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November 2014 
 
 
Dear Members of the General Court: 
 
We are pleased to submit the 2014 Report to the Legislature: Implementation and Fiscal Impact of 
Innovation Schools pursuant to Chapter 12 of the Acts of 2010, Section 8. The innovation school 
initiative is an important component of An Act Relative to the Achievement Gap that allows in-district 
schools to operate with increased autonomy and flexibility and create custom-made solutions to their 
particular student needs. Through a collaborative, local approval process, schools may use autonomy and 
flexibility in the areas of curriculum, budget, school schedule, staffing, school district policies, and 
professional development.   
 
In the four years since the innovation schools legislation was signed into law, there has been growing 
interest in the initiative. Currently, there are 54 approved innovation schools and innovation academies 
that serve approximately 21,000 students in 26 school districts across the Commonwealth. These figures 
reflect the continued interest in the initiative as demonstrated by the thirteen additional innovation schools 
and academies approved during the 2013-2014 academic year.    
 
Within this report you will find an overview of the innovation school model; information regarding the 
state’s efforts this past year to support implementation; fiscal year 2014 grant recipients; contracted 
projects, updated demographic data; and progress towards measurable annual goals for schools that have 
been in operation for one year or more. 
 
We look forward to our continued collaboration in supporting this initiative. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
                
                      
Matthew Malone, Ph.D.     Mitchell D. Chester, Ed.D. 
Secretary of Education     Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary  
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Introduction 
 
The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education and the Executive Office of Education 
respectfully submits this Report to the Legislature: Implementation and Fiscal Impact of 
Innovation Schools pursuant to Chapter 12 of the Acts of 2010, Section 8, which established 
M.G.L. Chapter 71, Section 92(p), which states, in part: 
 

(p) The commissioner of elementary and secondary education shall, to the extent 
practicable, be responsible for the following: (i) the provision of planning and 
implementation grants to eligible applicants to establish Innovation Schools; (ii) 
provision of technical assistance and support to eligible applicants; (iii) the 
collection and publication of data and research related to the Innovation Schools 
initiative; (iv) the collection and publication of data and research related to 
successful programs serving limited English-proficient students attending 
Innovation Schools; and (v) the collection and dissemination of best practices in 
Innovation Schools that may be adopted by other public schools. The board of 
elementary and secondary education shall promulgate regulations necessary to 
carry out this section. Annually, the commissioner shall report to the joint 
committee on education, the house and senate committees on ways and means, the 
speaker of the house of representatives and the senate president on the 
implementation and fiscal impact of this section. 

 
This report includes the following: 1) an overview of the innovation school model and approval 
process; 2) implementation highlights; 3) description of FY14 funding; 4) description of FY14 
contracted projects; and 5) updated student demographic data and progress toward measurable 
annual goals. 
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1. Overview of the Innovation School Model 
 
The innovation schools initiative, a signature component of An Act Relative to the Achievement 
Gap that Governor Patrick signed in January 2010, provides educators and other stakeholders 
across the state with the opportunity to create new in-district and autonomous schools that can 
implement creative and inventive strategies, increase student achievement, and reduce 
achievement gaps. These unique schools operate with increased autonomy and flexibility in six 
key areas:  curriculum; budget; school schedule and calendar; staffing (including waivers from or 
exemptions to collective bargaining agreements); professional development; and school district 
policies.   
 
Innovation schools can be established by teachers, school and district administrators, 
superintendents, union leaders, school committees, parents, parent-teacher organizations, 
colleges and universities, non-profit community-based organizations, non-profit businesses or 
corporations, non-profit charter school operators, non-profit education management 
organizations, educational collaboratives, consortia of these groups, or other non-profit groups 
authorized by the Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education. 

 
Operation of Innovation Schools 
Innovation schools operate according to an innovation plan which describes the areas of 
autonomy and flexibility and specific strategies that will be implemented in the school.  At least 
one of the six areas of autonomy and flexibility must be addressed in this plan, and the applicant 
can determine which additional areas will be utilized in the short and long term.  An innovation 
plan must include detailed information about the following: 
 
• Specific instructional, curricular, and assessment strategies that will be implemented to 

improve student achievement and school performance;  
• Allocation of fiscal and other resources;  
• School schedule and calendar;  
• Specific recruitment, employment, evaluation, and compensation strategies for staff 

members and, if applicable, a description of proposed waivers from or modifications to 
collective bargaining agreements;  

• Professional development opportunities for all administrators, teachers, and staff members; 
and  

• If applicable, proposed waivers from district policies. 
 
The innovation plan must also include annual measurable goals that assess factors such as 
student achievement and school performance.  In exchange for the authority to operate the school 
with increased autonomy, innovation school operators are held responsible for advancing student 
learning and meeting these annual benchmarks.  Innovation schools receive the same per pupil 
allocation as any other school in the district, and their operators can also secure grants or other 
types of supplemental funding to implement the innovation plan.   
 
Eligible applicants can create an Innovation Zone that may include a set of schools within a 
district or geographic region, schools that will operate in accordance with particular instructional 
or curricular themes, or schools that are defined by other factors as determined by the applicants.   
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In addition, multiple districts can work together to establish an innovation school that would 
serve students from different communities. 
 
 
Authorization Process 
Innovation schools are established in accordance with a locally-based authorization process. 
 

1. An eligible applicant submits an initial prospectus to the district superintendent.  
Within 30 days of receiving the prospectus, the superintendent must convene a screening 
committee that includes the superintendent or a designee, a school committee member or 
a designee, and a representative from the local teachers’ union; two-thirds approval 
from the screening committee is required for the applicant to move forward. 
 

2. An innovation plan committee that includes up to 11 school, district, and community 
representatives develops the innovation plan.   

 
3. Upon completion of the innovation plan, specific steps are required. 

• A conversion school requires a two-thirds majority vote of educators in the 
school. 

