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Gov. Baker announces New MassHousing loan
program for Veterans 

Gov. Baker with Courtney Messenheimer and Michael Stearns
Governor Charlie Baker announced a new MassHousing loan program
that makes it easier for Veterans, active-duty members of the Armed
Forces, members of the National Guard and Reserves and Gold Star
Families to buy a home in Massachusetts.

Operation Welcome Home combines a traditional, fixed-rate
MassHousing mortgage with a 0% interest, deferred down payment
and/or closing cost assistance loan of up to 3%.

The announcement took place on Veterans Day at the Reading home
of Courtney Messenheimer and Marine Corps Veteran Michael Stearns,
the first Operation Welcome Home borrowers.

Operation Welcome Home Program Information
News release from Governor Baker
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Massachusetts Program Welcomes Veterans 'Home' | NECN
Operation Welcome Home Fact Sheet

MassHousing honors 76 property management
companies for commitment to minority and
women-owned businesses 

MassHousing's Tom Gleason, second from left, with WinnCompanies'
Chenelle Brown, Arthur Winn and Gilbert Winn
MassHousing recently recognized the efforts of 76 property
management companies that make a concerted effort to do business
with minority and women-owned business enterprises. 

The MassHousing Minority and Women-Owned Business Vendor
Program helps minority and women-owned businesses benefit from the
economic opportunities created by MassHousing-financed rental
housing. Continue reading...

$53M in MassHousing financing will help
transform 200-unit Leyden Woods Apartments
in Greenfield 

Families living at the 200-unit Leyden Woods Apartments in Greenfield
will soon have their homes transformed almost overnight as outdated
structures will be demolished and replaced quickly with modular,
prefabricated sections that will sit atop existing foundations. 

"The developer is committed to keeping Leyden Woods affordable for
the low-income families who live there and is going to completely
rebuild and modernize the property with the help of $53 million in
MassHousing financing," said MassHousing Executive Director Tom
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Gleason.Continue reading... 

Historic Webster school building returns to life
as apartments for seniors 

The Sitkowski School in downtown Webster had stood vacant since
2005. No longer needed as a school, the solid building was
nonetheless an historic property and one that helped define the
Webster downtown.  

Thanks to the non-profit development team at Neighborhood of
Affordable Housing, the school once again gleams and much of its
original luster has been restored, this time as 66 units of affordable
rental housing for seniors. Continue reading...

Gov. Baker kicks off effort to redevelop
Fitchburg mill into 96 units of mixed-income
housing 

Governor Charlie Baker was in attendance at the formal
groundbreaking to transform the Nockege Mill in downtown Fitchburg
into a 96-unit mixed-income housing community. 

Baker announced a $3 million MassWorks grant that will provide for
infrastructure improvements in the Main Street area surrounding the
new housing project. MassHousing will provide $1.4 million from
theAffordable Housing Trust Fund for the project, which involves the
adaptive reuse of the long vacant, three-story, 110-year-old former yarn
mill. Continue reading... 

Former Dorchester School transformed into 80
new apartments 
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The former St. Kevin's School campus in Dorchester has been
transformed by the Archdiocese of Boston's Planning Office for Urban
Affairs into Uphams Crossing, a new 80-unit permanent affordable
housing community for low-income residents.

MassHousing contributed a total of $2.5 million from the Affordable
Housing Trust Fund. Continue reading...

Gov. Baker, Springfield Mayor Sarno mark
transformation of Outing Park Apartments 

Before its rebirth as the 212-unit Outing Park Apartments, the
Springfield neighborhood suffered decades of blight, crime and the
devastating 2011 tornado that struck the city. But following a long
partnership between the city and First Resources Companies, the
Outing Park Apartments have revitalized the neighborhood and are
providing modern, quality affordable housing for low-income residents.

MassHousing is pleased to have committed $4 million from
theAffordable Housing Trust Fund for the $75 million project - $2 million
for each of the two phases of rehabilitation. Continue reading...

WinnCompanies' Loft Five50 Phase II adds 62
new units of workforce housing to downtown
Lawrence 
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WinnCompanies has completed the second phase of Loft Five50 on the
former Malden Mills campus in Lawrence, creating in its place 137 new
apartments for working families. MassHousing provided $2 million from
the Affordable Housing Trust Fund for Loft Five50, which was split
between the two phases.

Winn recently completed Phase II, which added 62 new apartments to
the 75 apartments built in 2012 under Phase I. Of the 137 apartments,
134 are affordable to lower-income residents. Continue reading...

