
SENATE No. 577

Boston Transit Commission 15 Beacon Street,
Boston, May 19, 1914

To the Senate and House of Eepresentath
Chapter 810, Acts of 1915, a copy of which is appended

hereto, provides in section one, as follow

The Boston transit commission, hereinafter called the commission,
is hereby authorized and directed to investigate and report to the
next general court whether or not, in view of the traffic to be served
and the additional expense involved, it is desirable to alter the
route of the Boylston street subway, as defined in chapter seven

mndred and forty-one of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
leven, by abandoning the construction of that part of the Boylston
treet subway between Boylston street and Park street, in the city

of Boston, and in place thereof extending said subway through
Boylston street to Washington street, and from Washington street
by some route to Post Office square, providing for an exchange of
traffic with the Tremont street subway at or near the corner of
Tremont and Boylston streets, with the Washington street tunnel
at or near the corner of Boylston street and Washington street, an

with the Dorchester tunnel at some convenient point. In case
commission is of the opinion that it is desirable to alter the route
if the Boylston street subway, it is requested to state in its report

the precise route which it would recommend and the additional ex-
pense involved, and to submit with its report a draft of a bill em-
bodying such legislation as may be necessary to carry out its
recommendations. The cost of the above investigation and report

ball be deemed a part of the cost of the Boylston street: subwav

Prior to the passage of this act, an order was passed bv
the Senate, April 18, 1913, requesting the Transit Commis-
sion to report to the Senate as to the probable cost of extend-
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ing the so-called Boylston street subway to Post Office square,
and asking it to give its opinion as to the precise route to be
followed in case such extension should be made, and as to
whether it considered it desirable to adopt such a route.

In accordance with this request, the Transit Commission
submitted to the Senate, under date of May 9, 1913, a re
port covering this subject, discussing several alternativ
routes, their advantages and disadvantages, and giving its
ipinion on the questions referred to. This order of the Sem-
ite, and the report of the Transit Commission in accordance
herewith, are also appended hereto. 1

In regard now to the report asked for by section 1, chap-
ter 810, the Transit Commission begs leave to make the fol-
lowing repoi’t

During the past year, as provided in said chapter 810, the
Commission has completed plans and awarded contracts for
the completion of the Boylston street subway to a temporary
connection with the present subway at a point near Park
square. The subway will be completed to this point within
a few months from this date, and it is expected that it will
be open to operation in the fall.

As provided in section 4 of chapter 810, Acts of 1913, the
Commission under date of Sept. 29, 1913, made the proper
modifications in the contract for the use of the Boylston

street subway rendered necessary by connecting it tempo-
rarily with the present Tremont street subway.

Chapter 741, Acts of 1911, authorizing the construction
of the Dorchester tunnel, gives this Commission authority
to enlarge the present Park street station of the Tremont
street subway. As this subway is operated under lease, it
was, of course, necessary to secure the approval of the Bos-
ton Elevated Railway Company before such enlargement
could be made. This approval has recently been secured.
The Commission is now preparing plans for this enlarge-
ment and it is its purpose to enter upon the work of con-
struction at the earliest practicable date.

In the opinion of the Commission, it is in itself desirable
that passengers using the Boylston street subway should be
able to reach some point near the center of the business dis-

ite Journal, 1913, p. 1093. For Report, sea Senate Document, No,1 For order
34 of 1913.



SENATE —No. 577.1914.] 3

trict, like Post Office square, and also the South Station,
without changing cars. It is the unanimous opinion of the
Commission, however, that it would not be desirable for such
a point to be made the only terminus of the Boylston street
subway. That is to say, it would not be desirable that all of
the cars _going from the west in that subway should run to

mth Station and nowhere else,
run to these points, but others

he count of traffic referred to in
Commission last year, showed

2,'ers who expressed their opinion

Post Office square or the Si
Some of these cars might he
should run to Park street. T
the report submitted by the
that a majority of the passenj
preferred Post Office square but almost as large a number
were in favor of Park street. The Commission believes,
therefore, that, if chapter 741 of the Acts of 1911, which pro-
vides for making the only terminal of the Boylston street
subway at Park street, is to he amended, it should only be
amended in such a way as would permit the subway to be

