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To the Honorable Senate and House of Kepresentati

In compliance with the provisions of chapter 492 of the
Acts of the year 1910, I have the honor to present the fol
lowing part of the eighth annual report on the state free
■mployment offices, covering the year ending Nov. 30, 1914
embodying a recommendation for legislative action, and ac-
companied by the draft of a bill covering the legislation
recommended.

Respectfully submitted,

CHARLES F. GETTEMY,
Director, Bureau of Statisti

Ct)c Commontoealtj) of Q^assadjusetts.
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I desire in closing to renew the following suggestions made
in my last report relative to the desirability of a transfer of
the jurisdiction over the State free employment offices from
the Bureau of Statistics to some other State.department:

are undoubtedly susceptible of
fields of social welfare, such as

The functions of these offices
legitimate expansion in numerous
the organization of special bure
persons handicapped in the strug

aus or departments for assisting
gle for a livelihood either through

infirmities or old age, for affording youth of both sexes special
knowledge concerning suitable fields of employment, for the dis-
tributing of newly arrived immigrants, and for securing more com-
prehensive data than is at present feasible as a. basis for suggestive
studies of the great problems of unemployment. But if it be desired
to extend in this manner the field of usefulness of the Free Employ-
ment Offices, and to add to their number so that in time they shall
be generally established throughout the Commonwealth, more ade-
quate provision should be made for properly correlating their
several activities and they should have the benefit of supervision by
a competent person giving his entire time to the numerous problems
which their maintenance and administration may suggest.

I respectfully submit, therefore, that careful consideration be
given by the Legislature to the question as to whether the present
form of administration should be continued, and the Director of
the bureau of Statistics, in addition to his increasing statutory
duties in other directions, be required to further develop the free
employment office system ; or whether this jurisdiction may not be
transferred, to the advantage of the service under the circumstances,
and as has been suggested in recent proposed legislation, to an ad-
ministrative board whose field of operation seems more closely and
logically allied to the problems involved than is a department whose
functions are primarily statistical.

The most natural department to be given jurisdiction over
the free employment offices would now seem to be the State
Board of Labor and Industries, and I therefore respectfully
submit that such a transfer of jurisdiction be made and am
submitting a bill for this purpose.

EXTRACT FROM ANNUAL REPORT OX THE
STATE FREE EMPLOYMENT OFFICES.
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AN ACT
To provide for the Establishment and Maintenance of Eree!C

Public Employment Offices under the Direction of the
State Board of Labor and Industries.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representativet

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. There shall be established and maintained
2 under the care and direction of the state board of labor
3 and industries, in such municipalities as may be selected
4 after proper investigation by said board, public employ-
-5 ment offices for the purpose of bringing together those
6 who seek employment and those who desire to employ,
7 and in rendering such service preference shall be given,
8 as far as practicable, to residents of the commonwealth.
9 The location of each office established under the provi-

-10 sions of this act shall be plainly indicated by a proper
11 sign or signs and the furniture and fixtures of the office
12 shall be provided by the sergeant-at-arms in the manner
13 and under the restrictions specified in section four of
14 chapter ten of the Eevised Laws for buildings or parts
15 of buildings leased to the commonwealth. Said board
16 shall have power to make all regulations not in conflict

s

Cl!)c Commontucaltf) of Massachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifteen.
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17 with this act which it may deem necesary for the proper
18 conduct of the business of such offices, and shall make
19 an annual report covering their work, which shall he
20 printed as a public document.

1 Section 2. Said board shall appoint for each office
2 established under the provisions of the preceding section

superintendent, and if deemed necessary an assistant
4 superintendent, together with such clerks and other em-
-5 ployees as may be required for the proper conduct of the
6 business of said office

1 Section 3. No fees, direct or indirect, shall in any

2 case be taken from those seeking the benefits of said em-
ployment offices. Any superintendent or clerk whe

4 directly or indirectly charges or receives any fees in the
5 performance of his duties shall be punished by a fine of

6 not more than pne hundred dollars or by imprisonment
7 in jail for a term not exceeding thirty days, and shall be
8 disqualified from holding further connection with said
9 office.

1 Section 4. There shall be allowed and paid out of the
2 treasury of the commonwealth for services and contingent

3 expenses in carrying out the provisions of this act such
4 sum as the general court may deem necessary and shall

annually appropriate therefor.

1 Section 5. Sections one to nine, inclusive, of chapter
2 five hundred and fourteen of the acts of the year nine-
-3 teen hundred and nine and all acts amendatory thereof,
4 and such portions of chapter three hundred and seventy-
-5 one of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and nine as

6 relate to the establishment and maintenance of free em-
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jurisdiction of the bureau of
of the director of said bureau

7 ployment offices under the
8 statistics and to the duties
9 in connection therewith are hereby repealed, and the sev-

ofiices already established by
with law and in existence at

10 eral state free employment
11 said director in accordance
12 the time of the passage of
13 the jurisdiction of the state
14 which shall give preferenc

this act shall be transfered to
board of labor and industries,

in the organization of said
13 offices to the various persons employed in administering
16 the same at the time of the passage of this act, but noth-
-17 ing in this act shall be construed as preventing the board
18 of labor and industries from discontinuing any office
19 whenever, in its judgment, the public interest may so
20 require.

1 Section 6. This act shall take effect, and the state
2 free employment offices already in existence shall be trans-

B ferred from the jurisdiction of the director of the bureau

4 of statistics to the state board of labor and industries
5 thirty days after its passage, and the appropriation made
6 for the fiscal year ending November thirty, nineteen
7 hundred and fifteen, for the establishment and mainte-
-8 nance of free employment offices by the director of the
9 bureau of statistics shall be applied to the purposes of this

10 act upon its taking effect.