55 new affordable apartments come online in
Gardner 

The revitalization of downtown Gardner took a another step forward
with the completion of The Lofts at 30 Pine, a new 55-unit affordable
housing community that ended the decades-long redevelopment of the
former Heywood Wakefield Company building, one of the oldest and
largest chair factories in the world. 

The Lofts at 30 Pine was developed by EA Fish Development.
MassHousing committed $1 million from the Affordable Housing Trust
Fund. Continue reading...

New apartments open in Brockton as part of
major downtown revitalization 
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Funding from the state's Affordable Housing Trust Fund is supporting
113 new apartments in The Residences at Center and Main in
Brockton.   

The apartment complex is the first completed phase of the Enterprise
Center. Trinity Financial is the lead developer for the Enterprise Center,
a Main Street block formerly occupied by the Brockton Enterprise
newspaper. Continue reading... 

Proving the need for more housing, more than
400 apply for 12 new affordable apartments in
Haverhill 

More than 400 people applied for 12 new apartment units at the new
Winter Street School Apartments in Haverhill, showing that the demand
for affordable apartments exceeds supply.

Developed by the Archdiocese of Boston's Planning Office for Urban
Affairs, the new housing was created in the former Winter Street School
that dated back to the late 1800s. MassHousing contributed $600,000 in
financing from the Affordable Housing Trust Fund. Continue reading...

New Housing for At-Risk Youth Opens in
Orange 

Orange Teen Housing, in the north central
Massachusetts town of Orange, is a new 10-unit
community for a particularly vulnerable population:
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Karen Kelleher

young adults at risk of homelessness. MassHousing
played a key role in making it possible thanks to
funding from the Affordable Housing Trust Fund. 

The project was just recently completed by Rural
Development, Inc. in conjunction with Dial Self, a

community-based nonprofit organization. Continue reading...

Court Rejects Premature 40B Challenge 
By Karen Kelleher, MassHousing General Counsel 

According to a CNBC Report, Massachusetts was
the eighth most expensive state in which to live in
the United States in 2015. A contributing factor is the
high cost to rent or own a home. 

Many organizations throughout the Commonwealth
are working to make Massachusetts more affordable
to moderate and low-income families. An important
tool in that effort is the Comprehensive Permit Law, commonly referred
to as Chapter 40B, which enables a developer to file a single
application with a local zoning board of appeals for a comprehensive
permit to construct low and moderate income housing.Continue
reading... 

MassHousing's Tom Lyons Honored by NECHV 

From left, Jack Lyons, Mayor Ray Flynn, Tom Lyons, Rep. Nick Collins
and Paul Lyons
MassHousing's Manager of Community Services Tom Lyons was
recently honored by the New England Center for Homeless Veterans
for his many years of work on behalf of veterans their families.

Lyons received the NECHV's Brian A. Brooks Distinguished Service for
Veterans Award. Lyons is a former executive director of the
NECHV.Continue reading...

Join TAP for 2016! 
If you are an executive or manager for an affordable rental housing
community financed or overseen by MassHousing, we invite you to join
hundreds of your peers by enrolling in TAP, the Tenant Assistance
Program, for 2016. 
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TAP offers member sites unlimited access to trainings and conferences
for site staff; diverse programs and workshops for residents; and
dispute resolution services to help address on-site conflict. At just $10
per unit per year, TAP is a sound investment for your housing
community. Learn more at www.masshousing.com/TAP 

Read Community Connections, Fall 2015 
The Fall 2015 edition of the Community Connections newsletter is now
available. Community Connections is produced by MassHousing's
Community Services Department and provides updates and information
on a variety of programs, events and topics relevant to rental housing
professionals. Read Community Connections today!

MassHousing welcomes Radius Financial Group
as an approved lender 
We recently welcomed Radius Financial Group to the family of 170
approved MassHousing lenders. Headquartered in Norwell, Radius
Financial Group provides home mortgage lending in Massachusetts and
New England. They will now offer MassHousing's affordable, fixed-rate,
home loan products for low- and moderate-income
homebuyers.Continue reading...

MassHousing.com: new and improved! 
We recently rolled out several updates to our
website,masshousing.com. Changes include brighter colors, more
imagery, better compatibility with different web browsers and a
streamlined site map. We're confident the updates will lend themselves
to a better experience for our customers and a more effective
communications tool. Visit masshousing.com today!
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