• A new school requires negotiations among the applicant, teachers’ union, and 
superintendent if the innovation plan includes proposed waivers from or 
modifications to the collective bargaining agreement. 

 
4. The innovation plan is submitted to the school committee, which must hold at least one 

public hearing. A majority vote of the full school committee is required for approval. 
 

5. Upon approval, the innovation school is authorized for a period of up to five years, 
and can be reauthorized by the school committee at the end of each term. The 
superintendent will work with the school committee to evaluate the school in accordance 
with the annual measurable goals included in the innovation plan.  In addition, the 
superintendent can work with the operator of the innovation school and the school 
committee to revise the plan as necessary. Any revisions that propose changes to the 
collective bargaining agreement require a two-thirds vote of approval from the teachers 
in the innovation school. 
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2. Academic Year 2013-2014 Implementation Highlights 
 
Technical Assistance & Information Sharing and Innovation Schools Network 
 
The innovation school model experienced continued interest from the field in academic year 
2013-2014 and resulted in thirteen new schools and academies receiving innovation status, 
resulting in a total of 42 innovation schools operating during 2013-2014. There are currently, 
approximately 21,000 students enrolled in 54 innovation schools and innovation academies in 26 
school districts across the Commonwealth.  
 
Of the 54 innovation schools and academies noted above, eighteen were located in Gateway 
Cities1 and 12 were level three schools implementing the model to create the conditions 
necessary to improve student achievement. Approximately, 7.8 percent of the schools 
implemented a science, technology, engineering and mathematics or science, technology, 
engineering, arts and mathematics model, while others implemented a combination of one or 
more of the following educational models: multiple pathways, early college, dual language 
immersion, or expanded learning time.  
 
Technical Assistance & Information Sharing 
 
As in past years, the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
(Department) and Executive Office of Education (EOE) continued to collaborate and share 
information across the state on this redesign model. Information was shared through a number of 
mediums which included, but were not limited to, technical assistance, webinars, information 
sessions, onsite presentations, and frequent communication with educators and stakeholders in 
the field.  
 
In addition, the EOE continued to contract with external consultants to provide direct services to 
both identified applicant groups seeking to establish innovation schools and to innovation 
schools and academies currently implementing approved innovation plans. 
 
Innovation Schools Network 
 
The Innovation Schools Network (ISN) was launched in 2012 by EOE as a means to bring 
together innovation school educators, stakeholders, planners, and partners across the state to 
share best practices. This past year the ISN held its 3rd annual statewide convening in June and 
scheduled 3 innovation school visits, which attracted both current and prospective innovation 
school operators. The innovation school visits provide an opportunity for schools to showcase 
their various educational models and innovative approaches to implementation.  
 

                                                 
 
1 The primary purpose of the Gateway Cities Education Agenda is to close achievement and attainment gaps that 
disproportionately affect students living in poverty, students of color, students with disabilities, and students who are 
English language learners in our Gateway Cities. http://www.mass.gov/edu/docs/gateway-cities/20120904-gateway-
cities-fact-sheet.pdf  

http://www.mass.gov/edu/docs/gateway-cities/20120904-gateway-cities-fact-sheet.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/edu/docs/gateway-cities/20120904-gateway-cities-fact-sheet.pdf


Report to the Legislature: Implementation and Fiscal Impact of Innovation Schools  
November 2014 5 
 

A new component to the ISN this past year was the introduction of the Principals Network. This 
branch of the ISN was created to provide targeted support to innovation school leaders and 
provides opportunities to share ideas and best practices with their peers.  
 
 
3. FY14 Innovation Schools Grant Funding 
 
Planning, Implementation, Enhancement, and Fellowship Grants 
 
In addition to fostering collaboration and providing technical assistance, the Department in 
partnership with EOE, supported the innovation schools initiative through a number of focused 
competitive grants. While the innovation school model aspires to be cost-neutral with regard to 
the longer-term operation of an innovation school, one of the primary methods of support to 
schools and partner districts continues to be through the issuance of competitive grants intended 
to support the development and implementation of innovation schools and academies. Initially, 
through the Massachusetts' Race to the Top (RTTT) award, the Department was able to award 
$1.5 million in grant funding to schools, districts, and applicant groups to develop and 
implement new and/or conversion innovation schools and academies. However, with the 
exception of the two Enhancement Grants issued in FY14, the majority of RTTT funds were 
expended at the end of FY13.  
 
In order to provide ongoing support for the initiative, Governor Patrick and the  Legislature 
approved a new $1 million innovation schools line item in the FY14 Massachusetts state budget. 
These funds have allowed the state to provide continued support for the development and 
implementation of innovation schools and academies through issuance of competitive grants in 
the following areas. 
 
Planning Grants 
 
The purpose of the planning grant is to support the planning process needed to develop new 
and/or conversion innovation schools and academies for operation for the following academic 
year. Eligible applicants for this funding opportunity must successfully complete the first stage 
of the authorization process as outlined in the innovation schools statute which is the approval of 
an innovation school prospectus.  
 
Result of Funding: In FY14, the Department awarded a total of $90,000 in planning grant awards 
to four school districts to support the planning processes of nine prospective innovation schools 
and academies. Planning activities supported the innovation plan committee and all applicable 
stakeholders through the issuance of educator stipends to participate in the development of the 
innovation plan, as well as to pay for curriculum development and design and consultant 
services. Upon authorization, the nine prospective innovation schools and academies will serve 
approximately 3,084 students in grades PK-12.  
 

