
ANDOVER – Saturday, April 16, 2016 – Today, during a special 100  anniversary celebration of the founding of
Harold Parker State Forest, the Baker-Polito Administration announced that the Department of Conservation and
Recreation (DCR) will staff lifeguards and conduct water quality testing at Berry Pond during the 2016 summer
recreational season. Berry Pond, which had been closed to swimming since 2009, was once a very popular destination
for families to cool off during the hot summer months.

“For 100 years, Harold Parker State Forest has been enjoyed by the public, and it is only fitting that on the centennial
anniversary of its founding, we provide lifeguards at Berry Pond for families to again enjoy it this season,” said
Governor Charlie Baker.

The state forest, managed by the DCR, lies in Andover, Middleton, North Andover, and North Reading, and was named
after the Commonwealth’s first Chairman of the Massachusetts State Forest Commission. Harold Parker State Forest is
comprised of more than 3,000 acres of land, is approximately twenty miles north of Boston, and is within one hour’s
drive of three million people.

“We remain committed to increasing recreational opportunities for visitors at state parks, forests, beaches, and
reservations across the Commonwealth to enjoy and benefit from,” said Lieutenant Governor Karyn Polito. “Not
only will the public be able to utilize Berry Pond, but the opening will allow a new generation of lifeguards to man its
shores, creating local, well paying positions.”

In 2015, DCR completed a major beach renourishment project at Berry Pond, which included erosion control, removal of
old sand and the installation of 50 cubic yards of new, replacement sand along the pond’s shores. The bathhouse
adjacent to Berry Pond has also been recently upgraded by DCR; a project that included winterization, plumbing and
roofing improvements.

“The establishment of Harold Parker State Forest, during a time of increased industrialization nationwide, is a testament
to the foresight and perseverance of Massachusetts’ early conservationists,” said Energy and Environmental
Affairs Secretary Matthew Beaton. “On the eve of Earth Week, I am proud that this Administration has renewed
its commitment to Harold Parker State Forest and Berry Pond, and I urge Massachusetts residents and visitors alike to
come explore this exceptional forest.”

Daily lifeguard coverage at Berry Pond is scheduled to begin on Saturday, June 25, 2016, and will be from 11:00AM to
6:00PM.

“Harold Parker was a pioneer in the land conservation movement in Massachusetts and our agency is proud to follow in
his footsteps in protecting our states natural resources while offering unparalleled recreational opportunities for all,” said
DCR Commissioner Leo Roy. “Reopening Berry Pond would not have been possible without the financial support
of the Friends of Harold Parker State Forest. DCR must increasingly rely on public-private partnerships to achieve its
mission.The state has partnered with the Friends of Harold Parker State Forest, who will be launching a fundraising
campaign to assist financially with the assignment of lifeguards at Berry Pond for the upcoming season.

“This is great news,” said House Minority Leader Bradley H. Jones, Jr. (R-North Reading). “I can’t think of
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a better way to celebrate the 100  anniversary of the Harold Parker State Forest than by making Berry Pond more
easily accessible to area residents and families.”

“Harold Parker is a green gem in our community that has provided generations with outdoor recreation opportunities and
a place where they can truly appreciate our natural environment,” said State Representative Jim Lyons (R-
Andover). “Our thanks go out to everyone who has worked so hard over the years to keep Harold Parker the pristine,
accessible, and fun place we know today. Congratulations on 100 years!”

“The Harold Parker State Forest is a cherished jewel which has provided opportunities for recreation and restfulness,
family gatherings and solitary sojourns, and the enjoyment of generations of visitors,” said Senate Minority Leader
Bruce Tarr (R-Gloucester). “This centennial celebration is a perfect time for those considering a first visit or to
welcome back again old friends.”

Harold Parker has been a beautiful recourse for residents across the commonwealth for the last 100 years,” said
State Senator Barbara L’Italen (D-Andover). “I am looking forward to comminuting our efforts to ensure we can
protect and preserve its history and natural beauty for the next 100 years.”

“For 100 years Harold Parker State Forest has been known as our community’s primary place to explore and enjoy the
deep woods,” said Pat Keck, President of the Friends of Harold Parker State Forest. “Thanks to our
partnership with the Department of Conservation and Recreation, we have the added resources to reopen Berry Pond
for swimming, and that is going to make for a spectacular one-hundredth summer.”

DCR is still in the process of hiring lifeguard candidates for the summer season, including at Berry Pond and other
regional swimming locations. Potential applicants are encouraged to visit www.mass.gov/lifeguards to learn more about
the application process, necessary certifications, and free certification courses offered by DCR.

###

The Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), an agency of the Executive Office of Energy
and Environmental Affairs, oversees 450,000 acres of parks and forests, beaches, bike trails, watersheds, dams, and

parkways. Led by Commissioner Leo Roy, the agency’s mission is to protect, promote, and enhance our common wealth
of natural, cultural, and recreational resources. To learn more about DCR, our facilities, and our programs, please

visitwww.mass.gov/dcr. Contact us at mass.parks@state.ma.us.

Follow DCR on Twitter............................................... twitter.com/MassDCR

Follow DCR on Instagram……………………………… instagram.com/MassDCR/

View videos on You Tube.......................................... www.youtube.com/MassEEA

View downloadable photographs on Flickr                   www.flickr.com/photos/masseea/sets/

Visit The Great Outdoors blog.................................... www.mass.gov/blog/environment

Visit our website........................................................ www.mass.gov/dcr
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