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Draft of Letter from Alexander Parris to John Anderson 

 

 

[written in Alexander Parris’s hand] 

 

       Boston     July 3 1840 

 

Sir 

 

 I had the honor of duly receiving your letter of the 29
th

 ult[imo] in which you 

mention a conversation [crossed out: you] had with me, relating to the Monument to be 

erected on York-Ledge in which you say “I observed that if the crew of the cutter Morris 

could be there to assist in setting up the work it might be done for considerable less than 

my offer.”  When I had this conversation with you, I didnot intend to be understood that I 

would undertake the work for any specified sum [crossed out: and] with a guarntee of its 

performance and to have the assistance mentioned above, but that the work might be 

performed in that way for considerable less sum than I had estimated, by contracting 

seperately for the Iron work, complete, for setting up, and the goverment employing some 

suitable person to superintend, with the assistance of the cutters crew – in that case the 

goverment would take the risk of cutting, which I [crossed out: think] consider very 

great. When I made the offer to complete the Beacon agreab[le] to the Plan furnished by 

me I calculated $9,500 to cover charges and now am willing to contract for that sum 

deducting the 294 Dollars which I have aready received or to make it even say for 9,200 

Dollars [crossed out: saying nothing about the] saying nothing about the assistance of the 

“cutters crew.” 

 

 I wrote you on the 13
th

 ult[imo] relating to the Model for the Beacon which I 

found I could [crossed out: get] have [crossed out: one] done for about 40 Doll[ars]. 

[Crossed out: Should I contract for the work I shall assuredly have one made.  Mr. Bryant 

will leave here Friday morning and take the Plans of Saddleback Light-house you 

mention to you which]  
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The Plans of the Light House latly erected on Saddleback-Ledge are in my office and Mr. 

Bryant will leave here on Friday next and take them to you. 

 

       With Respect 

 

       I am sir your Ob[edient] Ser[van]t 

 

 

Hon. John Anderson 



Collector of the Customs 

Portland 

 

 

[written along left edge] 

Copy of Letter to 

J. Anderson Esq. 

 

[written in another hand] 

York Ledge 

Feb. 1840 

 