Planning Grant Recipient List Amount 

Auburn Public Schools (Auburn High School's 21st Century Skills Academy- grade 9) $10,000 
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Boston Public Schools (Dorchester Arts and Business Academy 9-12) 10,000 

Boston Public Schools (Dr. William Henderson K-12 Inclusion Innovation School) 10,000 

Pentucket Regional School District (The Merrimac School PK-6) 10,000 

Pentucket Regional School District (The Pentucket Academy of Movement Science & Athletics 7-12) 10,000 

Pentucket Regional School District (The Pentucket Arts Academy 7-12) 10,000 

Pentucket Regional School District (The Pentucket Design and Engineering Academy 1-6) 10,000 

Pentucket Regional School District (The Pentucket Safety and Public Service Academy 7-12) 10,000 

Wareham Public Schools (Wareham Middle School STEAM Academy 6-8) 10,000 

Total State Funds $90,000 
 
 
Implementation Grants 
 
Implementation grants provide districts and schools support for the implementation of approved 
innovation plans. Eligible applicants for this funding opportunity must successfully complete the 
final stage of the authorization process as outlined in the innovation schools statute and operate 
an approved innovation school or academy.  
 
Result of Funding: In FY14, the Department awarded a total of $101,426 in implementation 
grant awards to two school districts to support the implementation of four innovation schools. 
Funds were used to acquire curricular and instructional materials aligned to the goals of the 
innovation plans and also supported targeted professional development for innovation school 
teachers and staff. Grant awards ranged from $20,421 to $30,000 and benefited approximately 
1,046 students in grades PK-6, and 11-12.  
 

Implementation Grant Recipient List Amount 

New Bedford Public Schools (Renaissance Community School for the Arts PK-5)  $30,000 

Quabbin Regional School District (International Baccalaureate School of Quabbin 11-12) 30,000 

Quaboag Regional School District (Warren Community Elementary Innovation School PK-6) 21,005 

Quaboag Regional School District (West Brookfield Elementary Innovation School PK-6) 20,421 

Total State Funds $101,426 

 
Enhancement Grant (funded solely with RTTT federal funds) 
 
The one-time federally-funded Innovation Schools Enhancement Grant provided a supplemental 
opportunity for approved innovation schools that were currently implementing their innovation 
plans in participating RTTT districts to: 1) plan for sustainable expanded learning time strategies 
by redesigning the daily school schedule and school year calendar, and/or 2) provide targeted 
professional development activities aligned to the school's approved Innovation School Plan.  
 
Through creative modifications of the daily school schedule and school year calendar, schools 
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were required to plan for effective uses of expanded learning time. The redesigned schedule 
and/or calendar parameters stressed modifications that increased instructional time for students 
and common planning time for teachers. The redesign strategies are intended to be implemented 
during the 2014-2015 school year.  
 
Funds for providing targeted professional development activities were required to be aligned to 
the school's innovation plan and support a minimum of one of the approved autonomies. 
 
Result of Funding: In FY14, the Department awarded a total of $158,016 in grant awards to six 
schools and districts. Funds were used to provide targeted professional development aligned to 
the goals of the innovation plans and to plan for the possibility of expanding the school day and 
school year. Grant awards ranged from $8,016 to $30,000 and benefited approximately 2,074 
students in grades PK-12. 
 

Enhancement Grant (Race to the Top Funded)-Recipient List Amount 

Boston Public Schools (Margarita Muniz Academy 9-12) $30,000 

Quaboag Regional School District (West Brookfield Elementary Innovation School K-6) 8,016 

Revere Public Schools (Paul Revere Innovation School K-5) 30,000 

Salem Public Schools (Carlton Innovation School K-5) 30,000 

Somerville Public Schools (Winter Hill Community Innovation School K-8) 30,000 

Worcester Public Schools (Woodland Academy PK-6) 30,000 

Total Federal Funds $158,016 
 

 
Enhancement and Sustainability Grant (state funded with support from the Gates 
Foundation and  remaining RTTT funds) 
 
Enhancement and Sustainability grants provide district and school support for both the enhanced 
implementation of the autonomies and flexibilities identified in approved innovation plans and 
the development of embedded professional development time into the school’s schedule and 
calendar.  
 
Result of Funding: In FY14, the Department awarded a total of $494,240 to ten school districts 
to support the enhanced implementation of seventeen innovation schools and academies. The 
grant supported the enhanced implementation of identified autonomies and flexibilities and 
supported the planning needed to embed professional development time into the schedule and 
calendar. Grant awards ranged from $19,840-$30,000, and benefited approximately 8,716 
students in grades PK-12. 
 

Enhancement and Sustainability Grant Recipient List Amount 

Boston Public Schools (Eliot Elementary School PK-8) $30,000 

Boston Public Schools (Madison Park Technical High School 9-12) 30,000 

Boston Public Schools (Roger Clap Innovation School PK-5) 30,000 
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Central Berkshire Regional School District (Beckett Washington School PK-5) 30,000 

Central Berkshire Regional School District (Berkshire Trail Elementary School PK-5) 30,000 

Dennis Yarmouth School District (N H Wixon Innovation School 4-8) 30,000 

Fall River Public Schools (Talbot Innovation Middle School 6-8) 30,000 

Fitchburg Public Schools (McKay Arts Academy PK-8) 30,000 

Gloucester Public Schools (Ralph B. O'Maley Middle School 6-8) 30,000 

Haverhill Public Schools (John C. Tilton Innovation School K-4) 30,000 

Leominster Public Schools (Leominster Center for Excellence 9-12) 24,400 

Leominster Public Schools (Leominster Center for Technical Innovation 9-12) 30,000 

Quaboag Regional School District (Quaboag Middle School 7-8) 19,840 

Worcester Public Schools (Chandler Magnet PK-6) 30,000 

Worcester Public Schools (Goddard Scholars Academy @ Sullivan Middle School 6-8) 30,000 

Worcester Public Schools (Lincoln Street PK-6) 30,000 

Worcester Public Schools (Worcester Technical High School 9-12) 30,000 

Total State, Federal, and Gates Funds $494,240 
 
Innovation Schools Fellowship 
 
The newly created Innovation Schools Fellowship Program (Fellowship) provides intensive 
support and planning time for the cultivation of “break the mold” new or conversion innovation 
schools and/or academies. The Fellowship will support three current innovation school staff 
during the in-depth, yearlong planning process.  
 
