
HYDE PARK – Saturday, May 28, 2016 – Commemorating the historic significance of the Department of
Conservation and Recreation’s (DCR) Camp Meigs, today, the Baker-Polito Administration unveiled improvements at the
training site for the 54  Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Regiment, one of the first official African American Military
units to serve the North during the American Civil War. While thousands of Union soldiers mustered and trained at Camp
Meigs, the African American soldiers of the 54 , along with the 55  Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Regiment, and
the 5  Cavalry Regiment made history through their service, sacrifice and dedication to achieving equality on all fronts.

“As we pay respect to those we lost while serving this great nation this Memorial Day Weekend, I cannot think of a
better time to unveil the historical improvements made to DCR’s Camp Meigs,” said Governor Charlie Baker. “The
54  and 55 Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Regiments, and the 5  Cavalry Regiment are not only an important part
of Massachusetts history, but of the country’s, and because of their service we are a better people.”

The historical improvements made at DCR’s Camp Meigs, included the design, fabrication, and installation of interpretive
panels that will inform visitors of the history of Camp Meigs, the African American Regiments, their battles,
accomplishments, and their service. While the field already features a marker and a concrete cannon signifying the
importance of the camp, the new interpretive panels will truly inform neighbors and  recreational visitors of the proud
history and significance of the site.

“I am truly humbled of the courageous sacrifice these brave men gave to this state and to this country in fighting for the
freedom of all men and women, regardless of race,” said Lieutenant Governor Karyn Polito. “The improvements
made at DCR’s Camp Meigs will equally educate and inspire the next generation of kids.”

“While Memorial Day has come to be known recently as the unofficial start of summer, I can think of no better way to
commemorate the true meaning of the holiday than by honoring the history of the Massachusetts 54  and
55  Regiments, and the 5  Cavalry,” said Energy and Environmental Affairs Secretary Matthew
Beaton. “The courage and valor these men displayed showed a divided country that our nation’s liberty and justice
were truly for all. ”  

Saturday’s event featured a Civil War re-enactment group representing the 54  Regiment, who raised the flag of the
United States of America, followed by a moment of silence for all those lost in service to this great country, and the
unveiling of the special interpretive panels and a metal sculpture. Additionally, the re-enactment group performed a
“Dress and Drill” event and interacted with visitors in their temporary encampment following the unveiling of the
interpretive panels.

“By recognizing the importance and historic value of DCR’s Camp Meigs, the Baker-Polito Administration has capitalized
on an excellent opportunity to combine interpretive and educational resources with an already very active recreational
landscape,” said DCR Commissioner Leo Roy. “We hope that everyone who enjoys Camp Meigs for the park it
has become, will join us as stewards of the history it contains.”

Heritage Guild, Inc., a Boston based non-profit organization of African American women, worked with the DCR to
develop the interpretive installation at Camp Meigs, which cost approximately $105,000 and created eight historical
panels. An introductory panel notes that Camp Meigs Memorial Park was saved from development and made a memorial
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park in 1903.

“The Heritage Guild is committed to raising public awareness of the historic sites associated with Boston’s remarkable
African American community and their contributions to our national heritage,” stated Heritage Guild President
Adelaide Cromwell. “Camp Meigs is a reminder of the part played by African American citizens and soldiers - men
and women - in establishing and maintaining a society of equality and freedom for all.”

To learn more about DCR’s Camp Meigs, the Baker-Polito Administration invites the public to the field at anytime from
dawn to dusk, where the interpretive panels will be on permanent display.

 

###

The Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), an agency of the Executive Office of Energy
and Environmental Affairs, oversees 450,000 acres of parks and forests, beaches, bike trails, watersheds, dams, and
parkways. Led by Commissioner Leo Roy, the agency’s mission is to protect, promote, and enhance our common wealth
of natural, cultural, and recreational resources. To learn more about DCR, our facilities, and our programs, please
visitwww.mass.gov/dcr. Contact us at mass.parks@state.ma.us.

Follow DCR on Twitter............................................... www.twitter.com/MassDCR

Follow DCR on Instagram.......................................... www.instagram.com/MassDCR

View videos on YouTube........................................... www.youtube.com/MassEEA

View downloadable photographs on Flickr                   www.flickr.com/photos/masseea/sets/

Visit the Energy Smarts blog..................................... www.mass.gov/blog/energy

Visit The Great Outdoors blog.................................... www.mass.gov/blog/environment

Visit our website........................................................ www.mass.gov/dcr
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