
Route 79/Braga Bridge Improvements Project                                      
January 2014 Update: Stage 1A Construction                                                       
 
Major construction on the Massachusetts Department of Transportation’s (MassDOT) Route 79/Braga 
Bridge Improvements Project will continue through the winter months. Roadway upgrades are complete 
and traffic detours are in place to maintain local access at all times to the Fall River waterfront and area 
businesses and attractions for vehicles, bicyclists and pedestrians. 
 
Barletta Heavy/O&G JV, the design/build joint venture for the project, completed initial upgrades and 
preliminary work in fall 2013 to prepare for the start of major construction, which occurred in 
November. Painting and structural repairs also began on the Braga Bridge in the fall; the outside lanes 
and shoulders in each direction will remain 
closed for use as work zones until spring 2015. 
As part of the design/build (D/B) process for 
this project, the D/B team’s lead designer, 
Vanasse Hangen Brustlin (VHB) and its 
consultants are advancing the design for future 
stages of the project.  
 
The initial Route 79 upgrades and preliminary 
work included: 

• Construction of a temporary off-ramp 
from Route 79 southbound onto Davol 
Street and two temporary I-195 ramps 

• Installation of a three-way traffic  
signal at Davol and Central Streets  
and other signal improvements 

 
Other roadway improvements included: 

• Making Connector Street, previously one-way from Milliken Boulevard, into a two-way street 
• Making Central Street two-way between Davol Street and the Heritage  

State Park parking lot on Water Street 
• Creating a northerly u-turn located just south of President Avenue to shift South Davol Street 

local traffic to North Davol Street, which is now a two-way roadway providing access to Central 
Street.  

 
Stage 1A major construction began in mid-
November with the start of demolition of the 
elevated portion of Route 79 south of Anawan 
Street, with work continuing northward. Route 
79 will be closed in both directions between 
Davol Street and Broadway Extension and the 
Davol Street viaduct will be closed between 
Central Street and Pocasset Street/Anawan 
Street to allow the contractor to demolish the 
elevated portion of the roadway. 
 

Looking south from Anawan Street with 
demolition in progress. 

Demolition of Ramp A. 



Preliminary work, including drilling test piles and removing pavement within the work zone, is also 
underway to prepare for construction of the Water Street Connector. Seven detour routes for through 
traffic on Route 79 and 138 were implemented in November and are described in detail below. They can 
also be viewed on maps posted on the project website. These detours will be in place into fall 2015. 
Signs are in place indicating the detour routes.   
 
Detour routes in place through fall 2015 include: 
 

• From I-195 westbound to Route 79 northbound – Take exit 5 from I-195 westbound onto 
Central Street, turn right onto North Davol Street and continue straight to Route 79 northbound.  

 
• From I-195 eastbound to Route 79 northbound – Take exit 5 from I-195 eastbound toward 

Route 138 south (North Tiverton, RI), turn left onto Milliken Boulevard, turn left onto Central 
Street, turn right onto North Davol Street and continue straight to Route 79 northbound.  
 

• From I-195 westbound to Route 138 southbound – Take exit 5 from I-195 westbound onto 
Central Street, continue straight to Water Street which becomes Ponta Delgada Boulevard and 
ends at Columbia Street, continue across Columbia Street where Ponta Delgada becomes Eagle 
Street, turn right onto Hope Street and turn left onto Broadway (Route 138 southbound). 
 

• Route 79 southbound to I-195 eastbound – Follow detour from Route 79 southbound onto 
South Davol Street which becomes North Davol Street, take right onto Central Street which 
becomes Water Street, take left onto Anawan Street which becomes Pocasset Street and turn 
left onto temporary ramp to I-195 eastbound.  
 

• Route 79 southbound to I-195 westbound – Follow detour from Route 79 southbound onto 
South Davol Street which becomes North Davol Street, take right onto Central Street which 
becomes Water Street, take left onto Anawan Street which becomes Pocasset Street and then 
South Frontage Road, turn left onto 4th Street, turn right onto Pleasant Street and turn right 
onto ramp to I-195 westbound.  
 

• Route 138 northbound to Route 79 northbound – Turn right from Broadway (Route 138) onto 
Middle Street, turn left onto South Main Street which becomes North Main Street, turn left onto 
Central Street just past City Hall, turn right onto North Davol Street and continue straight to 
Route 79 northbound.  
 

• Route 79 southbound to Route 138 southbound – Follow detour from Route 79 southbound 
onto South Davol Street which becomes North Davol Street, take right onto Central Street which 
becomes Water Street and then Ponta Delgada Boulevard and ends at Columbia Street, 
continue across Columbia Street where Ponta Delgada Boulevard becomes Eagle Street, turn 
right onto Hope Street and turn left onto Broadway (Route 138 southbound).    

 
Please visit the project website at www.mass.gov/massdot/route79project to sign up for email 
alerts and updates and to learn more about this important project. For more information, please 
contact the project team by phone at 781-774-0441 or by email to route79project@state.ma.us.   
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