The Fellowship commenced in fiscal year 2015 (July 1, 2014) and is a partnership between the 
Department, EOE, and the sponsoring school district (District). By committing to participate in 
the Fellowship, the District’s agreed to provide complete benefit packages and office space to 
support the identified dedicated staff member during the in-depth, yearlong planning process. 
 
Three Fellowships were awarded by the Department and will support the following educational 
models: 1) Blended Learning; 2) Year Round School Schedule; and 3) Early College/Multiple 
Pathways. 
 
Anticipated Result of Funding: It is the expectation of the Department and EOE that the selected 
Fellows will submit an innovation schools prospectus to his or her respective district 
superintendent and screening committee. Additionally, the Department and EOE expect that the 
selected Fellows will serve as their respective district's lead applicant for the prospective 
innovation school and progress through each stage of the authorization process.  
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Awarded Districts  
 
District: Hudson Public Schools School Type: Academy 

Educational Model: Expanded Learning Time Grade Span: K-5 

 
Description of Innovation Academy 
Prospective innovation academy seeking to increase the length of the current school day through 
staggered teacher scheduling and will be based on the essential school model which will 
incorporate a STEM focus.  
 
Description of Fellow 
The selected fellow is a 5th year high school science teacher who will facilitate the work of the 
innovation plan committee as the committee considers innovative approaches to the public 
school experience for students, teachers, families and community members. The fellow will 
research brain-based teaching approaches, physical learning environments, and service learning 
models to create the necessary conditions to establish an effective elementary academy. 
 
Description of Need 
Hudson is a Level 3 school district and is working to close the achievement gap for students with 
disabilities, English language learners, low income, and high needs students. The district 
anticipates that strong teacher collaboration, increased community support, and student-centered 
instruction will lead to improved student achievement and a shift in district-wide culture. 
 
 
District: Malden Public Schools School Type: Academy 
Educational Model: Multiple Pathways  Grade Span 9-12 
 
Description of Innovation Academy 
Prospective innovation academy to be located within Malden High School aimed at serving the 
unique needs of students with limited or interrupted formal education (SLIFE).The prospective 
innovation academy will implement a two-pronged system to serve the needs of recent 
immigrant students and will serve SLIFE identified students for up to two years. 
 
Description of Fellow 
The selected fellow is a 4th year high school mathematics teacher who will facilitate the work of 
the innovation plan committee as it seeks to establish the necessary structures to support the high 
school’s SLIFE students. 
 
Description of Need 
Malden is a Level 3 school district with an increasing ESL student population. The district notes 
that presently, 32 percent of Malden High School’s at-risk students are identified as English 
language learners with some form of limited or interrupted formal education. The district seeks 
to develop the process necessary to accurately identify and support this unique student 
population. 
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District: Worcester Public Schools School Type: Conversion 
Educational Model: Early College Grade Span 7-16 
 
Description of Innovation School  
Prospective early college innovation school to be located in the city of Worcester’s Main South 
Neighborhood. The prospective innovation school will seek to prepare all students for college 
and career readiness through a strong partnership with Clark University and will develop and 
implement a curriculum that is purposefully linked with its college partner. Lastly, the 
prospective innovation school plans to establish a multi-stage college support pathways program 
to ensure that all students receive the support necessary to succeed. 
 
Description of Fellow 
The selected fellow is a focused instructional coach for Claremont Academy (Worcester Public 
School) with extensive experience developing and implementing college and career readiness 
programs. Prior to joining Claremont Academy, the selected fellow served as both a teacher and 
instructional coach at Worcester’s University Park Campus School, an innovation school also 
modeled on college and career readiness. 
 
Description of Need 
Claremont Academy is currently a Level 3 school with a large English language learner and low 
income student population. The school is working to decrease its high attrition rate between 
grades 9 and 12, increase academic achievement, and increase postsecondary enrollment. The 
school and district anticipate that the transition to an innovation school will allow the school to 
build on the efforts to date while providing the autonomy that is necessary to positively impact 
student achievement. 
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4. FY14 Contracted Innovation Schools Projects 
 
In an effort to capitalize on the successes of innovation schools to date, as well as to understand 
and support areas of need, the Department, in collaboration with EOE, contracted with two 
vendors to research the degree to which autonomies and flexibilities granted to innovation 
schools are implemented and to determine the structures that are necessary to successfully 
implement them. 
 
The purpose and description of each project is described below.  
 
Innovation Schools Autonomies and Flexibilities Analysis and Case Study Project 
 
The primary purpose of the project was to provide the state and the field with an increased 
understanding of the autonomies and flexibilities that have been authorized to date and the 
degree to which they are being implemented.  This comprehensive project was developed and 
executed in four phases and resulted in the following materials and tools. 
 
Innovation school plans and implementation field survey 
The first phase of the project comprised of an analysis of the autonomies and flexibilities 
authorized in the existing innovation schools and academies. The analysis included a 
comprehensive review of the approved innovation plans and responses received from an 
implementation field survey sent to school leaders. 
 
Catalog of innovation schools and related autonomies 
The second phase of the project consisted of the development of a catalog of innovation schools 
and their related autonomies and flexibilities.  This catalog will serve as a tool for schools and 
district so they may connect with others innovation school educators utilizing similar 
autonomies.  It will also serve as a planning tool for innovation school planners seeking to 
network with established innovation schools. The database will be located on the Department’s 
innovation schools webpage and provide stakeholders and individuals with the opportunity to 
learn more about each approved innovation school and academy and sort data according to area 
of inquiry. 
 
