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Minutes of the Special Meeting 
of the Massachusetts Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 

Monday, April 25, 2016 
5:00 p.m. – 7:10 p.m. 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
75 Pleasant Street, Malden, MA 

 
Members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education Present:  
Paul Sagan, Chair, Cambridge 
James Morton, Vice-Chair, Boston 
Katherine Craven, Brookline  
Ed Doherty, Boston  
Margaret McKenna, Boston  
Michael Moriarty, Holyoke 
James Peyser, Secretary of Education (by Tom Moreau, Designee)  
Mary Ann Stewart, Lexington 
Donald Willyard, Chair, Student Advisory Council, Revere  
 
Mitchell D. Chester, Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education, Secretary to the 
Board  
 
Members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education Absent:  
Roland Fryer, Cambridge 
Pendred Noyce, Boston  
 
Chair Sagan called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. and welcomed members of the Board and 
public. 
 
Commissioner Chester welcomed the Board and members of the panel. He said social and 
emotional learning is a topic of high interest in schools across the Commonwealth and 
nationally. He introduced Rachelle Engler Bennett, Director of the Department’s Office of 
Learning Supports and Early Learning, and panel members:  

• Audrey Jackson, 5th grade teacher, Joseph P. Manning School; 2016 Massachusetts 
Teacher of the Year  

• Dana Brown, Principal, Malden High School 
• Meg Mayo Brown, Superintendent, Fall River Public Schools  
• Chad d’Entremont, Ph.D., Executive Director, Rennie Center  
• Linda Dusenbury, Ph.D., Research Consultant, CASEL 
• Ronald F. Ferguson, Ph.D., Professor and Achievement Gap Initiative Co-Chair and 

Director, Harvard University; Co-Founder, Tripod  
• Sara Bartolino Krachman, Co-Founder and Executive Director, Transforming Education  

 
Ms. Engler Bennett said the discussion would have two parts: the first to discuss policy and 
research and the second to share examples of practice in Massachusetts schools. 
 
Chad d’Entremont discussed the Rennie Center’s recent policy brief on social and emotional 
learning (SEL). He said there is often a false dichotomy between the development of the whole 
child and education reform and rigor. He said focusing on SEL and health needs improves 
academic rigor. Mr. d’Entremont said many schools are struggling to address diversity and a 
large achievement gap. He said the Rennie Center’s policy report highlighted the need for 
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training, support, and integration for SEL. He stressed that SEL should not be an add-on 
initiative, but rather a cohesive approach embedded in a new vision for schooling and learning.  

 
Linda Dusenbury presented on CASEL’s definition of social and emotional learning. She said 
SEL is a process of acquiring and applying the knowledge, skills, and attitudes related to five 
core competencies. Ms. Dusenbury outlined the five core competencies of SEL. She summarized 
national research showing that teachers believe SEL benefits students in school, work, and life.  
 
Ronald Ferguson discussed teaching and the development of agency. He said tested outcomes 
(reading, math, reasoning skills, and academic knowledge) and agency-related factors (growth 
mindset, conscientiousness, future orientation, social emotional skills) lead to success in school 
and life. He said the focus should be on the characteristics of good teaching that enhance social-
emotional learning, and reviewed Tripod’s 7Cs of effective teaching. He said he is skeptical 
about using students’ descriptions of their dispositions; he advocates asking students what they 
are learning. 
 
Sara Bartolino Krachman presented on the results of a longitudinal analysis of Massachusetts 
showing that eighth-graders’ social-emotional skills predict on-time graduation rates. She 
reviewed the accountability system for the California CORE school district, which incorporates 
measures of social-emotional learning, culture, and climate. Ms. Krachman also reviewed field 
test results showing the correlation of student self-reports with academic and behavioral 
outcomes. She said SEL helps identify students who are in need of supports. In response to Chair 
Sagan’s question, Ms. Krachman said some levers show better results, such as growth mindset at 
the high school level and self-monitoring at the middle school level.   
 