run to Park street and others
:. Hie provision of such a

forked so that some cars might
to some terminus farther eas
double terminus is not only des arable from the point of view

m but also because it would
ion of streets. This last ad-

of convenience of transportath
assist in relieving the congest
vantage is particularly desirab in Boston where the streets
and sidewalks in the business district are so narrow and con

gested. Any transportation improvement which will take
large numbers of people as near as possible to the precise
point which they wish to reach will by so much relieve the
sidewalk traffic.

While such an arrangement would be in itself desirable
the cost of an extension of the tunnel to Post Office square
would be large, and in view of the fact that by going to Park
street and transferring to the Dorchester tunnel, passengers
will be able to reach Dewey square and the corner of Sum-
mer and Chauncy streets, and that by making still other
transfers they can reach any point on the lines of the Wash-
ington street tunnel or the East Boston tunnel, it is ques-
tionable whether under all the circumstances the additional
expense of building another tunnel to Post Office square
would he justified at the present time.
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The business section of Boston covers a comparatively
small area, and within this area there is apparently already
provided a greater mileage of subway and elevated lines than
in any equal area in any American or foreign city, with the
possible exception of London and New York. The area of
the peninsula of Boston, bounded by the Charles river, the
harbor, Fort Point channel, Dover and Berkeley streets, is"
only about 1.80 square miles. Within this area there are
already in operation, or under construction, about 9.05 miles
of subway and elevated lines, with about 19.7 miles of single
track. If the area were square, this mileage would provide
for double track rapid transit lines crossing it in each direc-
tion at intervals only about 1,800 feet apart. Taking the
actual shape of the area, there is no part of the business dis-
trict east of Beacon Hill, which is more than about 1,100
feet distant from some rapid transit line. The distance from
the Washington street tunnel, a through line north and
south, to Atlantic avenue at the head of docks along the har-
bor on the east is about 2,000 feet. There are three north
and south rapid transit lines through this district, namely,
the Tremont street subway, the Washington street tunnel and
he Atlantic avenue elevated line, and the distance between
adjacent lines is nowhere more than about 2,200 feet; and
there are two rapid transit lines east and west through the
district, namely, the East Boston tunnel and the Dorchester
tunnel and these are nowhere more than about 2,800 feet
apart.

It is thus evident that the business section of Boston is
already well provided with underground and overhead rapid
transit lines; and by transfers it is possible to reach any
point on any one of these lines, going in the same general
direction, for a single fare.

These figures will perhaps illustrate the character of the
facilities which have already been provided, and will show
the need of exercising great caution before advising the con-
struction of another underground line in this limited district
at the present time.

The Commission, therefore, feels that at the present time
the permanent termini of the Boylston street subway should
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not be fixed. The requirements of urban transit must be
determined largely from experience. It is expected that the
extension of the East Boston tunnel, which will largely in-
crease the capacity of that tunnel, will be completed some
time in 1915. It is also expected that the Dorchester tun-
nel will be completed to the South Station, and it is hoped
that it will be put into operation to that point some time in
the same year. When the Dorchester tunnel is in opera-
tion to the South Station, passengers from all points of the
city will be able to reach that station with convenience and
dispatch, and access to the financial district will also be
facilitated.

In the meantime, as above stated, the Commission will
be proceeding with the enlargement of the present Park
street station. This enlargement will be so designed that
it will be consistent, so far as practicable, either with mak-
ing Park street the single terminus of the Boylston street
subway, as at present required by chapter 741 of the Acts
of 1911. or with making it only one of two termini.

The Commission, therefore, recommends that, at the pres-
ent time, no further action be taken with reference to the
deteiunination of a permanent terminus or termini for the
Bovlston street subway.

Respectfully submitted

Chairman
GEORGE F. SWAIN

THE BOSTON TRANSIT COMMISSION,