Identification of case study thematic areas   
The third phase of the project consisted of the selection of three thematic focus areas for the 
development of the innovation schools case studies. The three thematic focus areas were: 1) 
Governance, 2) High District Support/High Implementation, and 3) Schedule and Calendar. The 
selection of the focus areas were based on a review of the approved innovation plans and the 
preliminary findings of the field survey data. 
 
Case Studies 
The fourth and final phase of the project was the selection of the Margarita Muniz Academy 
(Governance), West Brookfield Elementary Innovation School (High District Support/High 
Implementation), and Nathaniel H. Wixon Innovation School (Schedule and Calendar) for case 
study analysis. The selected schools exemplified innovative implementation of the thematic 
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focus areas and represent a range of educational models, grade span, and innovation school 
programs.  
 
The materials and tools described above have been posted to the innovation schools website at 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/redesign/innovation/?section=news in fall 2014.  
 
 
Innovation Schools Implementation Analysis and Field Guide Project 
 
The primary purpose of the project was to provide school district superintendents and district 
level staff with guidance to support the continued implementation of approved autonomies. This 
comprehensive project was developed in four phases and will result in the issuance of guidance 
to the field.  
 
In-depth analysis 
The first phase of the project was comprised of an in-depth analysis of specific flexibilities 
within budget and staffing autonomies and related universal implementation issues.  
 
Identification of local and national experts 
The second phase of the project consisted of the identification of local and national educators 
and experts. The identified individuals were selected based on various levels of success in 
implementing the autonomies mentioned above and identified opportunities, costs, barriers, 
strategies, and levers for implementation and sustainability.  
 
Qualitative data analysis  
The third phase of the project consisted of the compilation of all collected information regarding 
budget and staffing autonomies. 
 
Development of technical briefs 
The fourth and final phase of the project consisted of the development of technical briefs, 
highlighting best practices.  
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.doe.mass.edu/redesign/innovation/?section=news
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5. Demographic Data and Annual Evaluation 
 
Demographic Data on Innovation Schools 
 
Appendix B displays the demographic data of students enrolled in innovation schools and 
academies during academic year 2013-2014, as well as information regarding district averages. 
 
When considered in the aggregate, a significant percentage of innovation school students were 
classified as first language not English (26.6 percent), limited English proficient (15.5 percent), 
low income (59.2 percent), and high needs (66.5 percent). With the exception of students with 
disabilities (16.7 percent), innovation schools and academies served on average a higher 
percentage of students belonging to one or more selected population groups as compared to the 
state.  
 
 Innovation Schools Annual Evaluation and Measurable Annual Goals 
 
By statute, superintendents are required to review innovation schools in their district for progress 
against their Measureable Annual Goals (MAGs). Annual reports must then be submitted to the 
local school committee and the commissioner of elementary and secondary education. These 
reports include information about the progress of individual innovation schools in meeting their 
goals, including areas required by law such as MCAS achievement data and other measures that 
capture progress on innovation plan goals. Many innovation schools have goals that address 
areas such as school climate, staff morale, and community involvement.  
 
The information contained in annual reports also provides the Department and EOE with the 
necessary information about the particular challenges faced and successes attained by innovation 
schools. This information is vital to state level staff as it determines the focus of targeted 
technical assistance and support. 
 
For spring 2013 MCAS data, please go to http://profiles.doe.mass.edu/  to review school level 
profiles.  
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://profiles.doe.mass.edu/
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Appendix A: Approved Innovation Schools as of August 1, 2014 
 

Massachusetts Innovation Schools  
 
There are 54 innovation schools in the Commonwealth established in urban, suburban and rural communities.  
These include schools of varying grade levels (e.g., elementary, middle, and high school) and school types (e.g., new 
or converted schools or programs within an existing school).  Many of these schools are organized around specific 
themes like STEM, dual language instruction, International Baccalaureate (IB) programs, alternative education 
opportunities (like dropout prevention and dual enrollment at community colleges), virtual platforms and 
wraparound services.  Many of the schools will also operate with novel schedules that will significantly increase 
instructional time for students and professional learning opportunities for educators.  
 
AUBURN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

• STEM Academy for Middle School 
Engineers: conversion school, scheduling, 
curriculum and professional development 
autonomies 

• 21sr Century Skills Academy @ Auburn 
High School: new freshman academy that 
will implement blended learning, social and 
emotional development, and self regulation 
training educational models 

 
BOSTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

• Blackstone School: preK-5 conversion 
school, turnaround school using multiple 
autonomies to sustain student gains  

• Charlestown High School Diploma Plus 
Innovation Academy: conversion, serving 
off-track students with a competency-based 
curriculum 

• Roger Clap Community Academy: new 
school, grades K-5, lengthened school day, 
more professional development, inclusive 
governing board 

• Eliot School: conversion elementary school, 
seeking to increase individualization of 
instruction for students  

• John F Kennedy School: conversion school, 
K-5 STEM theme 

• Henderson K-12 Innovation Inclusion 
School: conversion school: conversion 
school, fully-inclusive, single-school 
pathway pre-K to grade 12 

• Madison Park Technical Vocational High 
School: conversion high school, focused on 
multiple pathways 

• Margarita Muñiz Academy: new school, 
grades 9 – 12, dual language 
(English/Spanish) high school 

• W.M. Trotter School: K-5 conversion 
school, turnaround school using multiple 
autonomies to sustain student gains 

 

 
 
CAPE COD REGIONAL TECHNICAL HIGH 
SCHOOL 

• Cape Cod Tech STEM Academy: new 
Innovation School academy, propose as a 
four-year STEM Program  
 

 
CENTRAL BERKSHIRE REGIONAL SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 

• Becket Washington Elementary School: 
conversion school, curricular and scheduling 
autonomies 

• Berkshire Trail Elementary School: 
conversion school, curricular and 
professional development autonomies 

 
DENNIS-YARMOUTH 

• Ezra H. Baker Innovation School: 
conversion elementary school, seeking a 
broad range of autonomies  

