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Senate, April 6, 1914.

The committee on Social Welfare, to whom was referred
the report of the special commission appointed, under chap-
ter 117 of the Resolves of 1913, to investigate the subject
of drunkenness and the best means of correcting or control-
ling that evil (House, Ho. 2053) (accompanied by bills.
House, Hos. 2034 to 2059, inclusive), reports, in part, the
accompanying bill.

For the committee

WM. A. L. BAZELET

C&c Commontoealtf) of 6©assacfnisettsi.



DIPSOMANIACS, ETC. [Apr,)

AN ACT
Relative to the Commitment of Dipsomaniacs, Inebriates,

or Persons addicted to the Intemperate Use of Narcotics
and Stimulants.

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

1 Section 1. Section fifty of chapter five hundred and
four of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and nine

3 is hereby amended by inserting after the word “twenty-
-4 nine ”, in the second line, the following: —■ and the
5 justices of the municipal court of the city of Boston,—
6 so that the section shall read as follows: Section 50.
7 Any of the judges named in section twenty-nine and the
8 justices of the municipal court of the city of Boston may
9 commit to the Norfolk state hospital, the McLean hos-

-10 pital, or to a private licensed hospital or house, any
11 male, or to any hospital or licensed receptacle for the
12 insane, public or private, except the Foxborough state
13 hospital, any female, who is subject to dipsomania or
14 inebriety7

, either in public or private, or who is so ad-
-15 dieted to the intemperate use of narcotics or stimulants
16 as to have lost the power of self control; but no such
17 commitment shall be made until satisfactory 7 evidence
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18 is presented to the judge by whom the proceedings for
19 commitment are heard that such person is not of bad
20 repute or of had character apart from such habits of in-
-21 temperance. The magistrate who receives the applica-
-22 tiou for such commitment shall examine on oath the
23 applicant and all other witnesses, shall reduce the appli-
-24 cation to writing and cause it to be subscribed and sworn
25 to by the applicant. He shall cause a summons and
26 copy of the application to be served upon such person
27 in the manner provided by section twenty-five of chapter
28 two hundred and seventeen of the Revised Laws. Such
29 person shall be entitled to a hearing, unless after receiv-
-30 ing said summons he shall in writing waive a hearing;
31 and in that case the magistrate may issue an order for
32 his immediate commitment to said hospital without such
33 hearing if ho is of the opinion that such person is a
34 proper subject for its treatment and custody. The com-
-35 mitment may be made forthwith, if the examining

36 physician certifies the case to be one of emergency.' A
37 person committed as aforesaid may be detained for two
38 years from the date of his commitment and no longer.

1 Sectiox 2. This act shall take effect upon its passag




