
BOSTON – Thursday, May 26, 2016 – With the unofficial start of the summer recreational season set to
commence this Memorial Day Weekend, the Baker-Polito Administration announced today the opening of several of the
state’s waterfronts across the Commonwealth will take place on Saturday, May 28, 2016. The Department of
Conservation and Recreation will begin staffing lifeguards weekends only at many of the agency’s inland beach and
ocean beach locations on Saturday. Additionally, state parks and campgrounds will increase staff for summer activities.

“With Memorial Day Weekend now upon us, I can’t think of a better time to go outside and explore nature with friends
and family,” said Governor Charlie Baker. “The Commonwealth has excellent recreational opportunities at every
corner of the state, and I am excited for another year where thousands of people will take advantage of what our parks
have to offer.”

“Kicking off the summer recreational season remains one of my favorite highlights of the year, where people from all
over Massachusetts’ and beyond get to experience our state park system,” said Lieutenant Governor Karyn
Polito. “It is incredibly important that people of all ages incorporate a healthy, active lifestyle, and our state’s parks
provide a perfect setting to do just that.”

With the Commonwealth currently experiencing summer like temperatures, the Baker-Polito Administration opened spray
decks early this year for children and their families to enjoy and to escape the heat.

“The opening of waterfronts marks a special occasion on the calendars of thousands of people seeking a respite from
the summer heat,” said Energy and Environmental Affairs Secretary Matthew Beaton. “Massachusetts has
some of the most incredible natural and recreational resources for the public to enjoy, and it is my hope that we all
experience a safe, fun summer as we embark on the upcoming summer season.”

Water quality testing at designed water areas has already begun. Additionally, comfort stations at many of DCR’s
beaches will be opened for the public to utilize.

“The Department of Conservation and Recreation works incredibly hard to ensure the state’s campgrounds, beaches,
parks, and reservations are prepared for the influx of people throughout the summer season,” said DCR
Commissioner Leo Roy. “The Baker-Polito Administration is committed to providing the best services we can with
the resources we have to provide access to recreational opportunities to people of all ages and abilities to enjoy.”

Next month, the DCR plans to stagger the opening of wading pools (Saturday, June 18, 2016) and deep water pools
(Saturday, June 25, 2016) to the public, and will begin staffing lifeguards at many of the waterfronts seven days a week.
To review the entire list of open waterfronts, please visit the agency’s webpage regarding swimming. Information
concerning upcoming summer programming at DCR properties can be found on the agency’s Programs & Events
webpage. Additionally, DCR continues to hire lifeguards for this summer season. Click here to apply.

###

The Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), an agency of the Executive Office of Energy
and Environmental Affairs, oversees 450,000 acres of parks and forests, beaches, bike trails, watersheds, dams, and
parkways. Led by Commissioner Leo Roy, the agency’s mission is to protect, promote, and enhance our common wealth
of natural, cultural, and recreational resources. To learn more about DCR, our facilities, and our programs, please
visitwww.mass.gov/dcr. Contact us at mass.parks@state.ma.us.
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Follow DCR on Instagram:............ www.instagram.com/MassDCR

View videos on YouTube:............ www.youtube.com/MassEEA

View downloadable photographs on Flickr:............ www.flickr.com/photos/masseea/sets/

Visit the Energy Smarts blog:................................. www.mass.gov/blog/energy

Visit The Great Outdoors blog:….……………………….. www.mass.gov/blog/environment

Visit our website:..................................................... www.mass.gov/dcr
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