
SENATE No. 203
To accompany the petition of George H. Garfield that a hospital be

established for the treatment of nervous diseases. Public Institu-
tions.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fourteen.

AN ACT
To provide for the Establishment of a Hospital for the

Treatment of Nervous Diseases.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The governor, with the advice and
2 consent of the council, shall appoint a board of three
3 persons, one of whom shall be a member of the state
-1 board of health, another a member of the state
5 board of charity, and the third a practising physi-
-6 cian, who shall constitute a board of trustees to
7 construct, equip and maintain a hospital for the
8 treatment of nervous diseases. The hospital shall
9 be called the Massachusetts nervine hospital. The

10 said trustees shall have authority to take land and
11 buildings by right of eminent domain, or to pur-
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12 chase the same and to construct and equip the said
13 hospital or sanatorium, to appoint a superintendent
14 and to fix his compensation. The hospital shall be
15 situated in a place to be selected by said trustees.

1 Section 2. The members of the said board shall
2 hold office, one for the term of one year, one for
3 the term of two years, xme for the term of three
4 years, and thereafter all for the term of three years,
5 respectively.

1 Section 3. The said trustees shall be a corpora-
-2 tion for the same purposes for which the trustees
3 of each of the state insane hospitals are made a
4 corporation by section twenty-three of chapter
5 eighty-seven of the Revised Laws.

1 Section 4. For the purposes of this act the trus-
-2 tees may expend a sum not exceeding
3 thousand dollars. No expenditure shall be made
4 for the erection of buildings except for plans there-
-5 for, until such plans have been approved by the
6 governor and council; and no such approval shall
7 be given unless the governor and council are con-
-8 vinced that the cost of the real estate and the erec-
-9 tion of the buildings, and the equipment and fur-

-10 nishing of the same ready for occupancy will not
11 exceed dollars. The trustees shall
12 have authority to make all contracts and to employ
13 all agents necessary to carry into effect the provi-
-14 sions of this act.

1 Section 5. Said trustees shall have the same
2 powers, anil shall be required to perform the same
3 duties in the management and control of said sana-
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■t torium which are vested in, and required of, the
5 trustees of the various state hospitals, under au-
-6 thority of chapter eighty-seven of the Revised Laws.

1 Section 6. The trustees shall receive no compen-
-2 sation for their services, but they shall be reim-
-3 bursed from the treasury of the commonwealth for
4 all expenses actually incurred by them in the per-
-5 formance of their official duties.

1 Section 7. The trustees may appoint the physi-
-2 cians, assistants and employees necessary for the
3 proper administration of the affairs of said sana-
-4 torium, and may incur all expenses necessary for
5 the maintenance of the same.

1 Section 8. The charges for the support of each
2 inmate in a state sanatorium shall be four dollars
3 a week, and shall be paid quarterly. Such charges
4 for those not having known settlements in the com-
-5 monwealth shall be paid by the commonwealth, and
6 may afterward be recovered by the treasurer and
7 receiver general of the patients, if they are able to
8 pay, or of any person or kindred bound by law to
9 maintain them, or of the place of their settlement

10 subsequently ascertained; but for those having
11 known settlements in this commonwealth, the
12 charges shall be paid either by the persons bound
13 to pay them, or by the place in which such inmates
14 had their settlement, unless security to the satis
15 faction of the trustees is given for their support.
16 If any person refuses or neglects to pay such
17 charges the treasurer and receiver general may

18 recover the same to the use of the sanatorium, a
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19 provided in section seventy-nine of chapter eighty-
-20 seven of the Revised Laws. A city or town which
21 pays the charges for the support of an inmate of a

22 state sanatorium shall have like rights and reme-
-23 dies to recover the amount thereof, with interest
24 and costs, from the place of his settlement or from
25 such person of sufficient ability, or from any person
26 bound by law to maintain him, as if such charges
27 had been incurred in the ordinary support of such
28 inmate.

1 Section 9. There shall be a thorough visitation
2 of said sanatorium by at least two of the trustees
3 thereof monthly, and at, or immediately after each
4 visitation a written report of the state of the insti-
-5 tution shall be drawn up, which shall be presented
6 at the annual meeting to be held between the first
7 day of October and the first day of November. At
8 the annual meeting the trustees shall make a de-
-9 tailed report in the manner required of the trustees

10 of the state insane hospitals, and shall audit the
11 report of the treasurer, which shall be presented at
12 said annual meeting, and shall transmit it with their
13 annual report to the governor and council.

1 Section 10. The accounts and books of the treas-
-2 urer shall at all times be open to the inspection of

the trustees.