In response to Mr. Moriarty’s question, Ms. Dusenbury said she recommends using a common 
definition of SEL within a school system. She said CASEL uses lesson-based programs, teaching 
practices, curriculum integration, and policies set at the district and school level. Dr. Ferguson 
said agency means the capacity and propensity to take purposeful action, and promoting it with 
students means teaching teachers when and how to clear up confusion, challenge students to 
persist, and resist coddling. Dr. d’Entremont said SEL must be embedded into the school culture, 
teaching, and learning. He provided an example of a classroom with a small group design 
comprised of a peer-led group, an independent learner group, and one group working with the 
teacher, with all students learning English language arts (ELA) while building skills. Ms. 
McKenna said we cannot assume everyone agrees that SEL is a key component to a child’s 
success; some believe we should focus only on core academic subjects, despite the research that 
shows SEL enhances academic outcomes. Ms. Craven asked for advice on how the Board should 
address SEL. Dr. Ferguson said the Board should support schools’ and districts’ use of different 
models and approaches, but study them to determine success and challenges.  
 
The Board took a short break.  
 
Commissioner Chester welcomed the next panel of practitioners. He said schools in Fall River 
are much improved because of the leadership of Meg Mayo Brown. He noted the diversity of 
Malden High School and students’ success under the leadership of Dana Brown. He said Audrey 
Jackson has done a remarkable job participating in the rulemaking for the Every Student 
Succeeds Act, in addition to her classroom duties and role as Teacher of the Year.  
 
Fall River Superintendent Meg Mayo Brown said Fall River was one of the seven wraparound 
zone districts through the state’s Race to the Top grant. She said the Fall River wellness initiative 
focuses on coordinated wraparound services, positive child and youth development, positive 
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school and classroom culture, and home-school connections. She said by embedding it within the 
district’s accelerated improvement plan, the district was able to build a system to support SEL. 
Ms. Mayo Brown said according to an evaluation of the wraparound zone (WAZ)  project, 
students attending WAZ schools gained 5.8 percentage points in ELA and 7.9 points on  
mathematics state assessments, and turnaround schools exited their status at higher rates. She 
said partnerships with the Department of ESE, social services agencies, higher education, and 
others are necessary to support the SEL needs of students.  
 
Malden High School Principal Dana Brown commended the Board and Department for making 
SEL a focus. Mr. Brown said his district recast its budget to add licensed social workers and 
adjustment counselors to each high school “house.” He said the school leadership built teachers’ 
skills by providing training and working with community partners on trauma, triggers, and 
health.  
 
Massachusetts Teacher of the Year Audrey Jackson said SEL policies must incentivize rather 
than be compliance driven. She said the Joseph Manning School in Boston, where she teaches, is 
a K-5 school with 150 students. The school uses an inclusion model. She provided examples of 
her students’ behaviors and challenges and ways in which she has addressed them. In response to 
Ms. Craven’s question, Ms. Jackson recommended there be a cohort of schools with a 
performance network to build skills and tools around SEL. Mr. Brown said educator training  
should be strengthened and the Board of Higher Education should also make this a focus, along 
with other agencies and organizations. In response to a question regarding trauma, Ms. Jackson 
said trauma is one facet of a larger framework for SEL. Dr. Ferguson said trauma is a special 
need and calls for a multi-strand approach, including institutes to teach teachers to do the sorts of 
things that Ms. Jackson does in her classroom. He added that SEL, cultural competence, and 
orderly classrooms are some of the key components of successful schools, noting that effective 
classroom management (captivate, clarify, challenge) is the strongest predictor of year-to-year 
learning gains.  
 
Chair Sagan thanked the panel and the Commissioner for tonight’s presentation. He thanked 
Mary Ann Stewart and Margaret McKenna for focusing the Board on this work. Commissioner 
Chester said he is restructuring the Department to be more deliberate in this area. He thanked the 
Board and the presenters for an excellent discussion. 
 
On a motion duly made and seconded:  

 
VOTED:  that the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education adjourn the meeting 

at 7:10 p.m., subject to the call of the Chair.  
 
The vote was unanimous.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Mitchell D. Chester 
Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education 

and Secretary to the Board 


