
BOSTON –Today, the Baker-Polito Administration has announced $128,354 in Urban and Community Forestry
Challenge Grants to eight Massachusetts communities and non-profits. The matching grants are offered to municipalities
and non-profit groups in Massachusetts for the purpose of increasing a community’s tree capacity in order to maximize
social, economic, and environmental quality.

“The outdoors are an essential component of the public's wellbeing and our administration is proud to continue to
partner with local municipalities and non-profit groups to ensure the quality of forestry and our natural resources within
our communities remains a priority,” said Governor Charlie Baker. “The Urban and Community Forestry Challenge
Grants give our local partners the tools they need to provide a healthy forest ecosystem statewide.”

“This vital funding source demonstrates the Administration’s commitment to maintaining and protecting the state’s natural
resources through strategic planning,” said Lieutenant Governor Karyn Polito. “It is paramount that state
government continues to foster partnerships with local government and non-profit advocacy groups to maintain a
healthy, vibrant forest that benefits us all.”

The funds for the Urban and Community Forestry Challenge Grants are provided by the USDA Forest Service and the
Massachusetts ReLeaf Trust Fund, and are administered by the Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR).

“From lower energy costs to cleaner air, the Urban and Community Forestry Challenge Grants enrich the communities
involved by increasing their tree capacity,” said Energy and Environmental Affairs Secretary Matthew
Beaton “The Baker-Polito Administration remains committed to working with our partners on the local level to find
creative solutions to meet our conservation and energy needs.”

The Urban and Community Forestry Challenge Grants will assist in the following key areas:   

Building and strengthening citizen advocacy and action organizations; 

Developing and adopting tree and forest ordinances and policies; 

Securing or training professional staff;

Developing and implementing an urban forestry management plan; 

Attaining a Tree City USA Award;

Completing strategic community tree plantings and “Heritage Tree” care projects; and

Other projects that are well-conceived and will result in sustained improvements to urban and community forestry
management in other areas. 

 

“As the stewards of over 450,000 acres of publicly owned land, the DCR remains committed to fostering partnerships
with municipalities and local non-profit organizations to strengthen the tree canopy across the state for generations of
people to enjoy and benefit from for years to come,” said DCR Commissioner Leo Roy.

Two of the grant awards are funded from the Mass ReLeaf Trust Fund using donations from Members of the
Massachusetts Funeral Directors Association (MFDA) and the National Grid Corporation. MFDA members contribute
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funds for each service they perform to support tree planting efforts within their communities and National Grid
contributes to DCR to offer Urban Forestry Challenge Grants in pre-determined amounts to communities affected by
their hazard tree removal program, which identifies and targets trees near main power feeder lines.

The following proposals were awarded DCR Urban & Community Forestry Challenge Grant funding:

 

Applicant:  City of Chelsea

Proposal Title: Creating a Plan Forward for Chelsea Trees

Amount Awarded:  $30,000

 

Applicant:  Town of Lancaster

Proposal Title:  Sugar Maple Tree Planting Second Generation

Amount Awarded:  $5,000

 

Applicant:  Town of Natick

Proposal Title:  Street Tree Planting Program

Amount Awarded:  $15,000

 

Applicant:  City of Northampton

Proposal Title: Northampton’s First Professional Public Shade Tree Inventory

Amount Awarded:  $30,000

 

Applicant:  Town of Petersham

Proposal Title:  Planting for Petersham’s Future

Amount Awarded:  $14,114

 

Applicant:  Town of Saugus

Proposal Title:  Sustaining Improvements to Community Forestry Management

Amount Awarded:  $22,500

 

The following proposals are funded from the ReLeaf Trust Fund National Grid Partnership Grants:

 



Applicant:  City of Brockton (funded by Conley Funeral Home, Brockton)

Proposal Title:  Strategic Replacement of Public Trees

Amount Awarded:  $5,240

 

Applicant:  Town of Leicester (funded by National Grid Partnership Grant Funds)

Proposal Title:  Town of Leicester Tree Planting Program

Amount Awarded:  $6,500

“Thank you to the Baker-Polito Administration for once again prioritizing the needs of our cities and towns and
congratulations to the Town of Natick for receiving this crucial grant funding. A strong environment leads to a strong
community; this funding will not only help to protect the town’s forestry and natural resources, but also provide them with
the tools necessary to develop beneficial long-term tree planting programs,” said State Senator Richard J. Ross
(R-Wrentham).

“Trees have a major impact on the environment, public health and quality of life,” said State Senator Karen E.
Spilka (D-Ashland). “This grant is terrific news for Natick as the town continues efforts to beautify neighborhoods
and build a vibrant downtown community.”

“DCR’s foliage-friendly investment will provide many benefits for the Town of Natick,” said Representative David
Linsky (D-Natick). “Not only will this grant support local aesthetic improvements, but it will also help to bolster the
town’s efforts to become more environmentally sustainable.”

“The planting, protecting, and maintaining of our ‘Green Infrastructure’ is vital in order to maximize our environmental
quality,” said State Representative Donald Wong (R-Saugus).

“The Urban and Community Forestry Challenge Grant will ensure that Saugus maintains and increases valued outdoor
spaces,” said Representative RoseLee Vincent (D-Revere). “The Town of Saugus is home to some beautiful
forest areas, including Camp Nihan and parts of Breakheart Reservation, where families recreate and where children
learn the importance of respecting the outdoor environment. I want to thank the Baker administration for its thoughtful
investment in preserving and expanding the Town of Saugus’ tree capacity in these areas.”

“It’s great that Saugus will be receiving this funding to assist their efforts in prioritizing, maintaining and improving our
local natural resources,” said State Senator Thomas M. McGee (D-Lynn).

###

The Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), an agency of the Executive Office of Energy
and Environmental Affairs, oversees 450,000 acres of parks and forests, beaches, bike trails, watersheds, dams, and

parkways. Led by Commissioner Leo Roy, the agency’s mission is to protect, promote, and enhance our common wealth
of natural, cultural, and recreational resources. To learn more about DCR, our facilities, and our programs, please

visitwww.mass.gov/dcr. Contact us at mass.parks@state.ma.us.

Follow DCR on Twitter............................................... twitter.com/MassDCR

Follow DCR on Instagram……………………………… instagram.com/MassDCR/

View videos on You Tube.......................................... www.youtube.com/MassEEA

View downloadable photographs on Flickr                   www.flickr.com/photos/masseea/sets/

Visit The Great Outdoors blog.................................... www.mass.gov/blog/environment
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