
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE HOUSE, BOSTON 02133, June 8, 1982

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning herewith House Bill No.
6238 entitled “AN ACT RELATIVE TO NORTHAMPTON STATE
HOSPITAL”.

This bill prohibits the use of buildings on the site of Northampton
State Hosptial to house prisoners from a county jail or house of
correction.

Massachusetts prisons are severely overcrowded. This overcrowd-
ing creates a dangerous situation for guards, inmates and the commun-
ity. Practical alternatives torelieve overcrowding in Hampden County
have been exhausted.

I have repeatedly sought capital outlay appropriations from your
Honorable Bodies to alleviate this problem. Capital outlay recommen-
dations were presented in November, 1981, and again in House 1, to
create 127 new beds at Hampden County. No action has yet been taken
on that recommendation.

As of June 4, 1982, the Massachusetts Department of Correction
housed 4,168 inmates with a capacity of 3,002. The county jails housed
3,481 inmates with a capacity of 2,462. The Hampden County House
of Correction now holds 490 prisoners as compared to a capacity of
279.

There are two choices: either we hold fewer people in prison or we
find additional space. 1 believe that for anyone with a commitment to
address the crime problem there is only one option. We must have
more prison space. The public demands that protection.
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The plan to utilize these vacant mental health facilities to meet the
current overcrowding crisis is practical and cost effective. New prison
construction costs up to $90,000 per bed. The renovation of these
vacated buildings costs far less.

While my paramount concern is for public safety and the necessary
prison space, 1 am also fully aware and supportive of the economic
development needs of the Northampton community. Indeed, 1 have
committed the resources of the Executive branch to assist in planning
the future reuse of the Northampton State Hospital property. And I
will not take any action that jeopardizes the new jobs that such a
project would bring.

The amendment 1 offer here would allow use of the State Hospital
site for prison space for up to twenty-four months. This time limit will
allow your Honorable Bodies to review and act upon the pending
capital outlay recommendations for prison expansion.

The use of the State Hospital building for housing prisoners for all
or part of this short period of time should in no way jeopardize the
planning and implementation of the Reuse Task Force project.

At any time that the prison use impedes progress of the development
project, 1 am committed to finding further alternative housing for the
prisoners. But until prison use does impede the economic reuse propos-
al, use of the hospital building for housing prisoners is the most cost
effective option.

It should be recognized that Northampton State Hospital was origi-
nally used as a secure Department of Mental Health facility. Neverthe-
less, provisions have been made to assure that only appropriate, short
term minimum security prisoners (those with less than ninety days left
to serve) will be housed on mental health property with a committee to
control intake. There is, then, a minimum risk for other users of the
property.

The proposed agreement to allow Hampden County to utilize a
portion of the A P Building at Northampton State Hospital has been
made in full accord with the provisions of Chapter 579 of the Acts of
1981.

The Department of Mental Health and Secretary of Human Serv-
ices have determined that the A P Building was not needed by thestate
hospital. Other agencies, in accordance with that law, were notified to

determine if they had any interest in utilizing the building. No interest
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being shown, the deputy commissioner of capital planning and opera-
tions then made a determination that said building was temporarily
surplus to the needs of state agencies.

Following the procedures of said chapter 579, the deputy commis-
sioner notified the chairman of the House Ways and Means Commit-
tee and the Senate Ways and Means Committee of a proposal for the
use of the Hampden County Sheriffs Office to temporarily house fifty
inmates therein.

Accordingly, to preserve the public safety of the citizens of the
Commonwealth and to address concerns relating to the use of the
Northampton State Hospital for correctional purposes as that might
impede the long term reuse of the site for industrial use and open space,
1 am recommending that the legislation be amended to allow correc-
tional use for up to twenty-four months.

1 therefore recommend that House Bill No. 6238 be amended by
striking out the wording after the enacting clause and inserting in
place thereof the following:

SECTION 1. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the con-
trary, the buildings presently on the site of the Northampton State
Hospital may be used to house prisoners from a county jail or house of
correction for a period of not more than twenty-four months from the
effective date of this act.

SECTION 2. The Hampden County Commissioners are hereby
authorized to expend money for the housing of inmates at the North-
ampton State Hospital.

Respectfully submitted,

EDWARD J. KING, Governor
Commonwealth of Massachusetts




