
HOUSE No. 18

Office of the Chief of the District Police
State House, Boston, Jan. 4, 1915.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.
In compliance with the provisions of chapter 453, Acts of

1910, I have the honor to hand you herewith a copy of my
recommendations for legislative action, together with drafts
of five hills embodying the legislation recommended, as fol-
lows :

1. Relative to the inspection of steam boiler:
2. To provide for the appointment of one detective officer

and five fire inspectors.
3. To provide for the appointment of five additional build

ing inspectors.
4. To provide for the employment of expert assistance.
5. To provide for the establishment of the salaries of the

first and second clerks and a stenographer in the district pi
lice department.

Very respectfully

Chief.

Cljc CommonUicaltb of eoassacljiisctis.

I. H. WHITNEY,
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In consequence of the increase in the nature and extent
f the various duties imposed upon the departments of this

Force, caused principally by the enactment of additional
laws from year to year, and also by the increase in popula-
tion and in the buildings throughout the cities and towns
of the Commonwealth and the consequent increase in the
number of criminal offences, of fires and of building con-
struction, I have found it impossible to effectively perform
such duties with the limited number of inspectors authorized
by law7 ; and I therefore conceive it my duty to make the
following recommendations for an increase in the number
of inspectors in the detective and building inspection depart-
ments, respectively:

At the present time there are but 16 detectives and 12 fire
inspectors in the detective department to perform the varied
criminal and fire inspection duties throughout the Common-
wealth. The time of one detective and a large portion of
the time of another has been wholly taken up with the exe-
cution of important duties in connection with the different
State departments, especially the Attorney-General's depart-
ment, the Insurance Commissioner’s department and the
Hoard of Registration in Medicine. The district attorney
of Middlesex County has also found it necessary to request
the continuous services of two detectives during the past
year, although of late years but one has been continuously
employed by that official, additional assistance being ren-
dered him only at such times as requested. The increase in
the amount of work w7 hich the fire inspectors of this depart-
ment are called upon to perform is very great, and although
from time to time it has been found necessary to detail de-
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tectives to assist in this work, we have still found it impoi
sible to perform all that we are called upon to do.

Ihe following comparative statement of the number c
tires investigated by this department during the last fiv
years will show a large increase in the amount of wor
placed upon these officers:

compound
I would, therefore, recommend that six additional ii

pectors be appointed to the detective department, one to 1
employed as a detective and fiv fire inspectors.

By the provisions of chapt ■r 655, Acts of 1913, bein
“An Act to revise and codify
of the Commonwealth,” a ver
work placed upon the ins]
fion department. Their dutiei

the building inspection law
large amount of additions

jctors of the building iuspec
were still further increase

by the provisions of chapter 806 of the Acts of 1913, bein
“An Act relative to the installation, alteration and iuspec
lion of elevators, and to the appointment of a board of ele
vator regulations,” it being the duty of the inspectors of thi
department to enforce its provisions, and the regulation
framed by the Board of Elevator Regulations, in every cit;
and town not having a building department or an inspect©

When it is noted that out of the
and towns of this Commonwealth but 51 have a buildin

Nt or an inspector of buildings, and that the duf

In addition to the work already referred to, the officers of

ment of the statutes and regulations governing the- handling
this department are called upon to supervise the enforce

storage, use, etc., of explosives and inflammable fluids and
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f enforcing the provisions of the law and regulations re
ivators in the remaining 302 cities and towns oflating

the Commonwealth devolves upon the inspectors of this de-
partment in addition to their many other equally important
luties, such department consisting of hut eighteen inspectors,

two of whom are specially detailed for duty in connection
with the enforcement of laws relating to the exhibition of
motion pictures, the absolute necessitv for an increase in the
number of building inspectors will at once be realized. I
would, therefore, respectfully recommend that five additional

inspectors be appointed to the building inspection depart
nent of this Force, in order that such department may more
efficiently perform the duties incumbent upon them.
In my last annual report I recommended the passage of

n act to authorize an annual appropriation of $2,500 for
employment of expert assistance in the enforcement of

the statutes relative to explosives and inflammable fluids and
compounds. In accordance with such recommendation a bill
was introduced into the Legislature of 1914, and after favor-
able consideration was enacted into law upon receiving the
approval of Your Excellency, the same being chapter 421
Acts of 1914. Since the passage of this Act it has been
found necessary that a laboratory should be provided for
;he use of the expert employed under its provisions, and
an additional amount of $5OO per annum is required to
meet the expenses involved in maintaining such laboratory
I therefore recommend that chapter 421, Acts of 1914, be
so amended as to read $3,000 instead of $2,500 per annum.

