 case of a recorded alienation shall be at the expiration oftwo years
9 from October first of the year of such addition or committal

10 Anything in this section to the contrary notwithstanding, ifW
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11 such charge is not added to or committed as a tax under section six
12 hereof on or before December thirty-first of the year immediately
13 following the year such charge becomes due, the lien for such
14 charge shall terminate on October first of the third year following
15 the year in which such charge becomes due.
16 Notwithstanding such lien any such overdue charge may be
17 collected through any legal means, including termination of use of
18 the facilities, which may be deemed advisable; provided, that after
19 the termination of such a lien, the town of Oxford shall not attempt

20 to enforce, by terminating the use of such facilities, collection of
21 such charge from any person, not liable therefor, who has suc-
-22 ceeded to the title or interest of the person incurring such charge.
23 All such charges excluded by court decree under section seventy-
-24 six B of chapter sixty of the General Laws shall, to the extent that
25 they were properly chargeable to the person owning the real estate
26 for which such charges were incurred, be recoverable from such
27 person in an action of contract or otherwise. If at the time of entry
28 of such decree such person is still the owner of the real estate,
29 whether through redemption or otherwise, such charges to the
30 extent that they were properly chargeable to him, may be enforced
31 in any other manner provided or available for collection or en-
-32 forcement of sewer use charges.

1 SECTION 6. If a charge for which a lien is in effect under
2 section five hereof has not been added to or commited as a tax and
3 remains unpaid when the assessors are preparing a real estate tax
4 list and warrant to be committed by them under section fifty-three
5 of chapter fifty-nine of the General Laws, the selectmen, or the
6 town collector of taxes, ifapplicable under section thirty-eight Aof
7 chapter forty-one of the General Laws, shall certify such charge to
8 the assessors, who shall forthwith add such charge to the tax on the
9 real estate to which it relates and commit it with their warrant to

10 the collector of taxes as a part of such tax. If the real estate to which
11 such charge relates is tax exempt, such charge shall be committed
12 as the tax.

1 SECTION 7. Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, the
2 provisions of chapters fifty-nine and sixty of the General Laws
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3 shall apply, so far as pertinent, to all charges certified to the
4 assessors under section six hereof. Without limiting the generality
5 of the foregoing, upon commitment as a tax or part of a tax under
6 section six hereof, all such charges shall be subject to the provisions
7 of law relative to interest on the taxes of which they become, or, if
8 the real estate were not tax exempt would become, a part; and the
9 collector of taxes shall have the same powers and be subject to the

10 same duties with respect to such charges as in the case of annual
I | taxes upon real estate, and the provisions of law relative to the
12 collection of such annual taxes, the sale or taking of land for the
1 3 nonpayment thereof and the redemption of land so sold or taken
14 shall, except as otherwise provided in this chapter, apply to such
15 charges.

1 SECTION 8. An owner of real estate aggrieved by a charge
2 imposed thereon under sections one to seven, inclusive, of this
3 chapter in addition to such remedy as he may have under section
4 ten of chapter one hundred and sixty-five of the General Laws, may
5 apply for an abatement thereof by filing a petition with the select-
-6 men within the time allowed by law for filing an application for
7 abatement of the tax of which such charge is, or, if the real estate
8 were not tax exempt, would have been, a part, and if the selectmen
9 find that such charge is more than is properly due, a reasonable
10 abatement shall be made; and except as otherwise provided herein,
1 I the provisions of chapter fifty-nine ofthe General Laws relative to
12 the abatement of taxes by assessors shall apply, so far as applica-
-13 ble, to abatements hereunder. If such petition is denied in whole or
14 in part, the petitioner may appeal to the appellate tax board upon
15 the same terms and conditions as a person aggrieved by the refusal
16 of the assessors of a city or town to abate a tax.

1 SECTION 9. All money received by the town of Oxford from
2 charges collected under this chapter shall be deposited in the town
3 treasury and shall be kept in a fund separate from all other monies
4 of the town and, notwithstanding the provisions of section fifty-
-5 three of chapter forty-four of the General Laws, shall be expended
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6 at the direction of the selectmen without further appropriation for
7 the payment of costs incurred by the town, including administra-
-8 tive costs, in providing facilities under this chapter.

1 SECTION 10. This act shall become effective upon its accept-
-2 ance by the town of Oxford at an annual or special town meeting
3 called for such purpose.
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