
No. 6458HOUSE
By Mr. Vallely of Boston, petition of Thomas J. Vallely (with the

approval of the mayor and city council) for legislation to create an
environment department in the city of Boston. Local Affairs. [Local
Approval Received.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Two.

An Act creating an environment department in the city of

BOSTON.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 625 of the Acts of 1966 as amended is
2 hereby further amended as follows:
3 (a) Section 4; paragraph one, line two is amended by striking the
4 words “Boston Redevelopment Authority” and inserting in place
5 thereof “Environment Department”.
6 (b) Section 4; paragraph three, line five is amended by striking
7 the word “board” and inserting in place thereof “Environment
8 Department”.
9 (c) Section 4, is further amended by deleting paragraph four in

10 its entirety.
11 (d) Section 8, paragraph two is amended as follows;
12 (1) In the second sentence, line two, by deleting the word
13 “board” and substituting therefor the word “Commission”.
14 (2) In the third sentence, line two, by deleting the word “board”
15 and substituting the words “Environment Department”.
16 (3) After the third sentence, insert the following: “Prior to the
17 public hearing the commission shall transmit a copy of the report
18 to the board for its consideration and recommendations”.
19 (4) Change the last sentence to read as follows:
20 The commission shall not render any decision until such report
21 and the recommendation of the Environment Department and the
22 board have been received and considered, provided that if no such
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23 report and recommendations have been received by the time ofthe24 public hearing, the commission may render its decision without25 such report and recommendations.

1 SECTION 2. Chapter 772 of the Statutes of 1975 is amended as
2 follows:
3 (a) Section 3, paragraph one, line two is amended by striking the
4 words “Boston Redevelopment Authority” and inserting in place
5 thereof “Environment Department”.
6 (b) Section 3, paragraph four, line two, five and six is amended
7 by striking the words “Boston Redevelopment Authority” and
8 inserting in place thereof “Environment Department”.

1 SECTION 3. Chapter 616 of the Statutes of 1955, Section 4,
2 paragraph one, line one is amended by deleting the words “building
3 department” and inserting in place thereof “Environment Depart-
-4 ment”.

1 SECTION 4. Purposes The purpose of this act is to achieve
2 improved efficiency through the consolidation of the staffs of the
3 various commissions and the standardization of procedures, so that
4 similar functions of the various commissions can be carried out by
5 a common, centralized staff.

1 SECTIONS. There shall be in the City of Boston a department
2 known as the Environment Department which shall provide sup-
-3 port staff and resources to enable the following city commissionsto
4 carry out their responsibilities as required by law:
5 Air Pollution Control Commission
6 Art Commission
7 Back Bay Architectural Commission
8 Beacon Hill Architectural Commission
9 Boston Landmarks Commission

10 Conservation Commission
I I The powers and duties of said Commissions as set forth in the
12 enabling legislation shall remain unchanged.

1 SECTION 6. The Environment Department shall be under the
2 charge of a board, known as the Commission on the Environment
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3 consisting of seven members, known as the Environment Commis-
-4 sioners, the members being the chairpersons of the commissions set

5 forth in Section 5 herein and the Director of the Environment
6 Department. The commission shall meet from time to time as
7 necessary to establish policy for the administration of the staff and
g resources of department. The commission shall elect one of its
9 members as chairperson. Meetings may be at the call of the chair-

-10 person or ofany two members and shall be subject to the require-
-11 ments of Section 238 of Chapter 39 of the General Laws. The
12 members of the commission shall serve without compensation and
13 shall be deemed to be special municipal employees for the purposes
14 of chapter 268 A of the General Laws.

1 SECTION 7. There shall be an officer known as Director of the
2 Environment Department. The Director shall be qualified to serve
3 in this capacity by virtue of education and experience, and shall be
4 appointed by the Mayor, for a term expiring on the first Monday of
5 January following the next biennial election at which a mayor is
6 elected. The Director shall be responsible for administering the
7 affairs of the department subject to the policies from time to time
8 established by the Commission on the Environment and in con-
-9 formance with enabling legislation of the commissions served.
10 There shall be a Deputy Director appointed by the Director and
11 qualified to serve in this capacity by virtue of education and
12 experience. The Director and Deputy Director shall be qualified in
13 the fields of either the natural environment or historic preservation
14 so that each field of expertise is represented at either the Director
15 or Deputy Director level. The Deputy Director shall attend meet-

-16 ings of the Commission as a non-voting member.
17 Subject to appropriation, the Director shall hire such staff as is
18 necessary to administer the functions of the various commissions.
19 The staff shall have appropriate technical expertise in thefollowing
20 areas: architecture and architectural history, preservation plan-
-21 ning and environmental engineering.
22 Chapter thirty-one of the General Laws shall not be applicable
23 to the department.




