
SENATE No. 94
To accompany the petition of Susan E. Stevens and others that a

commission be appointed to investigate certain public and private
institutions. Social Welfare.

AN ACT
Relative to the Inspection of Certain Public and Private

Institutions.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

Cl)e Commontoealtf) of 6©asoac|)Uoetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fourteen.

1 Section 1. There shall be appointed by the governor,
2 with the advice and consent of the council, a commission
3 of ten persons, of whom five shall be women, who shall
4 be chosen, so far as may be practicable, from different
5 religious bodies to inspect the public and private chari-

-6 table institutions in the commonwealth, including hos-
-7 pitals, almshouses, houses of detention, reformatory
8 institutions, convents, nunneries, asylums and seminaries
9 and schools maintained by religious bodies. The mem-

-10 hers of the said commission shall serve without compen-
-11 sation, hut shall be allowed for their travelling expenses
12 such sums as may he approved hy the governor and coun-



13 cil. The commission shall be known as the commission
14 to inspect charitable, religious and educational institu-
-15 tions.

1 Section 2. It shall be the duty of the said commis-
sion to visit annually, or oftener if the commission deems

3 it necessary, all public and private institutions in the
4 commonwealth maintained for the care of the sick or
5 the insane, for the care of the poor or destitute and all
6 charitable, religions or educational institutions main-
-7 tained in whole or in part by private contributions and
8 all public institutions, except prisons, maintained by the
9 commonwealth or by any county, city or town therein.

10 The visits of the commission shall not be announced, or
11 in any way made known beforehand, and it shall be
12 the duty of the commission to investigate the condition
13 and treatment of the inmates of the said institutions and
14 to receive any complaints which they desire to make.

1 Section 3. Any officer, agent, employee or other per-
-2 son refusing to permit the visits and investigation hereby
3 provided for, or in any way hindering or interfering with
4 the members of the commission in the discharge of their
.5 duties shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and shall
-6 be punished by imprisonment for not less than six
7 months.

2 INSTITUTIONS. [Jan. 1914


