
SENATE No. 6
To accompany the petition of Junius T. Auerbach that the privi-

lege of publication by newspapers be enlarged. Joint Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Niue Hundred and Fourteen

AN ACT
To enlarge the Privilege of Publications by News-

papers.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. A fair and accurate report published
2 in any newspaper of the proceedings of a public
3 meeting, or (except where neither the public nor
4 any newspaper reporter is admitted) of any meet-
-5 ing of a vestry, board of aldermen, board of select-
-6 men, city or town council, school board, or any board
7 or local authority formed or constituted under the
8 provisions of any act of the legislature, or of any
9 committee appointed by any of the above-mentioned

10 bodies, or of any meeting of any commission or com-
-11 missioners authorized by law, committees of either
12 house of the legislature or the governor’s council,
13 assembled for administrative or deliberative pur-
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14 poses, and the publication at the request of any
15 office of the state government or department, officer
16 of state, police commissioner, chief of police, of any
17 notice or report issued by them for the information
18 of the public, shall be privileged, unless it shall be
19 proved that such report or publication was made
20 maliciously: provided, that nothing in this section
21 shall authorize the publication of any blasphemous
22 or indecent matter: provided, also, that the protec-
-23 tion intended to be afforded by this section shall
24 not be available as a defence in any proceeding, if it
25 shall be proved that the defendant has been re-
-26 quested to insert in the newspaper in which the re-
-27 port or other publication complained of appeared a
28 reasonable letter or statement by way of contra-
-29 diction or explanation of such report or other pub-
-30 lication, and has refused or neglected to insert the
31 same: provided, further, that nothing in this section
32 shall be deemed or construed to limit or abridge any
33 privilege now by law existing, or to protect the pub-
-34 lication of any matter not of public concern, and the
35 publication of which is not for the public benefit.
36 For the purposes of this section “ public meet-
-37 ing ’ ’ shall mean any meeting bona fide and lawfully
38 held for a lawful purpose and for conference and
39 discussion of any matter of public concern, whether
40 the admission thereto be general or restricted.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage, and all acts and parts of acts inconsistent
3 herewith are hereby repealed.


