
SENATE No. 190

To accompany the petition of the United Improvement Associa-
tion for legislation relative to delinquent children. Joint Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fourteen.

AN ACT
Relative to Delinquent Children.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section eight of chapter four hundred
2 and thirteen of the acts of the year nineteen hundred
3 and six is hereby amended by inserting after the
4 word “ may ”, in the twelfth line, the following:
5 impose a fine, not exceeding ten dollars, or may sen-
-6 fence to imprisonment for a period not exceeding
7 five days in any institution where it will not be
8 brought into contact with adult criminals, or, so
9 that said section as amended shall read as fol-

-10 lows: Section 8. At the hearing of a complaint
11 against a child the court shall examine such child,
12 and any witnesses that appear, and take such testi-
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13 mony relative to the case as shall be produced. If
14 the allegations against a child are proved, it may
15 be adjudged a wayward or delinquent child, as the
16 case may be.
17 If a child is adjudged a wayward child, the court
18 nmy place it in the care of a probation officer for
19 such time and upon such conditions as may seem
20 proper, or may deal with it in the manner provided
21 by law for the disposal of the case of a neglected
22 child.
23 If a child is adjudged a delinquent child, the court
24 may impose a fine, not exceeding ten dollars, or may
25 sentence to imprisonment for a period not exceed-
-26 ing five days in any institution where it will not be
27 brought into contact with adult criminals, or place
28 the case on file, or may place the child in the care
29 of a probation officer for such time and on such con-
-30 ditions as may seem proper. If it is alleged in the
31 complaint upon which the child is so adjudged, that
32 a law of the commonwealth has been violated, the
33 court may, with the consent of the state board of
34 charity, authorize said board to take and indenture
35 such child, or place it in charge of any person; and
36 if at any time thereafter such child proves unman-
-37 ageable, to commit such child, if a boy under fifteen
38 years of age, to the Lyman school for boys, or if a
39 girl under seventeen years of age, to the state in-
-40 dustrial school for girls, until such child attains
41 the age of twenty-one years. Said board may pro-
-42 vide for the maintenance, in whole or in part, of
43 any child so indentured or placed in charge of any
44 person.
45 The court shall also have power to commit such
46 delinquent child to any institution to which it might
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47 be committed upon a conviction for such violation
48 of law, excepting a jail or house of correction; and
49 all laws applicable to a boy or girl committed upon
50 such a conviction shall apply to a delinquent child
51 committed under this section.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon it
2 passage.