• Nathaniel H. Wixon Innovation School: 
conversion school, grades 4-5, extended day 
for students through staggered teacher 
schedule 

 
FALL RIVER PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

• Edmond Talbot Innovation School: 
conversion elementary school, STEM, 
shared leadership model, community 
partnerships 

 
FALMOUTH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

• Lawrence School: conversion school, grades 
7-8, STEM, distributive leadership model 

 
FITCHBURG PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

• Fitchburg Arts Academy/McKay Campus 
School: dual conversion school, 
expeditionary learning and project based 
curricular focus 
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GLOUCESTER PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

• O'Maley Innovation Middle School: 
conversion middle school, autonomies in the 
areas of instructional, curricular and 
assessment strategies, district policies, 
school schedule, and professional 
development  

 
GREENFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

• Discovery School at Four Corners: 
conversion school, grades K-3, 
environmentally themed curriculum with 
expanded staff meeting time 

 
HAVERHILL PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

• John C. Titlon Innovation School: 
conversion school, multiple autonomies 
sought to create partnerships within the 
community  

 
LEOMINSTER PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

• Center for Technical Education innovation 
School: Innovation academy, STEM focused 
program within larger vocational and 
technical high school 

• Leominster Center for Excellence: new high 
school,  alternative educational program, to 
include complete wrap-around academic, 
extended academic and therapeutic services  

 
MAHAR PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

• Pathways Early College High School: new 
school, grades 11 and 12, collaboration with 
Mount Wachusett Community College, 
students earn a high school diploma and 
college credits  
 

MALDEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
• Linden S.T.E.A.M Innovation School 

Academy: conversion S.T.E.A.M. school 
 
MONSON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

• Monson New Century High School: 
conversion school, grades 9-12, 
individualized programs in 11th and 12th 
grade 

 
NEW BEDFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

• Renaissance Community School for the 
Arts: new school, grades K-5, integrated arts 
program that includes community partners 

 
 

 
 
PENTUCKET REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

• Design & Engineering Academy at the Dr. 
John C. Page School: conversion elementary 
focused on the implementation of STEAM 
and Visual Thinking Strategies 

• Design & Engineering Academy at the Dr. 
Elmer S. Bagnall School: conversion 
elementary focused on the implementation 
of STEAM and Visual Thinking Strategies  

• The Merrimac School (International 
Baccalaureate) at the Dr. Frederick N. 
Sweetsir School: conversion elementary 
implementing the International 
Baccalaureate program 

• The Merrimac Schools (International 
Baccalaureate) at the Helen R. Donaghue 
School: conversion elementary 
implementing the IB program 

• The Pentucket Arts Academy at Pentucket 
Middle School and Pentucket High School: 
new academy focused on the visual and fine 
arts. 

• The Pentucket Academy of Movement 
Science & Athletics at Pentucket Middle 
School and Pentucket High School: new 
academy focused on sports science 

• The Pentucket Safety and Public Service 
Academy at Pentucket Middle School and 
Pentucket High School: new academy 
focused on disciplines related to safety and 
public service  

 
QUABBIN REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

• International Baccalaureate School at 
Quabbin: new Innovation academy, based 
on International Baccalaureate Diploma 
program [not yet in operation] 

 
QUABOAG REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

• Quaboag Innovation Early College: 
conversion, school-within-a-school, grades 
11-12, STEM, dual enrollment 

• Quaboag Innovation Middle School: 
conversion school, grades 7-8, STEM  

• West Brookfield Elementary Innovation 
School: conversion S.T.E.A.M. school, 
exploratory hands-on mathematics  

• Warren Community Elementary Innovation 
School: conversion school, focus on 
S.T.E.A.M. model, along with project based 
learning and service learning 
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REVERE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

• Paul Revere Innovation School: conversion 
school, grades K-5, creative scheduling to 
create common planning time, shared 
leadership model 

 
SALEM PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

• Carlton Elementary School: conversion 
school, grades K-5, individualized learning, 
continuous progress model, trimester student 
transitions 

 
SOMERVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

• Winter Hill Community Innovation School: 
conversion school collaborative approach to 
teacher leadership and student engagement 

 
SPRINGFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

• Springfield Renaissance Innovation School: 
conversion school, grade 6-12, focus on 
college and career readiness, Expeditionary 
Learning 

 
WAREHAM PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

• Wareham Middle School STEAM 
Academy: new academy to provide 
integrated, project-based curriculum with a 
strong STEM foundation 

 
WEST SPRINGFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

• 21st Century Skills Academy: new school, 
grades 9-12, hybrid virtual and in-school 
course work, work-based learning   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
WORCESTER PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
• The Chandler Magnet School: conversion 

school, grades preK-6, dual language 
program (English/Spanish) 

• Goddard Scholars Academy at Sullivan 
Middle School: conversion school-within-a-
school, grades 6-8, accelerated magnet 
program  

• Goddard School of Science and Technology: 
conversion school, grades preK-6, STEM 

• Lincoln Street Early Literacy Innovation 
School: conversion, focus on literacy, 
professional development 

• University Park Campus School: conversion 
school, grades 7-12, college preparatory 

• Woodland Academy: conversion school, 
pre-K-6, new staffing autonomies, enhanced 
governing board 

• Worcester East Middle School - Academy of 
Science, Health and Technology: partial 
conversion, focus on rigorous academic 
program for college and career success 

• Worcester Technical STEM Early Career & 
College High School: conversion school, 
STEM 
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Appendix B: Demographic Data for Innovation Schools 

District
School 
Code

School Name
Total 

Enrollment

First 
Language not 

English (%)

Limited 
English 

Proficient (%)

Low Income 
(%)

Special 
Education (%)

Free Lunch 
(%)

Reduced 
Lunch (%)

High Needs 
(%)

