
BOSTON – Tuesday, May 24, 2016 – With the warm weather providing excellent opportunities for
the public to enjoy the outdoors, the Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) has announced that the
12  annual Adaptive Recreation Fair, sponsored by the agency’s Universal Access program, will be on Saturday, June
4, 2016, from 10:00AM to 3:00PM at Artesani Park located on Soldiers Field Road in Boston’s Brighton neighborhood.
This free fair will feature displays and demonstrations of accessible recreational equipment to educate the public of the
groundbreaking equipment currently available to them.

“DCR's Adaptive Recreation Fair will provide people of all abilities with an excellent opportunity to come together in the
spirit of making our state's natural resources more accessible to all,” said Governor Charlie Baker. “Under the
supervision of qualified and caring staff, residents can learn more about the many great opportunities offered year-round
to all participants, and I am proud to provide my support to this incredibly important program.”

The Adaptive Recreation Fair delivers an array of adaptive organizations from across Massachusetts and beyond for a
celebratory gathering. Organizations will spend the day networking and educating the public about accessible programs
and resources throughout the state that are available to individuals with disabilities. Recreation organizations will also
showcase the wide range of adaptive equipment and products that help people with disabilities access the great
outdoors.

“I remain extremely proud of the great work DCR’s Universal Access Program continues to accomplish while
serving residents with disabilities across Massachusetts' 351 cities and towns,” said Lieutenant Governor Karyn
Polito. “Governor Baker and I strive every day to build an inclusive foundation for state government, and the Adaptive
Recreation Fair is another example of how our administration is building bridges for individuals and families to work, live,
and grow together.”

In addition to program information, this fun-filled day will feature activities such as adaptive cycling, hiking, letterboxing,
face painting, product demonstrations, refreshments, music, and more. The fair will also host regional adaptive
recreation organizations able to inform participants who wish to register for accessible summer recreation programs.

“Every resident of the Commonwealth, regardless of experience or ability, deserves the chance to recreate with friends
and family in our state's parks, forests, beaches, and waterways, and DCR's Universal Access Program provides exactly
that,” said Energy and Environmental Affairs Secretary Matthew Beaton. “Through its support, the Baker-
Polito Administration exemplifies how state government can expand opportunities for all with an open and accessible
atmosphere, year after year.”

With adaptive equipment, a welcoming environment, and trained staff on site, the Universal Access Program offers
outdoor recreational experiences for people with disabilities in an inclusive environment while highlighting an offering
of enjoyable experiences in Massachusetts’ State Parks, regardless of ability.

“The Universal Access Program serves as a key component to DCR’s mission to provide a high level of access to our
state parks system for the public to enjoy and benefit from,” said DCR Commissioner Leo Roy. “The Baker-Polito
Administration recognizes that it is important the public enjoys a first class parks system to encourage a healthy, active
lifestyle that is vital to the growth, development, and wellbeing of us all.”

Available summer programs, including kayaking, canoeing, cycling, hiking, horseback riding, rowing, and sailing will be
made more open and accessible for individuals with disabilities. Additionally, in the winter months, DCR’s Universal
Access Program offers several opportunities for people with disabilities to partake in snowshoeing, cross-country skiing,
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kick-sledding, snowmobiling and ice skating.

“In its 21  year, DCR’s Universal Access Program has made major strides by assisting people in their efforts to enjoy
the 450,000 acres of parks, forests, beaches, and facilities maintained by the agency by offering some of the most
innovative and groundbreaking programs,” said Universal Access Program Director Tom McCarthy. “The
Adaptive Recreation Fair serves as an excellent opportunity for people with disabilities to get outside, socialize, and
view the many demonstrations of accessible equipment that is offered and available to them.”

Since taking office, the Baker-Polito Administration has increased access to the state’s park system for people of all
abilities to enjoy. This past year, several wading pools and spraydecks were designed and constructed with zero depth
entry to provide better access. Additionally, many trails and paths throughout the state are now being constructed with
harder, flatter surfaces to enable a larger variety of users the opportunity to explore the state’s parks.

“There are so many opportunities available to people with disabilities through our partnership with the Universal Access
Program,” said Karen Foster, Executive Director, All Out Adventures. “The Adaptive Recreation Fair is an
event that we look forward to each year for the opportunity to introduce people with disabilities to the wide variety of
adaptive cycles available. We find it to be very satisfying when an individual who did not previously think they could ride
a bike finds a cycle that is the right fit for them, and they are able to take off to ride around the park.”

For more details, to register, or to request an ASL Interpreter for the Adaptive Recreation Fair, call Laila Soleimani at
413-545-5759 or email laila.soleimani@state.ma.us. For more information on DCR’s Universal Access Program,
visitwww.mass.gov/dcr/universal-access or call Rachael Lee at 413-545-5745.

 

###

The Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), an agency of the Executive Office of Energy
and Environmental Affairs, oversees 450,000 acres of parks and forests, beaches, bike trails, watersheds, dams, and
parkways. Led by Commissioner Leo Roy, the agency’s mission is to protect, promote, and enhance our common wealth
of natural, cultural, and recreational resources. To learn more about DCR, our facilities, and our programs, please
visitwww.mass.gov/dcr. Contact us at mass.parks@state.ma.us.

Follow DCR on Twitter............................................... www.twitter.com/MassDCR

Follow DCR on Instagram.......................................... www.instagram.com/MassDCR

View videos on YouTube........................................... www.youtube.com/MassEEA

View downloadable photographs on Flickr                   www.flickr.com/photos/masseea/sets/

Visit the Energy Smarts blog..................................... www.mass.gov/blog/energy

Visit The Great Outdoors blog.................................... www.mass.gov/blog/environment

Visit our website........................................................ www.mass.gov/dcr
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