
SENATE No. 172

To accompany the petition of William H. Bent that inquests be
required in cases of death caused by industrial accidents or by the
operation of automobiles. Joint Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fourteen.

AN ACT
Relative to Inquests in Cases of Death caused by Industrial

Accidents or through the Operation of an Automobile.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section eleven of chapter twenty-four of
2 the Revised Laws, as amended by section one of chapter
3 one hundred and nineteen of the acts of the year nineteen
4 hundred and four and by section two of chapter two hun-
-5 dred and seventy-three of the acts of the year nineteen
6 hundred and nine and by chapter four hundred and forty-
-7 three of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and twelve
8 is hereby further amended by striking out the said sec-
-9 tion and inserting in place thereof the following;

10 Section 11. The court or trial justice shall thereupon
11 hold an inquest, from which all persons not required by
12 law to be present may be excluded, and the witnesses
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13 may be kept separate, so that they cannot converse with
14 each other until they have been examined. The district
15 attorney, or any person designated by him, may attend
16 the inquest and examine the witnesses. Within sixty
17 days after any case of death by accident upon a railroad,
18 electric railroad, street railway or railroad for private
19 use, or industrial accident, or through the operation of
20 an automobile, an inquest shall be held in such case,
21 and the court or justice holding such inquest shall give
22 seasonable notice of the time and place thereof to the
23 board of railroad commissioners in the case of a death
24 by accident upon a railroad, electric railroad, street rail-
-25 way or railroad for private use, and to the industrial
26 accident board in the case of death by an industrial acci-
-27 dent and to the Massachusetts highway commission in
28 the case of a death by accident through the operation of
29 an automobile. The attorney-general or the district at-
-30 torney may direct an inquest to be held in the case of
31 death by any casualty.

1 Section 2. Section fourteen of chapter twenty-four,
2 as amended by chapter four hundred and ninety-six of
3 the acts of the year nineteen hundred and twelve, is
4 hereby amended by striking out said section and insert-
5 ing in place thereof the following; Section Uh If a
6 magistrate has reason to believe that an inquest to be
7 held hy him relates to the death by accident of a pas-
-8 senger or employee upon a railroad or electric railroad
9 or a traveller upon a public or private way at a railroad

10 crossing, or to a death by accident connected with the
11 operation of a street railway or of a railroad for private
12 use, or by an industrial accident, or by an accident
13 through the operation of an automobile, he shall cause

14 a verbatim report of the evidence to be made and sworn
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15 to by the person making it, and the report and the bill
16 for services, after examination and approval in writing
17 by the magistrate, shall be forwarded to the board of
18 railroad commissioners, in the case of a death by acci-
-19 dent to a passenger or employee upon a railroad or
20 electric railroad or to a traveller upon a public or private
21 way at a railroad crossing, or a death by accident con-
-22 nected with the operation of a street railway or of a
23 railroad for private use, and to the industrial accident
24 board, in the case of a death by an industrial accident,
25 and to the Massachusetts highway commission in the
26 case of a death by accident through the operation of an
27 automobile, within thirty days after the date of the in-
-28 quest. The bill, when approved by either of the said
29 boards shall be forwarded to the state auditor and be
30 paid by the commonwealth. The magistrate may, in his
31 discretion, refuse fees to witnesses in the employ of the
32 company upon whose railroad or railway the accident
33 occurred, or to witnesses in the service of the employer

4 in industrial accidents, or to the owner or operator of
35 the automobile through the operation of which the acci
36 dent occurred.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.




