
SENATE No. 176
To accompany the petition of W. Edwin Ulmer for legislation

relative to procedure in the probate courts. Legal Affairs.

In (he Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fourteen.

AN ACT
To control Procedure in the Probate Courts.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. In all matters and cases now pending in
2 the probate courts of this commonwealth, and in all mat-
-3 ters and cases hereafter arising in said courts, no pro-
-4 ceedings thereon shall be had before the respective judges
5 thereof where the parties to said matter or case are repre-
-6 sented in said court by a person other than a practicing
7 attorney in good standing, or where the papers in said
8 case have been made out by any person other than an at-
-9 torney in good standing.

1 Section 2. All persons other than attorneys-at-law in
2 good standing, including officers, clerks and employees
3 of probate courts are hereby prohibited from advising
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4 any and all persons interested in any matter or case now
5 pending or hereafter arising in any probate court of this
6 commonwealth; and all said persons other than attor-
-7 neys-at-law in good standing are likewise prohibited from
8 drawing or giving the directions for drawing any paper
9 for use in any matter or case now pending or hereafter

10 arising therein.

1 Section 3. The penalty for each offense in section
2 two shall be a fine of fifty dollars, to be paid to the county
3 treasurer wherein said offense occurs, and said fine shall
4 be imposed upon the party either by the judge of the
5 probate court in which the offense occurs, upon the matter
6 being called to said judge’s attention by any attomey-
-7 at-law in good standing, or by complaint before any police
8 or municipal court in the jurisdiction where said probate
9 court is located.

1 Section 4. All judges of the probate courts in this
2 commonwealth shall refuse to act in any matter or case
3 wherein papers have been prepared by persons other than
4 attorneys-at-law, until parties interested have secured
5 counsel to prepare proper pleadings.

1 Section 5. This act shall not prohibit any person
2 from appearing in any probate court pro se provided he
3 proceeds on his own knowledge and information and with-
-4 out the advice and preparation of papers by persons other
5 than attorneys-at-law in good standing.

1 Section 6. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent
2 herewith are hereby repealed.

1 Section 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