AUBURN 00170305
STEM Academy for Middle School Engineers 
Profiles Name: Auburn Middle 593.0 5.2 2.5 30.4 14.0 25.0 5.4 38.1

AUBURN DISTRICT 00170000 2348.0 5.1 3.0 26.5 11.6 21.7 4.8 35.1
BOSTON 00350298 Roger Clap Community Academy 173.0 32.9 26.0 72.8 16.8 69.4 3.5 79.2
BOSTON 00350096 Eliot School 388.0 26.5 19.6 47.9 22.7 45.6 2.3 60.6

BOSTON 00350537 Madison Park Technical Vocational High School 1146.0 54.2 32.4 91.4 37.6 88.5 3.0 96.2
BOSTON 00350390 Blackstone School 630.0 59.2 50.2 87.0 20.0 86.5 0.5 95.1
BOSTON 00350549 Margarita Muñiz Academy 156.0 80.1 48.1 92.3 10.9 87.2 5.1 97.4
BOSTON 00350370 W. M. Trotter School 411.0 12.2 9.0 84.4 12.7 84.4 0.0 87.1
BOSTON DISTRICT 00350000 54300.0 46.3 29.9 77.7 19.5 74.6 3.1 85.2
CAPE COD Cape Cod Tech STEM Academy1 15.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 13.0 47.0 13.0 60.0
CAPE COD DISTRICT 08150000 654.0 1.8 1.7 40.5 24.0 35.3 5.2 54.1
CENTRAL BERKSHIRE 06350005 Becket Washington Elementary School 108.0 0.0 0.0 39.8 19.4 39.8 0.0 48.1
CENTRAL BERKSHIRE 06350010 Berkshire Trail Elementary School 76.0 0.0 0.0 23.7 13.2 18.4 5.3 35.5
CENTRAL BERKSHIRE DISTRICT 06350000 1736.0 0.7 0.4 33.4 13.9 27.0 6.3 41.5
DENNIS-YARMOUTH 06450005 Ezra H. Baker Innovation School 398.0 10.1 9.0 57.0 18.3 49.5 7.5 66.1
DENNIS-YARMOUTH 06450050 Nathaniel H. Wixon Innovation School 498.0 13.9 9.6 40.6 17.5 30.9 9.6 52.4
DENNIS-YARMOUTH DISTRICT 06450000 3044.0 12.1 8.0 42.2 16.2 33.6 8.6 52.5

FALL RIVER 00950305
Edmond Talbot Innovation School Profiles Name: 
Talbot Innovation School 755.0 33.2 16.6 81.6 22.4 73.6 7.9 86.8

FALL RIVER DISTRICT 00950000 10319.0 20.9 8.5 78.3 20.4 70.7 7.6 81.7
FALMOUTH 00960405 Lawrence School 544.0 4.0 1.3 29.2 23.9 24.4 4.8 44.1
FALMOUTH DISTRICT 00960000 3541.0 3.4 1.4 29.4 18.7 25.4 4.0 40.5
FITCHBURG 00970340 McKay Arts Academy 684.0 29.1 13.9 72.1 21.2 64.9 7.2 77.3
FITCHBURG DISTRICT 00970000 5010.0 32.1 15.2 77.0 22.4 70.3 6.7 81.5
GLOUCESTER PUBLIC SCHOOLS 01070305 O'Maley Innovation Middle School 675.0 6.1 3.4 48.4 23.1 39.7 8.7 56.6
GLOUCESTER DISTRICT 01070000 3078.0 5.4 2.9 43.7 23.1 36.5 7.1 53.9
GREENFIELD 01140025 Discovery School at Four Corners 224.0 4.9 4.9 37.1 8.0 29.0 8.0 42.4
GREENFIELD DISTRICT 01140000 1733.0 8.9 3.5 59.8 18.0 53.0 6.8 65.1
HAVERHILL PUBLIC SCHOOLS 01280075 John C. Titlon Innovation School 507.0 23.9 11.4 76.9 18.9 69.4 7.5 80.3
HAVERHILL DISTRICT 01280000 7147.0 17.2 7.5 57.5 20.4 50.5 7.0 64.1

LEOMINSTER PUBLIC SCHOOLS 01530605

Center for Technical Education Innovation 
School-Profiles Name: Leominster HS and Center 
for Tech Ed 654.0 19.4 0.8 45.7 22.6 40.1 5.7 56.4

LEOMINSTER PUBLIC SCHOOLS 01530515 Leominster Center for Excellence 34.0 5.9 0.0 58.8 41.2 44.1 14.7 76.5
LEOMINSTER DISTRICT 01530000 6171.0 18.2 6.0 47.5 19.2 41.0 6.5 56.8
MAHAR 07550515 Pathways Early College High School 34.0 0.0 0.0 8.8 0.0 8.8 0.0 8.8
MAHAR DISTRICT 07550000 819.0 0.2 0.1 45.5 15.2 37.7 7.8 50.2

Massachusetts Innovation School Demographics for Schools in Operation During 2013-14
Note: The data represented below was largley derived from the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education’s Student Information Management System (SIMS).
1 - The demographic data for academies within a larger school are self reported due to the configuration of the program (data presented is 2012-13 data).
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District School 
Code

School Name Total 
Enrollment

First 
Language 

not English 
( )

Limited 
English 

Proficient 

Low Income 
(%)

Special 
Education 

(%)

Free Lunch 
(%)

Reduced 
Lunch (%)

High Needs 
(%)

MALDEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 01650047 Linden S.T.E.A.M Innovation School Academy 894.0 43.2 15.1 55.1 19.0 46.6 8.5 66.3
MALDEN DISTRICT 01650000 6535.0 47.4 18.8 59.3 15.3 49.9 9.4 70.6

MONSON 01910505
Monson New Century High School Profiles 
Name: Monson Innovation High School 345.0 2.3 0.0 20.3 11.0 13.3 7.0 27.5

