
ACTS, 1983. - Chap. 93. 

Chap. 93. AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT 
AND ADMINISTRATION OF RENT REGULATIONS 
AND THE CONTROL OF EVICTIONS IN MOBILE 
HOME PARK ACCOMMODATIONS IN THE TOWN OF 
BERNARDSTON. 

Be it enacted, etc . , as follows: 

SECTION 1. The general court f inds and declares that a 
serious public emergency exists with respect to the housing of a 
substantial number of citizens in the town of Bernardston, which 
emergency has been created by excessive, abnormally high and 
unwarranted rental increases imposed by some owners of mobile 
home parks located therein; that unless mobile home park rents 
and eviction of tenants are regulated and control led, such emer
gency will produce serious threats to the public health, safety 
and general welfare of the citizens of said town, part icular ly the 
elder ly; that such emergency should be met by the commonwealth 
immediately and with due regard for the r ights and responsibil i
ties of the town of Bernardston. 

SECTION 2. The town of Bernardston may, by its by- laws, 
regulate rents for the use or occupancy of mobile home park 
accommodations in said town, establish a rent board for the 
purpose of regulating rents, establishing minimum standards for 
use or occupancy of mobile home park accommodations and evic
tion of tenants therefrom and may, by its by- laws, require 
registration by owners of mobile home park accommodations, 
under penalty of per jury, of information relating to the mobile 
home park accommodations. Such rents, standards and evictions 
may be regulated by the rent board so as to remove hardships 
or correct inequities for both the owner and the tenants of such 
mobile home park accommodations. Said rent board shall have all 
powers necessary or convenient to perform its functions and may 
make rules and regulations, require registration by owners of 
mobile home park accommodations, under penalty of per jury , of 
information relating to the mobile park accommodations, sue and 
be sued, compel the attendance of persons and the production of 
papers and information, and issue appropriate orders which shall 
be binding on both the owner and tenants of such mobile home 
park accommodations. Violations of any by-laws adopted pursuant 
to this act or any order of said rent board shall be punishable 
by a f ine of not more than one thousand dollars for any one 
offense. 

SECTION 3. In regulating rents, for such mobile home park 
accommodations, the rent board established under section two 
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may make such individual or general adjustments, either upward 
or downward, as may be necessary to assure that rents for 
mobile home park accommodations in said town are established at 
levels which yield to owners a fa i r net operating income which 
will yield a re tu rn , after all reasonable operating expenses, on 
the fair market value of the property equal to the debt service 
rate generally available from institutional f i r s t mortgage lenders 
or such other rates of return as the board, on the basis of 
evidence presented before i t , deems more appropriate to the 
circumstances of the case. The fair market value of the property 
shall be the assessed valuation of the property or such other 
valuation as the board, on the basis of evidence presented 
before i t , deems more appropriate to the circumstances of the 
case. 

Said town in its by-laws or said rent board by regulation may 
establish fu r ther standards and rules consistent with this act. 

SECTION 4. The provisions of chapter t h i r t y A of the General 
Laws shall be applicable to the rent board, established under 
section two, as if said rent board were an agency of the common
wealth, including those provisions g iv ing agencies the power to 
issue, vacate, modify and enforce subpoenas, and those prov i 
sions relating to judicial review of an agency order. 

SECTION 5. The Franklin division of the dist r ic t court de
partment shall have original jur isd ic t ion, concurrent ly with the 
superior court , of all petitions for review brought pursuant to 
section fourteen of chapter t h i r t y A of the General Laws. 

The superior court department shall have jur isdict ion to enforce 
the provisions of this act and any by-laws adopted thereunder 
and may restrain violations thereof. 

SECTION 6. The town of Bernardston may by its by-laws 
regulate the eviction of tenants and the rent board, established 
under section two, may issue orders which shall be a defense to 
an action of summary process for possession and such orders 
shall be reviewable pursuant to sections two and three. 

SECTION 7. The personnel of the rent board established 
under section two shall not be subject to the provisions of 
section nine A of chapter t h i r t y or chapter th i r ty -one of the 
General Laws. 

SECTION 8. The provisions of this act are severable and if 
any of its provisions shall be ruled unconstitutional by any court 
of competent jur isd ict ion, the decision of such court shall not 
affect or impair any of the remaining provisions. 
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SECTION 9. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 17, 1983. 

Chap. 94. AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT 
AND ADMINISTRATION OF RENT REGULATIONS 
AND THE CONTROL OF EVICTIONS IN MOBILE 
HOME PARK ACCOMMODATIONS IN THE TOWN OF 
DALTON. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 

SECTION 1. The general court f inds and declares: that a 
serious public emergency exists in the town of Dalton with 
respect to the housing of a substantial number of citizens of said 
town, which emergency has been created by excessive, abnormally 
high and unwarranted rental increases imposed by some owners 
of mobile parks located there in; and by substantial and increasing 
shortage of mobile home park rental accommodations which most 
seriously effect families of low and moderate income and elderly 
on f ixed income; that unless mobile home park rents and eviction 
of tenants are regulated and control led, such emergency and the 
fu r the r inflationary pressures result ing therefrom will produce 
serious threats to the public health, safety and general welfare 
of the citizens of Dalton, part icular ly the elderly; that such 
emergency should be met by the commonwealth immediately and 
with due regard for the r ights and responsibilities of the town 
of Dalton. 

SECTION 2. The town of Dalton may, by its by- laws, regulate 
rents for the use and occupancy of mobile home park accommoda
tions including the establishment of a maximum rent at the rental 
charged on August f i r s t , nineteen hundred and eighty- two. 
Such maximum rent may be subsequently adjusted under the 
provisions of section three. The town of Dalton may, by its 
by-laws establish a rent board for the purpose of regulating 
rents, minimum standards for use or occupancy of mobile home 
park accommodations in the town and evictions of tenants there
from and may, by its by- laws, require registration by owners of 
mobile home park accommodations. Such rents, standards and 
evictions may be regulated by the rent board so as to remove 
hardships or correct inequities for both the owner and the 
tenants of said mobile home park accommodations. The . rent 
board shall have all powers necessary or convenient to perform 
its funct ions. I t may make rules and regulations, require regis
trat ion as aforesaid, and under the penalties of per jury , require 
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