The salary of the first clerk of this Force is but $1,500
per annum, such salary having been established in 1890,
twenty-four years aap; and the salary of the second clerk
is but $l,OOO per annum, the same having been established
in 1891, twenty-three years ago. At the time these salaries
were established there were but thirty-six employees in the
entire Force, whereas at the present time the number of such
employees is ninety-three, being an increase of nearly 200

per cent. This large increase has, of course, produced a
proportionate increase in the amount of work the first and



191 No. IS.HOUSE 5

are called upon to perform, and while the sal
Aries above named would appear to he sufficient compensa
tion for the first year of service of said clerks, they are not,
in mj opinion, sufficient for the continuous service of ex
perienced, efficient and faithful clerks in such responsible
positions, and it would appear but just that the salaries of
these clerks should be substantially increased. I therefore
recommend that the salary of the first clerk be increased by
yearly increments of $lOO until it reaches the sum of
$1,800; provided, however, that such increase is approved
from year to year, bv the Chief of this Force for the effi-
ciency and merit of such clerk; also, that the salary of the
second clerk he increased by yearly increments of $lOO

until it reaches the sum of $1,300; provided, however, that
such increase is approved, from year to year, by the Chief
of this Force for the efficiency and merit of such clerk. By

the provisions of section 25, chapter 465, Acts of 1905, as
amended by chapter 610. Acts of 1913, the Chief of this
Force is authorized to appoint a stenographer for duty in
the boiler inspection department, who shall also act as sec-
retary to the Board of Boiler Rules, and whose salary shall
he $1,200 per annum. While $1,200 would appear to he a

the first year of service of areasonable compensation for
stenographer performing this
sufficient for the continuous se
rapher in such position, and I
compensation of such stenogi
increments of $lOO until it re
vided, however, that such in

duty, it is not, in my opinion,
rvice of an experienced stenog-

' therefore recommend that theI
her he increased by yearly

aches the sum of $1,400; pre
rease is approved, from year
Force for the efficiency andto year, by the Chief of thi

merit of such stenographer.
and 6 of chapter 465By the pr

Acts of 1907, any person d(
boilers, which are under the

firing to act as an inspector
periodically guaranteed inspt

companies authorized to inspect boilers in
h, shall make application to the Chief of
examined for a certificate of competency.

tion of ii

this 1
this Force tc mpotency

ul, he is granted such certificate; hut the cer
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tificate continues in force only during the time of his em-
ployment by the insurance company by whom he is or is to
be employed at the time of making the application. Section
6 also provides that the applicant shall be examined by three
members of the boiler inspection department, but no provi-
sion is made that a fee shall accompany the application for
examination, notwithstanding that a large amount of work
and necessary expense are thereby entailed upon the Com-
monwealth. It will also be noted that the certificate of com-
petency remains in force only so long as the inspector is
employed by a certain insurance company, and becomes void
when he leaves the employment of such company, although
the result of his examination shows him to be competent
to inspect boilers for any duly authorized insurance com-
pany. Section 7 of this Act provides that a person who
is refused a certificate of competency, or whose certificate
is revoked, may appeal from such decision tO' the Chief of
this Force, who shall grant a rehearing by a Board of five
examiners, but no limit is placed upon the time within which
such appeal shall be made. In consideration of these facts,
I respectfully recommend that a fee of $lO shall accompany

ach application for examination for a certificate of com-
petency; that the certificate granted shall remain in force
and be subject to exchange in the event of the holder thereof
being employed by any other duly authorized insurance com-
pany than that for which said certificate is originally granted;
and that, in the event of an appeal being made, it shall he
necessary that such appeal shall be made within a period of
one week subsequent to the decision of the Board of Exami-
ners, and that the appellant shall appear for examination on
his appeal upon the date stated in the notification forwarded
to him, or shall forfeit the right to further examination on
his appeal.