MONSON DISTRICT 01910000 1160.0 2.1 0.3 27.5 14.8 20.6 6.9 36.4
NEW BEDFORD 02010124 Renaissance Community School for the Arts 176.0 35.2 9.1 92.0 21.6 86.9 5.1 93.8
NEW BEDFORD DISTRICT 02010000 12744.0 22.4 5.5 75.6 22.5 69.7 5.9 80.2

QUABBIN

International Baccalaureate School at 
Quabbin Profiles Name: Quabbin Regional 
High School 87.0 #N/A #N/A #N/A #N/A #N/A #N/A #N/A

QUABBIN DISTRICT 07530000 2486.0 0.5 0.1 26.0 17.4 21.0 5.1 36.8
QUABOAG 07782001 Quaboag Innovation Early College1 32.0 0.0 0.0 28.0 6.0 22.0 6.0 3.0
QUABOAG 07780305 Quaboag Innovation Middle School 246.0 0.4 0.4 52.0 16.3 43.1 8.9 57.3

QUABOAG 07780010 West Brookfield Elementary Innovation School 311.0 0.0 0.0 28.9 12.5 23.8 5.1 35.7

QUABOAG 07780005
Warren Community Elementary Innovation 
School 461.0 0.9 0.9 54.0 16.9 46.4 7.6 60.7

QUABOAG DISTRICT 07780000 1382.0 0.8 0.4 45.2 16.0 38.2 7.0 52.0
REVERE 02480050 Paul Revere Innovation School 474.0 50.4 18.8 74.5 16.5 61.6 12.9 80.2
REVERE DISTRICT 02480000 6831.0 51.8 14.2 77.8 14.9 63.2 14.6 82.2
SALEM 02580015 Carlton Elementary School 205.0 21.5 12.2 70.2 19.0 65.9 4.4 74.1
SALEM DISTRICT 02580000 4336.0 26.8 13.0 59.7 21.6 54.3 5.4 67.8
SOMERVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 02740120 Winter Hill Community Innovation School 395.0 59.7 21.5 84.1 27.1 72.2 11.9 91.9
SOMERVILLE DISTRICT 02740000 4940.0 50.7 16.8 66.9 20.7 56.6 10.3 73.5
SPRINGFIELD 02810205 Springfield Renaissance Innovation School 705.0 12.1 3.5 65.7 12.2 56.3 9.4 68.7
SPRINGFIELD DISTRICT 02810000 25826.0 26.4 17.0 87.3 19.3 81.4 5.9 90.1
WEST SPRINGFIELD 03320515 21st Century Skills Academy 14.0 28.6 0.0 21.4 0.0 21.4 0.0 21.4
WEST SPRINGFIELD DISTRICT 03320000 3899.0 25.3 7.5 55.0 20.8 48.7 6.3 62.8
WORCESTER 03480052 The Chandler Magnet School 431.0 79.8 76.1 87.0 19.3 83.3 3.7 94.2

WORCESTER 03482001
Goddard Scholars Academy at Sullivan Middle 
School1 144.0 28.0 0.7 54.5 1.4 46.2 8.4 61.5

WORCESTER 03480100 Goddard School of Science and Technology 533.0 62.9 58.2 93.1 18.4 88.4 4.7 97.6

WORCESTER 03480160 Lincoln Street Early Literacy Innovation School 266.0 51.1 45.5 87.2 15.4 82.7 4.5 94.4
WORCESTER 03480285 University Park Campus School 230.0 65.7 17.4 82.2 10.9 71.3 10.9 86.5
WORCESTER 03480030 Woodland Academy 554.0 72.7 66.4 97.3 16.4 92.8 4.5 99.6

WORCESTER 03482007
Worcester East Middle School - Academy of 
Science, Health and Technology1 288.0 22.8 22.7 91.0 11.9 78.2 12.9 96.0

WORCESTER 03480605
Worcester Technical STEM Early Career & 
College High School 1358.0 34.0 8.5 64.7 15.6 57.8 6.8 72.0

WORCESTER DISTRICT 03480000 24562.0 44.4 31.7 73.0 20.0 67.2 5.7 81.4
Innovation Totals 24 Districts with Innovation Schools 16852 26.6 15.5 59.2 16.7 54.3 6.4 66.5
Massachusetts Totals 00000000 42 Total Innovation Schools 955739 17.8 7.9 38.3 17.0 33.6 4.7 48.8
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Appendix C: Innovation Schools Advisory Group 
 
EOE, in collaboration with the Department, has continued to convene the Innovation Schools Advisory Group 
on a regular basis in order to gather feedback from the various education associations in the state as to how 
best to continue to support the Innovation Schools initiative. 
 
The Innovation Schools Advisory Group members are: 
 Cliff Chuang, Associate Commissioner, Office of Charter Schools and School Redesign, ESE 
 Joan Connolly, former superintendent, consultant 
 Michael Contompasis, City of Boston 
 Sheika Edmond, Innovation Schools Specialist, Office of Charter Schools and School Redesign, ESE 
 Dan French, The Center for Collaborative Education 
 Linda Hayes, Massachusetts Association of Secondary School Administrators 
 Ruth Hersh, Assistant Director, Office of Charter Schools and School Redesign, ESE 
 Nadya Higgins, Massachusetts Elementary School Principals Association  
 Lyle Kirtman, Future Management Systems 
 Glenn Koocher, Massachusetts Association of School Committees 
 Jed Lippard, Marc Kenen and Janine Matho - Massachusetts Charter Public School Association 
 Daniel Murphy, Tom Gosnell, and Edward Doherty - American Federation of Teachers  

Massachusetts 
 Emily Raine, National Center on Time and Learning 
 Bridget Rodriguez, Director of Planning and Collaboration, EOE 
 Tom Scott, Massachusetts Association of School Superintendents 
 Paul Toner, Kathie Skinner - Massachusetts Teachers Association 
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